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In. VI, 6 GRAMMAR Pronouns
Pl nom. nokkrr mnokkr-ar nokkur
age. nokkr-a  mokkr-ar nokkur
L o
dat. nokkr-umw
gen, nokkur-ra

Note: The dat. 8g. masc. and dat. pl. may be colloquially nokkur-

j-um, likewise dat. sg. neuter mokkur-j-u. These forms are not to
be imitated.

(¢) Annar is declined like the numeral annar; hver, sérhver,
and einhver are declined like the interrogative pronoun hver, with
double forms hvert, hvad in the nom.-ace. sg. neuter. Hinhver has,
besides, the irregular forms eitt-hvert and eitt-hvad in the nom.-
acc. sg. neuter. The reason for this is that originally einhver was
two words: einn and hver with both words inflected. In the

following there will be other instances of these doubly inflected
compounds.

(d) Annarhver and annarhvor have such a double inflection, the

first part going like annar the second like hver, hvor. For the sake ~

of clearness the full inflexion of annar-hvor is here given:

8g.nom.  anner-hvor m. énnur-hvor £, annad-hvort n.
acc. annan-hvorn adra-hvorae annal-hvort
dat. 00rum-hvorum annari-hvorri 00ru-hvoru
gen, annars-hvors annarar-hvorrar annars-hvors

Pl. nom. adrir-hvorir adrar-hvorar onnur-hvor
acc. adra-hvora adrar-hvorar onnur-hvor

. - -y J
dat. 00rum-hvorum
gen, annara-hvorra

(e) In annar-tveggja, hvor-tveggja the first part only is inflected,
tveggja being the gen. pl. of tveir two. Sometimes, however, tveggja
is felt to be a weak adjective, having -tveggi in nom. sg. masc. But
the feminine hardly ever shows -tveggju in the oblique cases. In-
stead of hvor-tveggja, hvoru-tveggja may be used, hvoru- being
indeclinable. The pronunciation hvur-tveggja, hvuru-tveggja is
common, but need not be imitated.

(£) Bddir goes as follows:

Pl nom. b6d-ir m. bdd-ar f. bed-i n.
ace, bdd-a béd-ar bed-i
(- -~ -
dat. bdd-um
gen. beggj-a

Cf. the inflexion of the numeral tveir two.
w2

Z g”\\-\at"gfov\ -3
@ ‘A—\Mg'(f The w&@kv\j Rep“—‘-*"-‘ V(Q.SS ‘q\\a ,,

.

Verbs INFLEXIONS In, VII, 1, 1

(8) Enginn, like annar-tveggja, originally was a compound (einn
+gi) where the first part was inflected, but the second part inde-
clinable. Now fusion of the two parts has taken place, and the
inflexion is added to the end in agreement with the general custom
of the language. This accounts for the irregularities of inflexion.

Sg. nom, enginn (engi) m. engin (engi) f. ekkert (ekki) n.

ace. engan, éngvan enga, ongva ekkert (ekki)
dat. engum, éngoum engri, ongri engu, éngou
gen, einskis, einkis, eingis engrar, éngrar einskis, einkis, eingis

Pl nom. engir, éngvir engar, ingvar engin
ace. enga, ongva engar, ingvar engin
| S—— J
Y
dat. engum, Gngoum
gen. engra, dngra

The forms enclosed in parentheses are literary or old. Ekki is
the most common negation (‘not’) in Icelandic, but in the sense
‘nothing’ it survives only in a few idiomatic expressions: seint er
betra en ekki ‘ late is better than nothing’ i. e. better late than never,
allt kom fyrir ekki everything was in vain, litid sem ekki hardly
anything. The forms with eng- are both literary and colloquial,
those with dngv- only colloquial. Only colloquial, too, and dialectal
is a pronunciation of dng- (pronounced aung-) for eng- (eing-)
throughout the paradigm. It is advisable to use eng- in speaking
as well as writing.

VII. THE CONJUGATION OF VERBS.
1. Preliminary Remarks.

- 1. Verb Categories.

- Icelandic verbs, like the English verbs, have ¢enses, moods, verbals,
voices, numbers, and persons.

(a) Of tenses Icelandic, like English, has two that are differ-
entiated by inflexion: the present and the preferite. The other
tenses are formed with the auxiliary verbs: hafa to have, vera to be,
. munu shall, will, and others.

subjunctive, and imperative. In Icelandic these moods are distinct
by form, whereas they are only partly so in English. The sub-
junctive, too, is very rare in English, while it is common in Icelandic.
(c) Of verbals Icelandic has three: the infinitive (a noun) and
he present and past participles (adjectives). English has all these
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- (b) Of moods Icelandic, like English, has three: indicative,
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In. VII, 1, 2 GRAMMAR Verbs

and a verbal noun (the gerund) in addition; in Icelandic its:
- function is often taken by the infinitive: smoking is forbidden:
bad er bannad ad reykja. :

(d) Of voices English has two: active and passive, but Icelandic
three: active, middle, and passive. The two first named are differ-
entiated by inflexional endings ; the passive, as in English, is formed
by an auxiliary verb: to be (shot) : ad vera (skotinn).

(e) Icelandic verbs,like English verbs, have two numbers : singular
and plural in all the moods and tenses. Contrary to English usage
these numbers are found also in the participles when they take the
adjective inflexion.

(f) Icelandic, like English, has three persons, first, second, and
third, in all tenses of the indicative, subjunctive, and, partly; of
the imperative. But whereas English (in most verbs) has only one
inflexional ending, namely that of the third person present . (L,
you, we, they come ; he comes), Icelandic has two or three different
personal endings in the singular, and three in the plural: ég kem,
b, hann kemur; vid komum, pid komid, peir koma. There are,
furthermore, different sets of personal endings for the different

. tenses (present, preterite), for the different moods (indicative,

‘subjunctive, imperative) and for two of the voices (active and
middle).

2. Strong and Weak Verbs.

As in English, it is possible in Icelandic to divide all verbs into
two large groups, called strong and weak verbs. In English the
great majority of verbs is weak, hence they are often called 'the
regular verbs. In Icelandic the same is true to a lesser extent.
Actually both the strong and the weak verbs fall into many smaller
classes, at least seven for the strong verbs, and four for the weak.
There are subdivisions within the classes.

The strong verbs are characterized by the old shift of vowels
(Pr. 5, 1). There are four different stem forms, called the principal
parts of the strong verbs: jnfinitize bresta, first (and third) person
preterite indicative singular brast, first person preterite indicafive

@IBEJSM’EEE past participle brostinn, The strong verbs are
also marked by no ending in the first (and third) person preterite
indicative singular, and by the ending -inn in the past participle.:

2 The weak verbs have root vowels unchanged by the old shift; in the
first (and third) person preterite singular indicative they have the
endings -J%, -di, -ti, -adi, and their past participles end in -Jur,
-dur, -tur, -adur, and -inn. >

Strong Verbs INFLEXIONS In VI 8, 1

Both strong and weak verbs may have their root vowels in certain |

forms affected by i-shift and u-shift (Pr. 5, 2 and 3). Since the
present singular of strong verbs often is affected by the i-shift, it is
advisable to quote the first (or the third) person present singular
indicative in addition to the four principal parts.

2. Strong Verbs.

1. Principal Parts.

There aré as many classes of strong verbs as there are types of the
old shift of vowels (see Pr. 5, 1) or seven in all.

From the four principal parts (stem forms) of the strong verbs
all other forms are derived in the following manner, illustrated by
the verb bjéda to offer.

(2) From the infinitive (or present stem) bjéd-a:

1. The present indicative active, i-shifted (Pr. 5, 2) in the
singular, without i-shift in the plural: ég b90, vid bjé0-um. Like-
wise the middle: ég byd-st, vid bjéd-um-st.

2. The present subjunctive active and middle (without i-shift) :
6g bjéd-i; ég bjéo-i-st. - Y

3. The imperative active and middle (without i-shift) : bjéd pu
or bjéd-du ; bjéd-st pil.

4, The present participle (as a rule only in the active) : bjéd-andi.

(b) From the preterite singular stem baud are formed only the

first, second and third persons of the preterite singular indicative
active and middle: ég, hann baud, bt baud-st; ég, b, hann baud-st.

(c) From the preterite plural stem bud-um are formed:

1. The first, second, and third person plural active and middle:
i bud-um, bid bud-ud, peir bud-u; vid bud-um-st, etc. '

2. The preterite subjunctive active and middle, with i-shift of
the root vowel: ég byd-i; ég byd-i-st.

(d) The past participle, bod-inn, is not used to form any other
parts of the verb by endings (though it is itself inflected as an
adjective). But its neuter form bod-id (middle bod-i-zt) is used
to form compound tenses in combination with the auxiliary verb
hafa: ég hef bodid I have offered, ég hafdi bodid I had offered,
ég mun hafa bodid I have probably offered, ég mundi hafa bodid
I would have offered ; see the Syntax VI, 1, 2.

Note 1. I-shift (Pr. 5, 2) takes place only if the root vowels
are susceptible to it: 4, £, e, ei are not. Hence there is no i-shift in

My
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In, VII, 2, 2-8 GRAMMAR Strong Verbs: 1-2

the present of verbs of the first, third, fourth, and fifth ‘classes:
bita bite, ég bit; dett-a fall, ég dett; bera bear, ég ber I bear;
stela steal, ég stel.

Note 2. Verbs, having breaking (Pr. 5, 4) in the infinitive,
give it up in the present singular indicative, replacing it with the
original e: gjalda pay, ég geld I pay. In the present plu}'al b.real.c-
ing returns: vid gjoldum we pay (u-shift, Pr. 5, 8), pid gjaldid
you pay, peir gjalda they pay. .

2. Class 1: bita. Vowel Shift: i—ei/é—i—i; root vowel followed
by one consonant.
Type a: bita bite, bit, beit, bitum, bitinn.

Thus go: bida wait (past participle irregularly beﬁinzw,;, usually
only in neuter bedid), drifa drive, drift, snow, gripa: seize, catch,
grip, hrifa have effect, fascinate, hrina cry, hvina whiz, km:a'a fc_aar
for, lida pass (of time), glide, lita look, see, rida ride, risa rise,
skina shine, skrida creep, slita tear, snida cut, svifa soar, hover,
brifa catch, prifast thrive.

Type b: stiga step, ascend, stig, steig/sté, stigum, stiginn.

Thus go: hniga fall gently, miga piss, siga fall, sink (run slowly
like molasses), svikja betray, vikja deviate, turn, yield. But the
forms hné, sté, etc., are mostly literary or rare.

Note: Rista cut (literary) is the only verb of this class haYin.g
more than one consonant following the root vowel. Usually it is
weak : rista, risti, rist. ,

3. Class 2: bjéda. Vowel Shift: jé/jd/d—au/é——u—o;rootyowel
followed by one consonant.
Type a: bjéda offer, byd, baud, budum, bodinn.

Thus go: brjéta break, fljéta float, fridsa f1:eeze, gjosa g\}gh,
spout, hljéta must, have to, hnjéta stumble, kjésa f:hoose', njéta
enjoy, sjéda cook, boil, seethe, pjota rush, speed, prjéta give out,
cease.

Type b: drjidpa drip, draup, drupum, dropinn. i

Thus go: fjiéka be blown away, kljifa split, cleave, ljiga lie (tell
a lie), ljika finish, rjifa break, tear up, sjiga suck.

Type c: stpa sip, drink, sjp, saup, supum, sopinn. ;

Thus go: tika pay up, Wita bend over forward, bow, incline.

Type d: fljiga fly, fidg, flaug/fié, flugum, floginn

smjiiga creep, smyg, smaug/smo, smugum, Smoginn.
76

Strong Verbs: 3 INFLEXIONS In. VI, 2, 4

Flé, smé are literary forms.

Note: Ljésta strike (literary) is the only verb of this class having
two consonants following the root vowel.

4. Class 3: bresta. Vowel Shift: e/i/ja/i/y—a/6—u—o/u; Toot
vowel followed by two consonants,
Type a': bresta burst, brest, brast, brustum, brostinn.

Thus go: detta fall, skella clash, fall, skreppa slip, dash for,
sleppa let go of, smella clash, crack, snerta touch, spretta sprout,

grow, sprint. Bregda, move quickly, is irregular: bregd, brd,

brugdum, brugdinn.

Type a?: verda become, verd, vard, urdum, ordinn.
Thus go verbs in which v precedes the root vowel, dropping the v

‘before the u of the preterite plural and the o of the past participle:
hverfa disappear, svelgja swallow, svelta starve, sverfa file (iron,

etc.), vella cook, boil, well up, velta turn over, verpa throw, pverra
dwindle, diminish. ) ‘
Type b': spinna spin, spinn, spann, spdnnum, spunninn
b%: finna find, finn, fann, fundum, fundinn
b®: vinna work, win, vinn, vann, unnum, unninn
b*: binda bind, bind, batt, bundum, bundinn.
Thus go: wvinda wind, twist, hrinda push, springa (preterite
sprakk) burst, stinga (preterite stakk) prick, pierce.
Note 1: The 4 of the infinitive and the u of the past participle
(instead of the regular e, o of type a) show a shift caused by the

} following n-+ consonant. A v is lost before « in pret. pl. and pp.

Note 2: The preterite singular bat! comes from bant which in
turn is from band. Similarly stakk from stank from stang.

Type c: drekka drink, drekk, drakk, drukkum, drukkinn
brenna burn (intr.), brenn, brann, brunnum, brunninn
renng run (intr.), renn, rann; runnum, runninn.

Note: Since kk in drekka was originally nk, this type is really a

~ subdivision of b with the original ¢ restored in the infinitive. Brenna,

renna (transitive) burn, run are weak: brenndi, renndi.

Type d: bjarga save, berg, barg, burgum, borginn
gjalda pay, geld, galt, guldum, goldinn
gjalle resound, gell, gall, gullum, gollinn
skjdlfa shiver, skelf, skalf, skulfum, skolfinn.

Note 1: Bjarga is usually weak, preterite bjargadi, likewise gjalla,
' el
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gjalladi in the sense: speak loudly. In their strong form, these

verbs are all literary, except skjdlfa. The common verb for gjalda,

pay, is borga.

Note 2: Preterite singular galt shows the same hardening (un-
voicing) of the original -d as batt above.

Note 3: The ja of the infinitive is broken (see breaking Pr. 5, 4)
from an original e, which always appears in the present indicative
singular—the present plural has the breaking again.

Type e: hrokkva flinch, break, hrekk, hrikk, hrukkum, hrokkinn
slokkva put out, quench, slekk, (slokk, slukkum, slokkinn)
stokkva jump, gallop, stekk, stokk, stukkum, stokkinn,
sikkva sink (intr.), sekk, sokk, sukkum, sokkinn.

Note 1: The & of the infinitive is a u-shifted e, the & of the
preterite singular a u-shifted a. :

Note 2: Slokkva usually has a weak preterite and past participle:
slokkti, slokktur. Stokkva, sokkva, when transitive, are weak:
stokkti, sokkti. ‘

Type £: syngja sing, syng, song, sungum, sunginn
tyggja chew, tygg —— tugginn.

Note 1: The y in syngja (tyggja) is a u-shifted ¢ (from e, cf.
type b, note 1).

Note 2. Tyggja usually has a weak preterite: tuggoi.

5. Class 4: bera. Vowel Shifts: e/o—a/o—4/0—o/u; oot vowel
followed by one liquid or nasal (I, r, m, n). =
Type a: bera bear, carry, ber, bar, bdrum, borinn. ]

Thus go: skera cut, stela steal, fela conceal (past participle
f6lginn ; the verb is also weak: fela, faldi, falinn), and nema take,
learn (past participle numinn).

Type b: koma come, kem, kom, komum, kominn
sofa sleep, sef, svaf, svifum, sofinn
troda step, tread, tred, trad, tradum, trodinn.

Note: These verbs are marked by an old o in the infinitive;
fom, komum is from older kvam, kvdmum ; troda usually has tréd,
trédum in preterite singular and plural according to class 6.

6. Class 5: gefa. Vowel Shift: e/i/é—a/d—G/0—e/é; Toot vowel
followed by any one consonant, except I, r, m, n.

Type a: gefa give, gef, gof, gdfum, gefinn.
Thus go: drepa kill, knock, geta beget, guess, also geta be able to,

"8

3 Strong Verbs: 6 INFLEXIONS In. VII, 8, 7

F with the exception of the past participle, whose neuter form is getad ;
E kveda chant, compose poetry, say, leka leak, lesa read, meta estimate,
£ esteem (also weak: matti), reka drive.
- Note: Vera to be, has not only a very irregular present, but also
- an irregular preterite plural, because an original vd- has turned to
3 vo-: vera; er, em; var, vorum, verid. See Irregular Verbs, below.
Type b': bidja ask, beg, pray, bid, bad, bddum, bedinn
sitja sit, sit, sat, sdtum, setinn
b2: liggja lie, ligg, ld, ligum, leginn
biggja accept, bigg, bd, bdgum, peginn.

Note 1: Bidja, sitja, liggja, biggja are called j-presents because
their present stem terminates in j; in all these verbs the root vowel
was originally e as in gefa, but has been shifted to 1 by the following
j. In liggja, biggja en original single g has been doubled by the
following j. :

Note 2: The preterites Id, pd stand for original lag, pag; biggia
has also a weak preterite and past participle :pdd%, pddur ; the weak
preterite is more common than the strong one.

Type c: sjé (séa) see, sé, sd, sdum, sédur (sénn)
éta, eta eat, 6t, et ; 4t ; dtum; étinn, etinn.

Note: Sjé and éta are quite irregular. Séa, sénn are old forms
now never used, sédur is a weak past participle. Eta is colloquial,
slightly vulgar; borda (literally: eat at a table) is polite, efa is
literary.

7. Class 6: fara. Vowel Shift: a/e/d/0/ey/@—6—06—a/e; Toot
vowel followed by one consonant.
Type a': fara go, fare, fer, for, férum, farinn.

Thus go: ala give birth to, feed, gala crow (more commonly
weak : galadi, galad), grafa dig, bury, hlada build (a wall), kala
freeze (to death, or so as to be hurt), mala grind (more commonly
weak : maladi, malad), skafa scrape, skapa create, shape (literary,
more commonly weak: skapadi, skapadur).

Type a?: taka take, tek, 6k, t6kum, tekinn.

‘Thus go: aka drive, draga draw, drag (preterite singular dré
from drég; cf. class 5, type b, note 2), skaka shake, churn. The e
of the past participle is an i-shifted a that occurs only before -kt
and -gi (see hleginn, below). o
‘Type bt: hefja lift, heave, hef, héf, héfum, hafinn

kefja suffocate, suppress, kef, (kdf, kéfum), kafinn
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In, VII, 2, 8 GRAMMAR Strong Verbs: 7

skekja shake (rare), skek, skdk, skokum, skekinn (cf.
type a?) :
sverja swear, sver, sér, sérum, svarinn (v lost before 6).
Type b%: deyja die, dey, dé, déum, ddinn
' geyja bark (literary), gey, g, géum, —
hleja laugh, hle, hlé, hlégum, hlegid (cf. type a?)
kleja itch, kle, klo, klogum, klegid (cf. type a?).

.N ote 1: All the verbs of type b are j-presents (cf. class 5, type b)
with ¢ from i-shifted @ in the infinitive (originally hafja, dauja,
hlahja).

Note 2: In hlezja, kleja an h corresponding to the g in the
preterite plural and past participle has been lost in the present and
preterite singular. ;

Note 3: Kefja and kleja are usually weak : kafdi, kafinn, klejadi,
klejad.

Type c: fld flay, fle, fié, flogum, fleginn
sld beat, sle, slé, slogum, sleginn
bvo wash, pve, pé, pégum, pveginn.
Note1: These verbs had an & in the present and preterite singular,
corresponding to the g in the preterite plural and past participle.
The h has been lost as in hleja, kleja above.

Note 2: Pvo was originally pvd; v is, as usually, lost before the ¢
in the preterite singular and plural. But sometimes it is restored
by analogy, giving pvd, pvégum. Most commonly, however, the
verb is weak in the preterite: pvodi.

Type d: Irregular verbs, originally belonging to classes 4 and 5.

fela hide, conceal, fel, fdl, folum, falinn ‘
troda tread, stuff, tred, tréd, trédum, trodinn (also class 4,
type b)
vefa weave, vef, df, 6fum, ofinn (v lost before 6, 0)
vega weigh, kill, veg; dg, vé(g) ; 6gum, végum ; veginn.
Note: Since g is lost in pronunciation after d, there is collo-

quially no difference between the singular and plural stem in -6,
-6g-. Hence there is a tendency to confusion in writing, and wrong
spellings like drdg, slég are occasionally seen in print. In vé(g),
végum v is restored by analogy with the v-forms.

8. Class 7: heita. Verbs with é—é or jé/ééju/u in preterite
singular and plural. Stems of infinitive and past
participle are as a rule alike.

80
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Type a': heita be called, heiti, hét, hétum, heitinn
leika play, leik, 16k, lékum, leikinn.

Type a®: falla fall, fell, féll, féllum, fallinn
halda hold, held, hélt, héldum, haldinn
hanga hang, hangi, hékk, héngum, hanginn
fa get, fe, fékk, fengum, fenginn
ganga (gd) go, walk, geng, gekk, gengum, genginn.

Type a®: bldsa blow, bles, blés, blésum, blisinn
grta weep, gret, grét, grétum, grdtinn
ldta let, let, l6t, létum, ldtinn

-r4da advise, red, réd, rédum, rddinn.

Note 1: Heiti, hangi are weak presents, like demi of dema. Rdda
may have a weak preterite rédi.

Note 2: Hélt comes from held, hékk from henk from heng, cf.
batt of class 3, above. Similarly fékk, gekk from feng, geng.

Note 3: Fé and ganga are irregular, fé in the present and
preterite plural, ganga in the preterite singular and plural. In the
past participle both these verbs have e from an i-shifted a.

Note 4: Valda cause, veld, olli, ollum, valdid has an irregular
weak preterite.

Type b*: auka increase, eyk, jok, jukum (ukum), jyki(yke), aukinn
ausa dip, ladle, eys, jds, jusum (usum), jysi(ysi), ausinn
hlaupa Tun, hleyp, hljép, hlupum, hiypi, hlaupinn.

Type b?: bia prepare, live, b, bjd, bjuggum, b(j)yggi, biinn

_ spyja spew, vomit, spy, spjé spuid.

Type b®: héggva hew, hegg, hjé, hjuggum, k(§)yggi, higg(v)inn
vaza grow, vez, (v)oz, (v)uzum, yzi, vacinn.

Note 1: Spyja has a j-present with i-shift of the root vowel
from 4 (cf. class 5, type b, note 1) ; it is also often weak : spidt,
so always in preterite plural spidum.

Note 2: The forms following the preterite plurals are preterite
subjunctives. Ukum, yki, usum, ysi, byggi, hyggi, véx, vuzum are
unusual forms, mostly literary.

8. Weak Verbs. ﬂ

1. Preliminary Remarks.
1. Weak verbs have only three principal parts (or stem forms):

_ the infinitive (the present stem) tel-j-a count, dem-a judge; the
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preterite singular indicative (preterite stem) tal-di, dem-di; and
the past participle tal-inn, tal-dur, dem-dur.

2. But, as mentioned above, the preterite (and the past participle)
" of the weak verbs is formed by addition of the suffix -94, -di, -1, or
-adi (past participle -Our, -dur, -tur, -adur, or -inn) to the (some-
times slightly changed) present stem of the verb. Whether the verb
adds -J%, -di, or -ti to the present stem, depends on the nature of
the sounds before the ending.

(a) -0t is used:

(1) After vowels, thus also in the ending -adi: kall-a: kall-a-0%
call, strd: strd-i strew. e

(2) After voiced spirants (except J) and soft (not dental) stops:
haf-a: haf-0i (also pronounced habb-Ji) have; seg-j-a: sag-0i (also
pronounced sagg-di) say; ybb-a : ybb-0i show hostility ; hygg-j-a :
hug-0i (also pronounced hugg-di) think.

(3) After (vowel+) r, rf, and rg : ler-a: ler-0i learn; horf-a :
horf-0i look; byrg-j-a : byrg-di (also pronounced byr-d4) lock up.

(4) Sometimes after rr: berr-a : berr-0i dry, wipe; but sperr-a :
sperr-ti stretch out (a foot), perk up. '

(b) -di is used: ;
(1) After (vowel +) J, which turns to d: beid-a : beid-di ask, beg.
(2) After dd (with assimilation and loss of d) : brydd-a : brydd-i

furnish with a border (brydding f.) or a point (broddur m.). ..

(3) After (vowel+) m, fn, gn, and ng: reyn-a : reyn-di try;
nefn-a : nefn-di (pronounced nem-di) name; rign-a : rign-di (pro-
nounced ring-di) rain; kring-j-a : hring-di ring.

(4) After (vowel+) m, mm, Im, rm, and mb: dem-a : dem-di
judge; dimm-a : dimm-di darken; hylm-a : hylm-di conceal (a
thievery) ; verm-a : verm-di warm; kemb-a : kemb-di (pronounped"
kem-di) comb. s

(5) After If, fl, lg, gl: skelf-a : skelf-di frighten ; skefl-a : skefi-di
form snowdrifts; velg-j-a : velg-di warm up; sigl-a : sigl-di 88.11
(Note: in all th-se combinations the f and g tends to be lost’in
the preterite before the consonant (see Pronunciation 3, J*))';,;

(6) Usually after (vowel+) I: mel-a : mel-di measure ; sometimes
after rn: stirn-a : sti(r)n-di glitter; rarely after 1d, nd (with
assimilation and loss of d), II, and nn: §ld-a : gld-i putrify ; send-a :
send-i send; fell-a : fell-di fell; brenn-a : brenn-di burn (transi-
tive). -
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(¢) -ti is used:

(1) After the hard stops p, ¢, ¥, and after s: kaup-a: keyp-ti buy;
met-a : maet-ti meet; vak-a : vak-ti be awake; reis-a : reis-l1 raise.

Note: If the stem ends in consonant+ £, the suffix is lost by
assimilation : svelt-a : svelt-i starve (transitive), hité-a : hiti-d hit,
meet.

(2) After rd (with assimilation and loss of J): gird-a : gir-ti
gird, span, enclose.

(3) Usually after I, nn; Id, nd (with assimilation and loss of d) :
vill-a : vill-ti lead astray; spenn-a : spenn-ti span; gild-a : gul-ts
be worth ;synd-a : syn-ti swim; rarely after (vowel+) I: mel-a :
mel-ti speak ; sometimes after rr and rn: sperr-a : sperr-ti stretch
out, perk up; girn-ast : girn-tist desire.

Note 1. Loss of consonants is frequent in the groups that arise
through the addition of the J, d or ¢ of the preterite suffix. See
the Pronunciation 3, 4.

Note 2. For the student it may be easiest to memorize the cases
listed under (a) and (c) as having respectively -4, and -ti, while
all the rest (b) have -di. :

3. Before -91, -di, -ti the following changes in the verb stem
take place: :

(a) A § or v of the present stem is dropped: tel-j-a : tal-di
count; sokk-v-a : sikk-ti sink (transitive). »

(b) The dentals J, d, ¢, if preceded by a consonant, are assimi-
lated and lost: herd-a: her-ti harden ; synd-a: syn-ti swim; sveli-a:
svelt-i starve (transitive).

(c) If preceded by a vowel, & becomes d by assimilation: hred-a:
hred-di frighten. '

(d) In a few verbs the consonant of the preterite suffix is fully

loosely ; vald-a : oll-i cause ; kunn-a : kunn-i know (how to) s unn-a:
unn-i love. Similarly ¢-t turns into s-s in vit-a : viss-i know.

4., The weak vérbs are divided into four classes on the basis of

 their present stem:

1. tel-j-a count, tel, tal-di, tal-inn (fal-dur)
2. dem-a judge, dem-i, dem-di, dem-dur
3. lif-a live, lif-i, lif-01, lif-ad

4, kall-a call, kall-a, kall-adi, kall-adur.
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2. Class 1: tel-j-a count, tel, tal-di, tal-inn (tal-dur).

1. The root syllable of these verbs contains a lax vowel (cf. Pro-
nunciation 2, 2, 3(c)) followed by one consonant (not counting
the 7), or a tense vowel with no consonant following. Like some
of the strong verbs, these verbs are j-presents, the j appearing in
the infinitive (fel-j-a), in the present plural indicative (tel-j-um,
etc.), in the present subjunctive (fel-j-i, etc.), and in the present
participle (tel-j-andi). If the stem ends in a tense vowel or korg,
the j is not written (though pronounced) before -i in the ending
(fig-j-a flee, pid fij-id you flee; vek-j-a awaken, pid vek-10).

The first person singular indicative is monosyllabic (fel); the
second and third person singular end in -ur (fel-ur). This -ur is
really an expanded -r, which will appear as such after a vowel of
the stem (fiy-r), and which will be lost after -r of the stem (berj-a
beat, hann ber he beats). To the forms flj-r, ber an J is usually
added in the second person, giving fly-r-J, ber-J, this J has been
drawn over to the verb from a following pronoun: pi.

The whole present (indicative, subjunctiye, imperative, infinitive;
and participle) has an i-shifted (Pr. 5, 2) root vowel, which appegrs
unshifted in the preterite indicative and the past participle. :

Note: Verbs with g in the stem double it before the j, or rather
throughout the present. Thus: leggja lay, ég legg I lay; piggja
accept, hyggja think; preterites: lag-0i, pé-0i (irregular), hug-di.
Tyggja, tuggdi chew, has gg in the stem.

2. Normally these verbs have a past participle ending in -inn
with & mixed inflexion, as shown in the Adjectives, III, 2 (a),
paradigm 10. But there are other possibilities:

(a) Some verbs show two past participles, one in -inn, the other:
in -dur, -dur, -tur, e.g. berja beat, barinn (bardur); leggja lay,
lagdur (laginn); knyja compel, propel, kndinn (knddur) ; mia
rub, niinn  (nddur) ; telja cqunt, talinn (taldur); velja choose,
valinn (valdur) ; dylja conceal, dulinn (duldur) ; hrekja treat
roughly, hrakinn (hraktur) ; vekja awaken, vakinn (vaktur) ; pekja
cover up, thatch, pakinn (paktur). '

(b) Other verbs show only *he weak past participle, e. g. fid skin,
flay, *flidur ; nd reach, ndd n.; piggja accept, *badur ; hyggja think,
hugad n.; spyrja ask, spurdur; ljd lend, l6dur ; t] tell, tédur ; gledja
gladden, gladdur ; kvedja say goodbye, kvaddur ; sedja satisfy (hun-
ger), saddur ; brydja crunch, bruddur; rydja clear (out of the way),
ruddur; stydja support, studdur; fletja flatten, cut open (fish),
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flattur ; hvetja exhort, encourage, whet, hvattur ; flyt; ;
ur ; ytja move, flutiur
lykja lock up, (en)close, luktu;'. ’ ’ ! ’

Note: The verbs marked with (*) are also strong: fld : fleginn,
biggja : peginn. Likewise pvo wash, pvod, or strong pveginn.

3. The following types of stems are found in the first class of
weak verbs:

Type a: vefja wrap, vef, vafdi, vafinn
telja count, tel, taldi, talinn (taldur)
vekja awaken, vek, vakti, vakinn (vaktur).

Note: This is the most common type.

Type b: smyrja butter, smear, grease, smyr, smurdi, smurinn
(smurdur) ‘
mylja crush, myl, muldi, mulinn
stydja support, styd, studdi, studdur
flytja move, flyt, flutts, fluttur.

Note: This, too, is & common type.

Type c: figja (fliia) flee, fly, flidi (fgdi), fldinn
gnyja storm, rage, gny, gnidi, gniinn
kngja compel, kng, knidi, kndinn
nda rub, ny, nddi, nidinn
. rYja shear (the wool), r¥, ridi, riinn (also Weak class 3).
Note: A less common type. Similar is:
i@ja tease, pick the wool, e, tddi, tdinn (also Weak-class 3).

Type d: selja sell, sel, seldi, seldur

' skilja understand, skil, skilds, skilinn

setja set, set, setti, settur

deyja die, dey, deyds, (deydur) (usually Strong class 6).

.. Note* These verbs have i-shifted root vowels, even in the pre-
] rite. The vowel of skilja, however, is not subject to i-shift at all.

Type e: Verbs with irregular infinitives. :

fld flay, skin, fle, flidi, flidur (also Strong class 6)

nd reach, get, ne, nddi, ndd n.

l)_vo wash, pve, pvodi, pvod n. (also Strong class 6)

ljd lend, lje, 101, lé0ur

hafa have, hef, hafdi, hafour (also Weak class 3)

fela conceal, fel, faldi, falinn (also Strong class 4 and 6).

Note: The older forms of the infinitives ljd, ¢jd were léa, téa.
856
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3. Class 2: dem-a judge, dem-i, dem-di, dem-dur. pe

1. Verbs of this class either have (a) a tense root vowel ' (cf.
Pronunciation 2, 2, 3(c)) followed by one or more consonants, or
(b) a lax root vowel followed by two or more consonants.. Whe:never
possible, the root vowel is i-shifted throughout the conjugation.

The present indicative is disyllabic (dem-i, ete.). ‘

9. Verbs, whose stems terminate in g or k, inse’rt a lzetv_veen
the g and ¥ and a following -a, -u in the ending: vig-j-a: mg-y(;tm
consecrate ; steik-j-a : steik-j-um roa.st. Before an - m’tht.a e? .;cnjg
this j is dropped in writing, but not in pr?nunqla_tmn: vig-i, steik-1.
But before consonants it is dropped both in writing and pronuncia-

tion: vig-di, steik-ti.

Note: These ja-verbs can be distinguished’ from the verbs of the -

i lass 1 has a type
first class by observing the type of the stem. C '
consisting of a lax vowel (Pr. 2, 2, 3) +one consonant, with thf1
one exception of ggj. It may also have a tense stem vowel followye

by no consonant.

3. Three verbs have an infinitive in' -va: . o
slokkva put out (the light), slokkvi, s.l'o'kkfﬁ, slekkti, slokktur
stokkva spray, stokkvi, stokkti, stek‘kt@, sto?ckt“n.
sokkva sink (trans.), sokkuvi, sokkti, sekkii, sokkt n.

All these verbs may also go according to strong c1a§s 3, bﬁt
stokkva and sokkva are then intransitive: to jump, to sznk. T e
forms slekkti, stekkti, sekkti are (i-shifted) preterite subjunctives.

4. Apart from these -ja and -va verbs, there are really no variant

types of inflexion in this class, to which a great number of the weak

verbs belongs. They all go like dema with preterites in -0i, -di, -4

according to the rules in the Preliminary Remarks 2.
Instances: s '
heyra hear, heyri, heyrdi, heyrour .
preyja Wait’; patiently for, breyi, breydi, preydur (rare type)
dema judge, dems, dwmdi,.dwmdur
bragja build, byggi, byggoi, ‘byg_gdur.
breida spread out, breidi; brezfid@, bre.?ddur
bekkja know, recognize, pekk, bekkti, bekktur
keyssa, kiss, kyssi, kyssti, kysstur.
5. A few irregular, but very common verbs,
here because of affinities with this class, are:
kaupa buy, kaupi, keypti, Ifeypt'!u'
meina mean, meina, meintt, meintur
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sakja seek, fetch, seki, sotti, (sekti), sbttur
yrkja compose a poem, yrki, orts, (yrkii), ortur
bykja think, feel, seem, pykt, pétti, (petti), pétt n.

Note: Sekti, yrkti, peiti are preterite subjunctives.

4. Class 8: lif-a live, lif-i, lif-01, lif-ad.

1. Like the verbs of the second class (preceding), these verbs
have a disyllabic present with the same endings. But unlike the
verbs of the second class, these verbs, with the exception of a few
j-presents, have no i-shift of the root vowel (Pr. 5, 2).

Verbs having a in the root syllable u-shift (Pr. 5, 3) this a to ¢
before u in the endings: vak-a to be awake, viJ vék-um we are
awake, 110 vok-t-um we were awake,

In the majority of verbs the preterite subjunctive is not i-shifted,
but several common verbs have an i-shifted preterite subjunctive,
among them: segja : segdi say; bpegja : pegdi to be silent; pora :
byrdi dare; duga : dygdi avail; tria : trydi believe; pola : bylds
endure, suffer; una : yndi like, enjoy; vaka : vekis be awake.

The past participle in -aJ n. is similar to that of class 4: kalla :
kall-adur to call.

9. Because of the intransitive meaning of most of these verbs,
the past participle has usually only its neuter form: lif-ad lived,
sd-J sown, hvolf-t capsized. But when transitive, these verbs have
past participles in -adur, -Our, -dur, -tur, e. g. segja : sagdur say.

. More instances: kd : hddur hold (a meeting) ; md : mddur erase,
meke fade; skrd : skrddur write, register; snjd : snjddur wear
threadbare ; sird: strddur strew; tjd: tjddur tell, say; pjd: pjddur
afflict, torment; prd : prddur long for, yearn; ryja (rda) : ridur
ghear (the wool).

3. Past participles in -aJ(ur) belong to verbs whose stems are
made up of a lax root vowel (Pr. 2, 2, 3) and a consonant: lif-a :
lif-ad. (Cf. class 1 above). Past participles in -J(ur) (originally
-ad(ur)) belong to the many verbs with the stem vowel d:sd:
8d-0 sow (cf. 2. above), and the few with the stem vowels 4, 4 :
glé-a : glé-0 glow; spi-a : spi-0 spew, but tri-a : tri-ad. Past

tain (a) a lax vowel + two consonants (horf-a : horf-t look) or
(b) a tense vowel + one or more consonants (slér-a : slér-¢ loaf,
tarry). (Cf. class 2 above). But many of these verbs have also a
past participle in -ad : slér-ad. Those having - only are: horfa

8%
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glotta grin, skorta lack,

k, hanga hang, géna stare gldpa stare
o it o , “slita project, hang down.

dripa droop, hika squat, skdta overhang, s

4. Beleaging to this class are several verbs with j-presents:
segja say, segi, sagdi, (e), §aga”ur
bonia be silent, begi, bagdi, (¢), bagad (bagdur)
@ja test and graze (horses), @1, a(?z, (), 40; also 4, a
heyja hold (a meeting), hey, hézdt, (w),’hdam' ’;-also hé, hdi
teja tease, pick (wool), teet, td’a.z, (fz)_, ta'c'fur, t’amn )
dyja shake (of quicksand), d¥1, didi, (1), dud, ddads also
dia, dis ) R o
hljja warm, cover up, hlgi, hladi, (4), hldd ; also Rl (a), bl
Wja tire, Wi, 101, (4), ldinn, lda‘ur“ ) D
rgjashear (the wool), rii, ridL, (), raimn, r@ur : al'so rda, rid
spyja spew, vomit, spyi, spudi, (i), spiiinn, spldur; also
splia, spud.
Note: Most of these verbs, from @ja on, also may _have ﬁr.st clgss
presents: @, etc. Enclosed in parentheses: preterite subjunctive

vowels.

5. Otherwise the verbs of this cla
following types on the basis of their stems: . .
Type a*: Stems in -4 (with loss of the infinitive ending -a)': .
4 rest and graze (horses), di, 401, (6:), 4d ; also @ja, @Y
gd ook, look out, gdi, gadi, (4), gad (ur). s
Note: Thus go some thirty-five verbs, of Whi(}h these are the most
common: gljé shine, glitter; hé handicap; hvd say .hvad (= Wha(.;‘c)f
beg your pardon; 14 blame somebody f‘_’f something (e-m :; ) 5
mi erase ; sd sow ; skrd write, register ; snjd ('st) become tlfread afre 5
spd prophesy ; strd strew ; tjd avail, tell; pja torment ; prd long for.

s can be arranged in the

Type a%: Stems in % and -6: ’
dda angle, dii, aadi, (4), did, diiad )
gléa glow, shine, gléi, glédi, (0), gl6d, gléad 7
Note: Dia shake also has a j-present dyja; thus all other:yerbs

of this type; cf. 4 above.

Type b: Stems made up of a lax vowel (Pr.
lifa live, lifi, lifos, lifad
hjara vegetate, hjari, hjardi, hjarad
pora dare, pori, bordi, (¥), borad
loda stick to, lodi, loddi, (¥), lodad
bola endure, boli, poldi, (¥), bolad
vaka be awake, vaki, vakti, (e), vakad.

2, 2, 3)+a consonant:

]8
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Note: Thus go several common verbs: lafa hang limply; stara '

stare; vara suspect; vofa (yfir) threaten, hang over; blasa (vid)
lie open before the eye; flaka flap; brosa smile.
Note 2: Here, too, belongs the (auxiliary) verb hafa have:
hafa have, kefi or hef, hafdi, (hefdi), hafdur.
The form hefi is literary only, hef (like tel from telja) is both
literary and colloquial.
Type c: Stems made up of a lax vowel (Pr.2,2,3)+two consonants,
or a tense vowel + one or more consonants (like dema) :
horfa look, horfi, horfdi, horft.
Note: Thus go the verbs of this type enumerated in 3 above;
exception :
tolla stick to, cleave, tolli, tolldi, (tylldi), tollad.

Type d: Irregular preterites:

olla cause, olli, olli, (ylli), ollad ; also valda, veld, olli, valdid

skolla hang loosely, skolli, skolli, (0), skollad
skrolla hang loosely, skrolli, skrolli, (o), skrollad.

5. Class 4: kall-a call, kall-a, kall-adi, kall-adur.

" 1. The greatest number of weak verbs belongs to this clags. The
disyllabic present ends in -a, the preterite in -ad1, the past participle
in -adur. Unless the verb is compounded of a root syllable and a

* suffix (e.g. hr-g-o gladden), an i-shift (Pr. §, 2) is never found

in the root syllables of this class. Neither is the preterite sub-
junctive formed by i-shift, as in almost all other classes of verbs,
weak and strong. '

Before u in the ending, an a of the root syllable is u-shifted
(Pr. 5, 8) to 6, while the a of the preterite (and past participle)
suffix is turned to u: vid koll-um we call; vid koll-ud-um we called.

2. The past participle, too, when inflected as an adjective, has
u-shift of @ in oot syllable and suffix in the cases which ordinarily

show u-shift (cp. fagur, Adjectives, III, 2 (a), paradigm 2). The
- suffix vowel is never dropped: ‘

. Sg. nom. kall-ad-ur m, koll-ud f£. kall-a¥ n.
acc. kall-ad-an kall-ad-a kall-ad
dat. koll-ud-um kall-ad-ri koll-ud-u

. gen. kall-a0-s kall-ad-rar kall-ad-s
PlL. nom. kall-ad-ir kall-ad-ar koll-ud
ace. kall-ad-a kall-ad-ar koll-ud
- —- -
dat. koll-ud-um
gen. kall-ad-ra
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Note: All other vowels of the root syllable remain unchanged,
e. g. hyyrg-ad-ur, hyrg-ud, hijrg-ad.

3. All the verbs of this class go like kalla or hgjrga; like kalla
if they have a in the root syllable. o
A gyreat many of these verbs are uncompounded (derivations of
nouns kall-a, from kall n. call), but a number of them are formeﬁ
with the following suffixes: -ga, -ka, -la, -na, -ra, and -sa, as we
as with -ja and -va.
in -j i i turally hard to
4. The verbs in -ja belonging to this c}ass are natur
distinguish (most of them have i-shift) in the mﬁmtn(e frgm._the
j-verbs of other classes. But most of the forms are quite distinct,
and in this class the 4 goes through the whole conjugqtlon:
byrja begin, byrja, byrjadi, byrjadur.
Likewise the -va verbs:
bélva curse, damn, bélva, bélvadi, bolvadur.
) o i film of snow, gloggva
Thus: diggva bedew, folva cover with a
make clealq,g mélva break, smash, rikkva grow dark, fall (of dusk),

skrikva not tell the truth, sléngva sling, hurl, .ﬁtéb‘va stop, uppgg;)i(f
discover, vokva water, wet, prongva compel, dlvast become 1n

cated, drva encourage.

4. Inflexional Endings of the Verbs.
1. Synopsis of the Endings of the Active Voice.

TIAECAEIVE. « v vevevenrnsmsnsnrnsres e Subjunctive.;l.‘.
NAICALIVE. o v e v e -
Strong & Weak 1 Weak 2 & 3 Weak 4 Strong -8: ea
i -a
Sg. 1 — ; 4 ) M
§ 2 -ur (-8, U, -t, -) “ir -z: :
3 -ur (-1, -) “-r e
; m -um
PL.1 -um o
2 - ;
3 -a »
I T T A Infinitive..... Participle
MPErative. . ..oovererornsrranie s . o
3 Weak 4 All Verbs . .
:trolzlg & Weak 1 & 2 W?:.k = T andi (o
P% 1 -um -um -um
2 -i0 -0 -0
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Preterite. . ..o i i i i e e et e
Indicative.................. Subjunctive....... Past Participle..........
Strong Weak Strong & Weak  Strong Weak
Sg. 1 — L1 -4 “inm 1 -imm
2 -st (-2t, -t, -) -ir -ir 2 -Our, -dur, -tur
3 — -4 -4 3 -Our, -dur, -tur
\ ~ — 4 -adur
PlL 1 -um
2 -ul
3 ““ (-4)

Note: In this table Sg. (PL) 1, 2, 3, means singular (plural)
first, second, and third person, while Weak 1, 2, 3, 4 means weak
verbs of first, second, third, and fourth class.

2. The Present Indicative.

(a) The present indicative singular shows the greatest variety of
endings. Seemingly it has a different set of endings for (a) all
the strong verbs and the weak verbs of the first class, (b) for the
weak verbs of the second and third classes, and (c) for the weak
verbs of the fourth class. If, however, we look upon the vowels of
the endings in the second, third, and fourth classes (i and -a)
as belonging to the stem of these verbs (as they originally did),
the picture is considerably simplified. We see then that:

1. The first person has no ending: ég gef I give, tel count,
dem-1 judge, vak-i am awake, kall-a call.

R. The second person ends in -r after vowels: pi dem-i-r you
judge, kall-a-r you call; and in an expanded -r (=ur) after con-
sonants: pi gef-ur you give, tel-ur count.

But there are exceptions in the monosyllabic stem forms of the
strong verbs and the weak verbs of the first class: (a) After a
vowel -7 is added: pd fe-rd you get. This is the normal personal
ending -r plus an J which is drawn over from the pronoun p¢ in
phrases like fer pi (becoming ferdu and, by faulty analysis, ferd
bi). (b) -ris assimilated and lost after the consonants -r, -s, -z, and
-n, while -, -¢ (from pi) is added to -7, -s (but not to -z, -n) : pd
ber-d you bear, carry; pi kgs-t you choose, elect; pii vez you grow;
bi hrin you cry.
 Note: In the literary and poetic language the forms without -d,
=t are not uncommon.

8. The third person ends in -r after vowels (also after root
owels!) hann fe-r he gets, sng-r turns; dem-i-r judges, kall-a-r
1ls. It ends in expanded -r (=wur) after consonants, except -, -s,
, -n after which it is lost: hann gef-ur he gives, but hann ber he
rries, ks chooses, vex grows, hrin cries. v
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4. Verbs with infinitives in -ja, -va always drop the j and v in
the present singular, if they are strong or belong to the first class
of the weak verbs: ligg-j-a lie, ég ligg; sokk-v-a sink, ég sekk;
tel-j-a count, ég tel. If they belong to the second and third. \Zveak
classes, they keep the v but drop the j: sékk-v-a sink (fcranmtlve),
ég s6kk-v-i ; vig-j-a consecrate, ég vig-i; seg-j-a say, ég seg-i. (Though
j is dropped in writing it is kept in pronunciation.) If they belox.lg
to the fourth class of the weak verbs, they keep both j and v: fer-j-a
ferry, ég fer-j-a; vok-v-a water, ég vok-v-a.

(b) The present indicative plural endings are alike. for a:ll ver_bs,
strong and weak : -um, -id, -a, the third person being identical with
the infinitive: gef-a to give, they give, kall-a to (they) call, also fd
to (they) get (with loss of the end vowel from fd-a). As to the
plural stem forms, these rules are to be noted:

1. Unlike the singular stem (in strong verbs) which has the

root vowel i-shifted or without breaking (Pr. 5), (e.g. ég kys 1.

choose, tek take, geld pay), the plural stem shows no .i-shi.gt, but’
breaking : vid kjds-um we choose, vid tok-um we take, vid gjold-um
we pay. These examples also show u-shift of the root vowel before
-um ; the second and third person fak-id, -a; bjarg-iJ, -a are not
u-shifted (there being no u in the ending).

Note 1: Exceptions are j-presents, having i-shift both in singular
and plural : sverja swear, ég sver, vid sverjum.

Note 2: Verbs with 4, 1, e, ei as root vowels keep them unchanged
in singular and plural: bita bite, ég bit, vid bitum; finna find, ég

finn, vid finnum ; bera bear, carry, &g ber, vid berum ; heita be called,

6 heiti.”
“Note 3: Though always spelled -¢J the second person present
plural ending often drops the - before its pronoun: komi(J) hid,
or rather komidid ? do you come (are you coming)?

Note 4: Verbs dropping the -a of the infinitive, also drop it in
the third person present plural: fid to flay, they flay; pvo to wash,
they wash; fli(a) to flee, they flee.

9. Verbs with j-presents, whether strong (sver-j-a swear-)jlor
weak (regardless of class) show their j before the plural endings,

except before -0, if the j is preceded by a (tense,.Pr. 2, 2, 3) vowel,
k or g: sver-j-um, sver-j-id, sver-j-a; but svik-j-a dgcefve, bet'ra:y,
svik-j-um : svik-id; vig-j-a consecrate, vig-j-um : mgiu? R kng{-j-a\
compel, kng-j-um : kng-id. In pronunciation, however, j 18 retqmed

even before -id.
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3. Verbs of all classes, whether strong or weak, having v in
their present stem show this v before the present plural personal
endings: sokk-v-a sink, sokk-v-um, sokk-v-iJ, s6kk-v-a ; bol-v-a curse,
bol-v-um, bol-v-id, bol-v-a.

8. The Present Subjunctive.

1. Only one set of endings is used in this inflexion. The singular

endings -, -ir, -4 are added to the infinitive (present) stem without
i-shift (Pr. 5, 2) : kjds-a choose, ég kjds-i, etc. The first and second
person plural are like the corresponding indicative forms: vid
kjés-um, pid kjés-id, with u-shift (Pr. 5, 8) before -um: vid
tok-um we take. The third person plural is like the first and third
person singular: peir kjds-i, tak-i.
2 Verbs with infinitives in -ja and -va retain their § 4nd v both
in singular and plural, except that j is dropped (but pronounced!)
before -i in the ending, if preceded by a (tense, Pr. 2, 2, 3) vowel,
k, or g: sver-j-a swear, sver-j-i ; tel-j-a count : tel-ji; skk-v-a sink,
sb’ik.-v-'i; but fry-j-a taunt, frj-i; seg-j-a say, seg-i; vek-j-a awaken,
vek-i.

4. The Preterite Indicative.

" (a) The preterite indicative singular has two sets of endings,
one for the strong, the other for the weak verbs.

1. The strong verbs have no endings in the first and the third
person, while the normal ending of the second person is -st: ég,
hann gaf 1, he gave; pii gaf-st you gave (thou gavest). But if the
preterite stem terminates in -s, the ending is only -¢: kjés-a choose,
ég kaus I chose, bt kaus-t you chose; if it terminates in -£, an
assimilation takes place and the ending is -2-t: skjét-a shoot, ég
skaut, pii skau-z-t ; hald-a hold, ég hélt, bt hél-z-t; if it ends in -,
the ending is -¢-2¢ : bind-a bind, ég batt, pii bat-zt; and if it, finally,
ends in -st, there is no ending: brest-a burst, ég brast, pi brast.

Note: Not only -2¢, but also -tz¢ is always pronounced -s¢, and
by many authors so spelled.

2. The weak verbs have inv_a'triably -i, -ir, =i in preterite singular
(a set of endings that is also used in the present singular sub-

juh(ftive, and in the preterite singular subjunctive of all verbs):
~ 'tel-j-a count, ég tal-d-i, pi tal-d-ir, hann tal-d-i I, you, he counted.

(b) The preterite plural indicative has the same set of endings:
m, -ud, -u for all verbs strong and weak (these endings are also

used for,the preterite plural subjunctive): far-a go, vid fér-um,
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pid fér-ud, peir for-u; tel-j-a count, vid tol-d-um, pid t6l-d-ud,
beir tol-d-u; kall-a call, vid koll-ud-um, pid koll-ud-ud, peir koll-
ud-u. The two last examples show that an a, whether in the root
or the suffix syllable, is always u-shifted (Pr. 5, 8) before these

endings.

5. The Preterite Subjunctive.

The preterite subjunctive, whose stem in strong and weak verbs
alike is identical with that of the preterite plural indicative, but
j-shifted (Pr. 5, 2) (except in the fourth class of weak verbs and
in some of the verbs of the third weak class), has the endings -4, -,
- in the singular, and -um, -ud, -u (or -) in the plural: kjés-a
choose, preterite plural: vid kus-um, preterite subjunctive: ég kys-i,
bt kys-ir, hann kys-i, vid kys-um, hid kys-ud, peir kys-u (kys-1) 3
tel-j-a count, preterite indicative: ég tal-d-i, vid tol-d-um, preteri.te
subjunctive: ég tel-d-i, vid tel-d-um, etc.; but kall-a call, preterite
indicative: ég kall-ad-i, vid kéll-ud-um, preterite subjunctive the
same. It will be observed that the plural endings cause no u-shift
(Pr. 5, 8), except in the third and fourth classes of weak ver};{s,
when the i-shift is lacking. But strong verbs, whose stems end in
a tense (Pr. 2, 2, 3) vowel, g or k, add a j before the w of the ph_lral
endings: sjd see, preterite plural: vid sd-um, preterite gubjungtlve:
ég s@-i, vid s@-j-um; tak-a take, vid ték-um, ég tek-i, vid tw}c-]-um;

ljiig-a lie, vid lug-um, ég lyg-i, vid lyg-j-um; gang-a go, vid geng-
um, 6g geng-i, vid geng-j-um. L

6. The Imperative.

1. The second person singular is without ending in all strong
verbs (tak-a take, tak (you) take!), and in the first and second
classes of weak verbs (tel-j-a count, tel count! dem-a judge, dfvm
judge!). But in some verbs of the third weak class it has the endu.}g
-i: peg-j-a be silent, peg-i P you be silent (but seg-j-a say, seg pu!
without ending!) ; and in the verbs of the fourth weak class it has
the ending -a: kall-a call, kall-a bt (you) calll Since, however,

the -i and the -a of these imperatives originally belonged to the

stem, it may be said that they, too, are without ending.

Note 1: The above forms are mostly literary. Usually pi is
added to these imperatives as an ending. The resulting forms are
given in Pronunciation 4, 4. Whether bt becomes -0u, -fiu, or -tu
depends upon much the same rules as govern the formation of the
preterite suffix (see Weak Verbs, Preliminary Remarks, 3, 1 above).
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. N or;e 2: Verbs in -ja or -vu never show the j or v in the impera-
tive singular, unless they belong to the fourth class of weak verbs:
her-j-a plunder, bo-l-va curse, imperatives her-j-a pi, bil-v-a I)u
But tel-j-a count, tel pu, and sokk-v-a sink, sokk piu, regularly.

Note_3: The verbs binda bind, standa stand, vinda wind, turn
am.i hrinda push, have bitt(u), statt(u), vitt(u), hritt("u) 01:
hrint (u) as imperatives; the verbs ganga go, and stinga stab piérce
have gakk or gdttu, and stikiu. All other verbs in -nd a,,nd -ng,
retain these sounds unchanged.

2. The .ﬁrst. and second person plural are identical with the
corresponding indicative forms: tak-a take, tok-um vid| tak-id pio'!
let us take! you take!

7. The Infinitive.

The infinitive of all verbs ends in -a, before which a j or v of the
present stem appears, if it exists: far-a go, tel-j-a count, sikk-v-a
sink. II_1 kall-a the -a really belongs to the stem, so that the -a of
t}}e endlflg is dropped. It is also dropped after ¢ (in many verbs:
fd get, sd sow, sld beat), o (originally d: pvo wash, from pvd), ¢ (in
ske happen), and partly after 4 (fli(a) flee, snmii(a) turn).

Note: Two verbs have an infinitive in -u: munu shall, will, and
skulu shall; see the Preterite present verbs, 5 below. These, two
verbs as well as wilja (rarely) also have a preterite infinitive:
mundu, skyldu, vildu with the same -u ending. Sometimes, however,
these preterite infinitives end in -i, but that is chiefly colloquial.

8. The Participles.

1. Present participles ending in -andi (-ndi) are indeclinable
when used as adjectives (weak declension, third class) ; when used
as nouns they go like nemands (weak masculine, second class).
Verbs in -ja, -va retain j and v throughout the inflexion: vel-j-a
choose, vote, vel-j-andi voter, pl. vel-j-endur (not vel-éndur! though

; otherwise je is always spelled é).

2. Past participles, whether strong: -inn, or weak: -inn, -Jur,

-dur, -tur, -adur, go like adjectives (see Adjectives, III, 2 (a),

paradigms 9 and 10: heidinn, talinn ; and kalladur under the third
class of weak verbs), strong and weak. They also take comparison:
liinn tired (from lJja tire out), lin-ari more tired, lin-astur most
tired ; rydgadur rusty, rydgadri, rydgadastur, from rydga rust.

-
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In. VII, 4, 11 GRAMMAR Verb Endings

11. The Middle Voice.

1. The middle voice is originally a reflexive, formed by addition
of sik (the old form of the reflexive pronoun sig) to all forms of
the verb in the active voice. Sik in these endings was contracted to
-sk which in turn has given the modern -st or -zt. The middle
forms are made as follows:

9. After vowels, whether in stems or endings, -st is added. Thus
in infinitives: -(a)-st; first person present indicative: -i-st, -a-st;
third person plural indicative: -(a)-st; first and third person
singular of (a) present subjunctive, (b) weak preterite indicative,
and (c) preterite subjunctive: -¢-st; third person plural preterite
indicative and subjunctive: -u-st; third person plural present (and
preterite) subjunctive: -i-st; singular imperative: kalla-st.

3. The second and third persons singular present indicative drop
the endings -ur (-r, -J, -rd, -t), leaving a stem form identical with

the first person, to which the -st (or -z¢) is added. Likewise the -ir -

of the second person present subjunctive, preterite subjunctive, and
weak preterite indicative, drops its -r, adding -st to the vowel : -i-st.

4. The first person plural -um, regardless of tense or mood,
always becomes -um-st, or colloquially -ust-um, a form that is hardly
to be recommended.

The second person plural present ending -id becomes -iz¢ in all
three moods, and the preterite -uJ becomes -uzt both in indicative
and subjunctive. ’

5. In the present indicative singular of strong verbs and weak
verbs of the first class, as well as in the preterite singular of strong
verbs (all three persons), the middle ending is added directly
to the (monosyllabic) stem. It is then always -st unless the stem
terminates in the consonants -d, -t, -tt, and (consonant +) -J. In

these special cases the -st combines with the specified consonants to

make -zt, or, in the case of -tt, -t-z¢. Examples:

hald-a hold, present: ég hel-zt (helst), from held-st
preterite: ég hél-zt (hélst), from hélt-st

lét-a let, present: ég le-zt (lest), from lei-st
preterite: ég lé-2t (lést), from lét-st

vind-a wind, present: ég vin-et (vinst), from vind-st
preterite: ég vat-2t (vast), from vatt-st

bregf-a jerk, present: ég breg-zt (bregst), from bregd-st
preterite: ég brd-st (brdst).
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6. The second person preterite indicative (active), whi
has the ending -st, formerly ended in -t: gaf—sg you g?aiv:‘,' fls:lmlglv;
gaf-t. Hence the. middle ending could be spelled -2¢ to distinguish
113 from the active; but both are spelled and pronounced alike,
Example: gef-a give, active and middle gaf-st. .

7. The present participles are now hardly used in the middle
voice, except facetiously in imitation of the old learned style:
‘berjandisk ok bilvandisk beating and cursing. e

The past participles are found only in a neuter form, used to
make up t}.le compound tenses of the verbs. Since the neliter form
;)tf itsheb(z?ctlvc::%1 past participle ends either in -iJ, -9, -¢, (-tt), or -ad,
place(,) %(;1;; plzz :the assimilations described in 5 above always take

taka take PP. tekinn, tekid middle tekizt (tekist) from tekil-st

kalla call “ kalladur, kallad  “ kall %

slfmi book “ skrddur, skrdd L skrd(?:t ((!k)alltwt) «“ fl:rl';?.:t
8jd see “ sédur, séd “ séat (1) (sést) “ aéb'-sts
dwmq judge “ demdur, demt “  demet (demst) “ demt-st
pek.k]a know “ pekktur, pekkt “  Dbekkzt (bekkst) “ pekkt-st
breida spread “ breiddur, breitt “  breibzt(1) “ breittfst
hitta hij; “  hittur, hitt hit(:trezgxt) ) “  hitt-st
kyssa kiss “ kysstur, kysst “  kysstst (kysst) ¢ lkysst-st

Note 1: One would expect sédst, breitzt, and kysszt, but these
fo_rms are never so spelled. Verbs like breida, b'reiddi’ breiddur
Wlth. 6‘ in the present stem and dd in the preterite’ and pasiz
participle, always have ¢ in the past participle middle. It will be
seen thfi,t the past participles in the middle voice always have -z,
except in skrddst (in weak verbs after ¢ in stem) and kysstst. ’

ZYote R. Two verbs, leggja and setja lay and set, have expanded
the_lr Past participles in the middle voice with case endings of
ad]ectn{es, i.e. the indeclinable neuter form lagzt and setzt take
the ordinary strong adjective endings : lagat-ur, logat, lagzt ; setatur,

~ setat, setzt. Eg er lagztur I have taken to bed.

Note 3. It should not be forgotten that the above rules about
where to place -2¢ and -tzt are simply orthographical, and that
these combinations are always pronounced, and by ma,ny writers
spelled -st. I have added these forms in parentheses.

8.. Not all verbs may have the middle voice ; this depends upon
their meaning (of which more in the Syntax). Thus vera be, and
verb'a. become, lack it. On the other hand, there are verbs, appe:zring
only in the form of the middle voice ; thus fttast fear.
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In. VII, 5,1 GRAMMAR
9. Paradigm of 8 Verb in the Middle Voice:
S e veeee
Indicative Subjunctive Indicative Subjunctive
8g.1,2,3 fer-st far-i-st kall-a-8t kall-i-8t
PL 1 for-um-st for-um-8t ksll-um-8t koll-um-st
92  far-i-zi far-i-zt kall-i-2t kall-i-2t
3 far-a-st far-i-st kall-a-st kall-i-st
RIS S S .
Sg. 1 for-st feer-i-st kall-adi-st The same
2  foér-st feer-i-st kall-adi-st a8
3 for-st feer-i-st Lall-adi-st indicative
PL 1 for-um-st feer-um-st koll-ubum-st except
2  foér-u-zt fer-u-zt Koll-ubu-2t gometimes
3 foér-u-st foer-u-st koll-udu-st Lall-abi-st
i oo
Sg. 2 far-st (does not oceur) kall-a-8t
PL 1 for-um-st koll-um-st
9 far-i-et kall-i-zt
RS TRT E W
far-a-st perish kall-a-st be called
oaat, Papteigle e e
kall-a-zt

far-i-2t

5. Irregular Verbs.

1. Preterite Present Verbs.
whose present

ber but very commom,
b, and whose

These are verbs, few in num
has the same form as the preterite of a strong Ve
bs the infinitive, the (weak)

preterite is weak. As arule, in these ver
le (if found) are formed from the

preterite, and the past particip

present plural stem.
These verbs are vita know ; kunnd know,

purfa need ; mund remember, MU shall, W
may, eiga owD, have (to),and vilja will, want

ag follows:

know how to, unna love,
ill, skulu shall; mega
to. They are inflected
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Ee~e~e'

ive.

tindica

8g. 1 veit

vil
vilt
vill

tt

skal mé
skalt mdit
skal mé

mun
munt
mun

man
manst
man

barf
Dbarft
barf

ann
annt
ann

kann
kannt
kann

2 veizt
3 veit
PL 1 vitum

PR

viljum
viljid

vilja

eigum
eigid
eiga

megum
megid
mega

skulum
skululd
skulu

munum.

munud

munu

munum
. munid
muna

burfum
burfid
burfa

unnum
unnily
unna

kunnum
kunnily
kunna

2 vitid

3 vita

vilj-i

eig-i

meg-i

skul-i

Present Subjunctive. ..

Sg. 1 vit-i

mun-i

mun-i

unn-i burf4

kunn-i
-ir, -i; -um, -i0, -i.

ete.:
Preterite Indicative......

oilds

mdti-4

mund-i

INFLEXIONS

dtt-4

unn-i Durft-i

kunn-i
-ir, -i; -um, -ud, -u.

Sg. 1 viss-i

ete.:

Preterite Subjunctive. .. ...

@®it-i

vild-i

mett-i

skyld-¢

Y

mund-¢
mynd-i

byrft-i.
Imperative........

) kynn-i ynn-i
-ir, -i; -um, -ud, -u (-i)

Sg. 1 viss-i
ete.:

mun (du)

unn (tu)

Sg. 2 vit(tu) ——
Pl. 1 vitum

unnum
unnid

2 vitid

Infinitive........

vilja

burfa m
una
munu skulu mega 1
eiga

Present Participle.......

kunna unna

vita

viljandi

eigandi

megandi

In. VII, 5, 1

munandi

burfandi

Past Participle......

vitandi Kkunnandi unnandi

viljad "

dtt

mditt

munad

burft

unnad,
unnt

vitadur kunnad
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In. VII, 5, 2-8 GRAMMAR Irregular Verbs

Note: For the infinitive forms munu, skulu the subjunctive forms
muni, skuli are sometimes substituted : hin segist skuli reyna bad
she says she’ll try it. o

The verbs munu, skulu, and vilja also have the preterite infinitives
mundu, skyldu, and vildu (mundi, skyldi, vildi). .

The form mundi (of munw) was originally and indicative form,
but has now only subjunctive meaning.

2. Preterites in -ri.

A few verbs have preterites in -ri. As is lpost clearly seen in
réa row, re-ri, these are traces of reduplicating preterites. The
verbs are as follows:

Infinitive Present Preterite Past Participle

kjérinn (kerinn) also
strong, class 2

kjésa choose, vote ks kjori (keri)

réa row re reri (réri, rori) réin'/n
gréa grow gre greri (gréri, "g'rb'ri) g'rémm.
nie rub nY neri (néri, nori) niinn
sniia turn snyf sneri (snéri, snéri) sniinn

Note: These preterites in -ri take the endings of. the -wea.k
preterites: -1, -ir, -i; -um, -ud, -u. The preterite subjunctive is
identical with the indicative, except for an occasional third person
plural in -i. The form rer: is literal, but réri is a common and
réri a dialectal colloquial form. The same is true of the variants of
the other verbs,

3. The Verb vera to be.

Present.......coviiiieniiiiiions Preterite...... ...
Indicative Subjunctive Indicative Subjunctive
Sg. 1 er, em 86 veri var vwn:

2 ert gért verir varst verir

3 er 8é veri var veri
PL 1 erum séum  verum vorum, vérum verum

2 erud séud  verid vorud, vérul verud )

3 eru sé(u) wveri voru, véru veru, vert
Imperative Infinitive Present Participle =~ Past Participle
Sg. 2 ver(iu) ) ' -
Pl. 1 verum vera verandi veril

2 verill

104 :

PART III. SYNTAX.

I. CASES AND THEIR USES.
1. Nominative.,

Icelandic agrees with English in using the nominative as a subject
of a sentence. As a rule, the object is put in the accusative, but
some verbs take a dative or even a genitive object. The normal
use of the dative is for the indirect object, and the normal function
of the genitive is as a possessive.

In English the functions of the parts of the sentence are deter-
mined by the word order: subject, verb, indirect object, object,
e. g. he gave me the book. This, too, is the normal order in Icelandic:
hann gaf mér békina, but it need not be as strictly observed as in
English. See Word Order, VII below.

2. Accusative.
1. Accusative with Verbs.

1. The accusative normally marks the object of transitive verbs:
taka bokina take the book; transitive verbs in the middle voice
also take accusative: hredast daudann dread death.

R. Some verbs take double accusative, e. g. peir kusu hann borgar-
stjéra (or: fyrir borgarstjéra) they elected him (as) mayor; ég
taldi hann gédan I considered him good.

Note: In the passive the object (accusative) becomes subject
(nominative), and the subject is turned into a prepositional phrase
‘(much as in English): hann var kosinn borgarstjéri (af beim)
he was elected mayor (by them); the verbs of the middle voice
cannot be so converted.

3. Some verbs take the logical subject in the accusative, and the
(logical) object in the accusative. These are really impersonal
verbs (q. v. VI, 14 below) with two accusatives; they tend to have
the (logically normal) word order: logical subject, verb, object.
Examples:

.mig vantar ské I lack (need) shoes (literally: ‘it lacks me shoes’) ;
mig skortir ekkert I lack nothing;
mtg drezmdi draum I dreamt (had) a dream.
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