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Conjugation of Verbs and Adjectives in Romanized Japanese

by Paul Burchard

To use the tables, first determine the class and radical of the word in question. If the dictionary form
of a verb ends in -eru or -iru, it is a class-I verb (see Note 0 for exceptions), and its radical is
obtained by removing the -iru. The irregular verbs kuru and suru are handled specially, along with
the various forms of the contraction desu (class D in the chart) and its plain form da. Any other verb
is a class-II verb, and its radical is obtained by removing the -u (see Note 1). A true adjective (class
A in the chart) ends in -ai, -ii, -0i, or -ui, and its radical is obtainedby removing the -i.

Starting with the radical, intermediate endings (zero or more) may be added, after which exactly one
terminal ending must be added. As the endings are added on, the appropriate sound changes and
other adjustments should be made, as described in the Notes. Also, each intermediate ending will
change the class of the compound as indicated in the chart. In Japanese writing, the ending as written
in hiragana includes the final roman letter of the radical (except for class-II verbs whose radical ends
in a vowel). This letter will of course be modified by sound changes when appropriate.

Not all combinations and orderings of the endings described here are acceptable. For example, when
an explicit combination such as Passive Causative is given, then the individual Passive and
Causative endings should not be combined. The order of intermediate endings is given roughly in the
order in which they should be combined, when such combinations are acceptable.

Go To Tables....
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Tables for Conjugating Japanese Verbs
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Click here for an explanation of these tables.

Intermediate Endings

] Form “(*)” Regular Verbs ” Irregular Verbs |
[ [ m [ ][ suru | ja J| o] |
[Potential Iz |
Passive 3 ||-rare-[I] |[-are-[I] 1[<I(])rare- sare-[I]
Causative/Permissive||3 ||-sase-[I] [|-ase-[I] 1[(1(])8356_ sase-[I]
A |Passive Causative ||3 ||-sare-[I] ||-asare-[I] I
[Progressive 2 |[tei-m J-tei-m  |ikite i-[1] [[shite i-[1] |
Polite 1.5||-mas-[11] ||-imas-[11] lﬁiﬁas' shimas-[IT]
Negative 3,5||-na-[A] |-ana-[A] |kona-[A]|shina-[A] |jja na-[A] ([iIe)\]zva arimasen
. . -masen |-imasen kimasen |[shimasen
Polite Negative 1,5 (D] D] (D] (D]
[Desiderative 1 Jta-[A] |Fita-[A] |kita-[A] ||shita-[A] |
Terminal Endings
r Form Ir Regular Verbs ” Irregular Verbs ” Adjectives |
~ [ m [ [ kere [ suru [ (@ | 1 | [A] |
[Present/ Attributive !l-ru ”-u |lkuru |lsuru |da  J/desu |l-i |
[-na |
Ilzgzt‘e/clsresent 2 ||-ta -ta kita shita datta ||deshita ||-katta
==
lli;léséit/ Frobabie —3_ -you -ou kiyou shiyou darou ||deshou ||-karou
-ru -u .
l_ deshou ||deshou i GEshon
IProbable Past ||—tarou Jl-tarou ”kitarou ”shitarou | |-kattarou |
-ta -ta kita shita
deshou ||deshou ||deshou ||deshou -katta deshou
[Present Conditionaﬂl-reba H-eba ”kureba ”sureba |lnara |nareba |l-kereba ]
i nara(ba) |
|Past Conditional Il-tara Jl-tara “kitara ”shitara ”dattara”deshitaral [—kattara ]
|Gerund / [ | | I I I |
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|Conjunctive ||_2;||-te ”-te J|kite ”shite J|de “de J-kute J
|deshite Jl-i de |
INoun Form ||— |l-i |lki “shi ] |-sa I
[Pronoun Form |[ru no ”-u no | ]-i no I
Predicative / ku
Adverbial
-u (with
B gozaru)
|—i (with desu) l
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Japanese Verb Conjugation Chart
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[Consonant Chart]

m 1
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2 T
5 h
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AN o
[Vowel Chart]
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