ME, either in the preterite or past participle or in both, _
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swich, siche, suche, northern swilk suilk (OE. swylc)
such, beside northern slik (ON. slikr) such.

CHAPTER X
VERBS

§ 888. In treating the history of the verbs from OE. to
the end of the ME. period we shall generally follow the
same order as that adopted in the EOE. Gr. §§ 816-95.

The ME,, like the OE. verb, has the following independent
forms: one voice (active), two numbers, three persons, two
tenses (present and preterite), two complete moods (indicative
and subjunctive), besides an imperative which is only used
in the present tense ; one verbal noun (the present infinitive),
a present participle with active meaning, and one verbal
adjective (the past participle).

§ 389, ME. verbs(}_i e the OE. are divided into two great
classes :-#Strong and . The strong verhs form their
preterite and past patticiple by means of .ablaut (EOE. Gr.
§108). The weak verbs form their preterite by the addition
of asyllable containing a dental (OE. -de, -te) and their past
participle by means of a dental suffix (OE. -d, -t). Besides
these two great classes of strong and weak verbs, there are a
feyn others, which will be treated under the general heading
ofMinor Groups. .

890. The chief characteristic differences between the

OE. and ME. verbal forms are :—(a) the weakening of the

OE. vowels a and o to e in medial and final syllables, and

the gradual loss of many of the old verbal endings; (b) the
numerous levellings and analogical formations which took
place, especially in the preterite both of strong and weak
verbs; (¢) many of the OE. strong ver in
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ME. VERBAL ENDINGS

a. THE PRESENT.

§801. The normal ME. endings of the present are:—

Indic. S. and Ken. E.M. W.M. N.
Sing. -e, (e)st, -(e)p -e, -est,-ep -e,-es(t),-es -e,-es,-es
PL -ep -en -en (-es) -es

Subj. Sing. -, pl. -en in all the dialects. OE. sing. -e; plL

. —,-¢, pl. M. and S. -ep, N. -es.
=(but south-west Midland inde), S.
.inde (later -inge, -jng)) N. -and(e), § 138.
Inf. -en (OKE. -an). .

The east Midland dialects often have -es for -ep in the
thivd pers. sing. from the northern dialects, and similarly
.es for -est, -€p in the west Midland dialects. For the
northern ending -is and the west Midland endings -us, -ust,
.up see § 184, The OE. West Saxon syncopated and con-
tracted forms of the second and third persons singular were
generally preserved in the ME. southern dialects, as bintst,
bint; rist,rist; sitst, sit; stantst, stant, see § 239. The
ending -ep of the third pers. singular and plural has been
preserved in the form -8 among the older generation of
dialect speakers in Somersetshire and Devonshire. The
Midland plural ending -en of the pres. indicative was a new
formation from the endings of the present subjunctive and
preterite indicative. This plural ending in -en has been
preserved in many of the modern Midland dialects. In the

OE. period the Northumbrian dialect had -e8 _beside -est in

the second pers. singular, -es beside -ep in the third pers.
singlular, and -as beside -ap in the plural. In early ME.
the endings with -t and -p gradually disappeared, snd then
later -es was extended to the first pers. singular, so that
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eventually the whole of the singular and plural ended in -es.
The northern plural ending -es spread at an early period to

the west Midland dialects bordering on the northern. Inthe
modern Scottish, northern, and most of the north Midland
dialects all persons singular and plural take s, -z (or -32z)
when not immediately preceded or followed by their proper
pronoun, ‘that is, when the subject is a noun, an interroga-
tive or relative pronoun, or when the verb and the subject
are separated by a clause., Through the ME. weakening of
the OE. endings the present of all cl eak verbs fell
togethex except in the southern and Kentish dialects which
had the endings -ie in the first pers. singular, -iep in the
plural and -ienin the inf. of the verbs which in OE. belonged
to class II, and verbs of the type werian {o defend, belong-
ing to class I (EOE. Gr. §§ 870, 880). In the modern
south-western dialects,. especially those of Dor., Som., and

- Dev., the old ending -i, generally written y, has been pre-

served in intransitive verbs. In the plural of the imperative

“.the west Midland dialects often have :g§ from the northern

\gialects. This also occurs occasionally in the east Midland
ialects. * From about the end of the thirteenth century the
southern dialects have the ending -inge (-ing) beside -inde in
the present participle, which was due to the influence of the
old endings -inge, -ing (OE. -ung, -ing) of the verbal noun.
In Chaucer the present participle regularly ends in -ing(e).
The OE. ending -anne of the inflected infinitive was only
preserved with simplification of -nn- to -n- in a few mono-
syllabic verbs, as td done : don o do, to s§ne: sgn fo see.
On the loss of final -n see §§ 147, 247.

b. THE PRETERITE,

§ 892. The normal ME. endings of the preteri gﬁE —
. (Strong verbs sing. —, “ey’—
Indie. R
naie {Weak y o (:e,;e_st (res), -e, l en\\\
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Subj. strong and weak verbs sing. -e, pl. -en. OE. -e, pl.
-en,

Pp.: strong verbs -en, weak verbs -ed (-d), -t

The personal endings of the preterite indicative were lost
fairly early in the northern dialects, so That the singular
and plural had the same form throughout, as spak, maked,
&e., whereas the other dialects preserved the old difference
between the singular and plural as in Chaucer. In the
northern dialects the preterite indicative came to be used
at an early period for the subjunctive, as northern band
beside Midland and southern bounde, pl. bounden. This
change had also taken place in the Midland dialects before
Chaucer’s time. The past participle was rarely inflected even
in early ME, _The prefix 3e-, later ir, ¥- (§ 240) disappeared. )
early in the northern dialeets, and mostly also in the Midland J
dialects. It remained longest in the southern dialects. It
has been preserved in the form - in many of the modern
south Midland and south-western dialects. For -ed in the
past participle of weak verbs the northern dialects generally
had -id, the Scottish -it, and the west Midland -ud (-ut), see
§§ 134,289 ; and similarly in the preterite after the loss of
final - (§ 141).

_§898. The final -n_of the infinitive disappeared in the
OE. period in_ Northumbrian, whereas in the pp. of strong
verbs it remained throughout the ME. period in the northern

dialects. 1t also disappeared Tairly early in the infinitive
and pp. of strong verbs in the Midland and southern dialects,
and in the indicative present plural of the Midland dialects,
as well as in the plural of the present subjunctive, the plural
of the preterite indicative and subjunctive of all the dialects,
cp. § 247.

A. STRONG VERBS

§394. In ME. as in OE. the strong verbs are divided
into 4even clasces. Before giving examples of the various
N
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classes of strong verbs, it will be useful to state here in
a connected manner some of the changes which these verbs
underwent in general during the ME. period :—

1. In the present of verbs belonging to the third, fourth,
and fifth classes the & of the first person singular and of the
plural was levelled out into the second and third persons
singular, as helpe, helpest, helpep = OE. helpe, hilp(e)st,
hilp(e)p; bgre, bgrest, bgrep = OE. bere, bir(e)st, bir(e)p;
éte, étest, §tep = OE. ete, it(e)st, itep, it(t).

2. The unmutated forms of the first person singular and
of the plural of the present were levelled out into the second
and third persons singular, except in a few monosyllabic
forms of the southern dialects, as falle, fallest, fallep =
OE. fealle, fielst, fielp, but southern g, ggst, g¢p = OE.
ga, gast, g&p: :

8. Verbs which had double consonants in the first person
singular and in the plural of the present levelled out the
double consonants (except bb, gg) into the second and
third persons singular, as falle, fallest, fallep = OE. fealle,
fielst, fielp; sitte, sittest, sittep = OE. sitte, sitst, sit(t).

4. The old form of the second person singular of the
preterite was generally preserved in early ME. in the
Midland and southern dialects, as bounde, spéke spéke

_beside band (bond), spak of the first and third persons
singular, but in the northern dialects the form of the first
and third person singular became generalized for the singular
at an early period, and similarly later in the Midland and
southern dialects, which at a still later period often added
-est from thepresent of the second person singular. Chaucer
has the old beside the new form, as songe (= sunge), b?;re
bére beside drank, spak.

5. In the northern dialects the preterite singular had
begun to be levelled out into the plural already at the
beginning of the fourteenth century, whereas in the Midland
and southern dialects the old distinction between the stem-
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vowels of the singular and plural forms was generally pre-
served throughout the ME. period, but even in Chaucer the
singular was sometimes levelled out into the plural. On
the other hand the form of the plural was sometimes levelled
out into the singular in the Midland and southern dialects,
as sét(e) sét(e), pl. séten sgten, beside northern sat, pL
sat(e).

6. In the second class of strong verbs the preterite plural
was generally remodelled on the past participle, as cropen
for older crupen (OE. crupon), pp. crgpen (OE. cropen)
crept. :

7. In OE. the preterite singular and plural of the seventh
class of strong verbs had & or &o, but as €0 became & in ME.
all the verbs of this clags, which remained strong in ME.,,
had € in the preterite, see § 85,

8. In the northern dialects the preterite indicative came
to be used at an early period for the preterite subjunctive,
which was generally also the case in Chaucer.

9. The final -n of the past participle remained throughout
the ME. period in the northern dialects, whereas in the other
dialects it disappeared fairly early, as morthern cumen,
taken, beside ycome, ytake in the other dialects.

10. The participial ending -en became -n after liquids,
and after long vowels and diphthongs, as stoln, born,
sworn; leyn, seyn, slayn (§§ 144, 147).

11. Only a few verbs preserved the operation of Verner’s
Law (EOE. Gr. §§ 115, 116), as wéren wégren: was, for-
19r(e)n : forlgsen, soden : sgpen,

12. As early as the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
many_of the OE., strong verbs had begun to have weak

_beside the strong forms, and some verbs had become entirely
weak _before the end of the ME. period. All the French

verbs were weak in ME. except striven' (O.Fr. estriver).
ON. verbs remained strong or weak according as they were
strong or weak in ON.

N 2
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Furr ConsucaTioN oF A ME. StronNe VERB.

§ 895. The early ME. inflexion of binden will serve as a
model for the conjugation of strong verbs generally.

Present.
Indicative.
S. and
Ken. E.M. W.M. N. OE.
Sing. 1. binde binde ~ binde binde binde
2. bintst bindest bindes(t) bindes bindest,
bintst
8. bint  bindep,-es binde), -es bindes bindep,
bint

Plur. bindep binden binden, -es bindes bindap

. ‘ Subjunctive.

i‘lrl‘ffj :;‘;gzn} in all the dialects, OE. binde, pl. binden. -
Imperative.

Sing. bind in all the dialects, OE. bind.

Plur. N. bindes, but bindep in the other dialects, OE.

bindap.
Infinitive.
N. binde, but binden in the other dialects, OE. bindan.

Present Participle.
N. bindand, M. bindende, S. and Ken. bindinde, OE.
bindende, cp. § 391.

Preterite.
Indicative.
S. and Ken. M. N. OE.
Sing. 1. bond band (bond) band band (bond)
2. bounde bounde band bunde
8. bond band (bond) band band (bond)
Plur. bounden bounden band(en) bunden

(
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' Subjunctive.
S. and Ken. M. N. OE.
Sing:  bounde bounde band bunde
Plur. bounden bounden band(en) bunden
Participle.

sebounde(n) 3ebounde(n) bunden (ge)bunden

TaeE CLASSIFICATION OF STRONG VERBS.

Crass L
§3898. OE. i a(§ s1) i i
ME. 1 o (N.a) i i

biten bot (N. bat) biten  biten
driven drgf (N. draf) driven driven

And similarly abiden (biden), agrisen to be korrified, arisen
(risen), bistriden, biswiken fo deceive, cliven to adhere,
fliten to quarrel, gliden, gripen fo grip, seize, riden, rinen
to touch; riven (ON. rifa) fo tear, schinen, schriven, sliden,
sliten to siit, smiten, striden, striken, striven (O.Fr.
estriver), priven (ON. prifa), writen, wripen fo twist.
On preterites like bote, argse (s = z), drgve beside older
bot, ards, dréf, cp. §§ 140, 268, 277; and on early shortenings
like droff(e, schroff(e see § 100. :

§ 307. As early as the fourteenth century many of the
verbs in the preceding paragraph had begun to have weak
beside the strong forms either in the preterite or past
participle or in both, as bited(e, bited ; schined(e, schined ;
and similarly with gripen, schriven, striken, striven,
priven; and with shortening of the stem-vowel, as slitte,
y-slit (cp. §§ 87, 98), and similarly with fliten, sliden, sliten,
smiten. Some .verbs passed over entirely into the weak
conjugation, as dwinen fo disappear, dwined(e, dwined ;
spiwen (§ 116), spiwed(e, spiwed; siken sichen (OE.
sican) to sigh, pret. siste, pp. y-sizt formed after the analogy
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of verbs like squste, y-sQust (§ 426) : séken s&chen fo seck,
from the preterite and pp. was formed the new present
sihen sizen sighen in the fourteenth century; &e.

§ 898. sisen, sien syen=O0E. sigan (§122, 2) {o sink, fall ;
pret. sing. sa3, s03, s€3, sey (§ 107, 5) beside late ME. weak
seit seyt seyit; pp. y-sigen (sejen). stijen, stien styen
=OE. stigan (§ 122, 2), steien to ascend; pret. sing. stas,
stawe (§ 110, 4), st§3 (stei3) beside weak stide, stiede,
stized(e, stgsed(e, pl. stizen, stien styen (§ 122, 1), stowen
(§ 118, 8); pp. stizen, stien styen, stdsen beside weak
stijed, steied. wrén (OE. wréon) fo cover; pret. sing.
wrg3 (wrei3), pl. wrizen, wrien wryen ; pp. wrisen, wrien
wryen. pén (OE. p&on) to fhrive; pret. sing. pg3 (pei),
pl. posen (powen); pp. bosen (powen). The pret. sing.
© $§3, stg3 (stei3), wres (wrei3) were formed after the analogy
of class IT (§ 401), and b&n (OE. péon, pah, pigon, pigen)
went over entirely into this class.

Crass II.
- §399. OE. @o €éa u o
) ME. g ¢ 0o(uw )

figten fo flow figt fioten (fluten) figten

In early ME. the pret. plural regularly had u, but later
the verbs of this class generally had § from the past
-participle ; and similarly brewen (§ 112, 1) {0 brew, chewen
(chowen, cp. § 85 note) to chew, cléven to cleave, crépen fo
creep, 3€ten fo pour, rewen fo rue. bgden to bid, command,
pret. sing. bg§d beside bedd with early shortening (cp. § 100),
bod (see § 394, 5), and bad due to mixing up of bidden
(§ 410) with béden, pl. buden, boden, bedden (see § 394, 5),
pp- boden, late ME. bodden with shortening of the stem-
vowel. schéten (schiiten, schten, cp. § 86 and note) beside
schott(en with early shortening fo shoof, pret. sing. schgt,
pl. schoten beside schotten; pp. schgten, later schotten,

Ll S N S—
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schot. Many of the above verbs had weak beside the
strong forms as early as the fourteenth century, as pret. and
pp. brewed(e, breud, brued; cléved(e (clefte, cleft with
shortening of the stem-vowel, see § 92, 2); and similarly
creped(e (crepte, crept); fléted(e (flette); rewed(e;
schotte, schott.

§ 400. s&pen to secthe, pret. sing. sg¢p, pl. soden (suden)
beside weak s&ped(e, pp. sgden (sgpen); ché&sen (chiisen,
chosen {o choose, cp. § 65 and note), pret. sing. chgs (= OE.
céas), chas, chgs (= OE. ceas), pl. coren (curen), chgsen,
chgsen (cp. § 394, 5) beside weak ché&sed(e, chiised(e, pp.
coren, corn, chgsen ; and similarly frésen to freeze, forlgsen
1&ésen to lose (weak pret. and pp. also leste, lest ; loste, lost).
For the consonant changes due to Verner’s law see EOE. Gr.
§ 116.

§ 401, dré&sen,dreien (drien dryen, cp. § 107, 6) to endure,
pret. sing. drégs (drei3 § 107, 5), pl. drusen, drgsen (dreien)
with & (ei) from the singular (cp. § 394, 5), pp. drosen,
drgw‘en (cp. § 118, 2); lgsen, leien (lizen, lien lyen) to tell
lies, pret. sing. 183 (lei3), pl. lu3en (lowen, ou =1, see § 122,
5), lowen beside weak 183ed(e, leized(e lized(e, lyed(e, pp.
193en, lowen beside weak 1i3ed, lied ; t&n (OE. t€on) fo draw,
pret. t&3 (tei3), pl. tusen (towen, cp. §122, 5), pp. tosen,
towen. ME. fign (OE. fleon) {o. flec and fig3en (OE. fleéogan)
to fly became mixed up in the present, as fién (flien fiyen),
pret. sing. fig3 (flei3), flaz(e (law(e), pl. flusen (flowen),
figsen (flpwen) beside weak flgde, fledde with early shorten-
ing (cp. § 100), pp. flozen (flowen), flown (floun) beside weak
fledd; pres. fiésen (Ormulum flgshenn), fleien, flien fiyen,
flén, pret. sing. fI§3 (flei3), flaz(e (law(e), flow(e with ow
from the plural and pp., pl. flusen (flowen, § 122, 5), figzen
(flowen) beside late weak pret. filyde, pp. flosen (lowen).

§402. OE.
ME.

[ =1}

(ou) o )

€a u o(}\w
¢
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biizen bousen (btien bouen bowen, § 122, 6) fo bow, bend,
pret. sing. b&3 (bei3), pl. busen (buwen, bouen bowen (§122,
5), beside weak boused(e, bouwed(e bowed(e, pp. bosen,
bowen (§ 118, 2) beside weak bowed ; schiiven (schouven,
schove(n)) to push, shove, pret. sing. schef, schof (§ 394, 5)
beside weak schoved(e, schufte, pp. schoven (schuven)
beside weak schowved, schuft; siiken (souken) to suck,
pret. sing. sgk, sok (§ 394, 5) beside weak souked(e, pl.
suken, sgken, pp. sgken (siiken) beside weak souked;
and similarly stipen (soupen) {0 sup ; unliiken (unlouken)
to unlock.

Crass IIL
§ 408.
OE. i a (o) u u
ME. i a (o), § 42 u(o=u) u(o=u),§9
drinken drank (dronk) drunken drunken
spinnen span (spon) spunnen spunnen

And similarly with other verbs containing a nasal 4 con-
sonant other than d or b, as schrinken, sinken, stinken,
swinken {fo labour, toil ; clingen, dingen (ON. dengja) to
beat, strike, flingen (ON. flengja), ringen, singen, slingen
(ON. slongva), springen, stingen, swingen, pringen fo
throng, press; bilimpen fo happen, swimmen; biginnen
(N. pret. also bigoupe, see note); blinnen fo cease, rinnen
(ON. rinna) to run, winnen. To this subdivision properly
belong also irnen, ernen, yrnen (WS, iernan, Angl. eornan
to run, see EOE. Gr. § 340 note), pret. sing. arn(e, orn(e
(OE. arn, orn), pl. and pp. urnen, ornen beside weak pret.
ernde, also arnde (pp. y-arned, arnd) from the OE. weak
causative verb @zrnan; andf rennen (ON. renna) fo run,
pret. sing. ran (ron), pret.{pl. and pp. runnen (ronnen)
beside weak pret. rende, renked(e, pp. renned.

Some of the above verbs jhad weak beside the strong

forms, especially in the fourtegnth and fifteenth centuries, as
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sinked, stinked, swinked; dinged, swinged; swimde

“(pp. swimmed).

NoTE.— 1. The pret. bigan (bigon) was often used as a kind of
auxiliary verb with loss of the prefix and unvoicing of the g- to k-,
whence the common forms con in the west Midland and can in
the northern dialects. And then in Scottish the new can became
mixed up with old can (§ 435) and gave rise to the analogical
pret. koup(e) beside bigan, bigoup(e), see N.E.D. s.v.

9. The ME. for to burn comprises forms from four different
types of stem :—(1) bern-, the OE. strong intransitive verb WS,
biernan, Angl. beornan; (2) brinn-, the strong intransitive verb
OE. *brinnan (ON. brinna); (38) barn-, the OE. weak causative
verh baernan; (4) brenn., the ON. strong verb brenna. The old
strong forms of the preterite and pp. do not appear later than
Lagamon (c. 1205), and the distinction between transitive and
intransitive was soon lost, the four types being used indiscrimina-
tively in meaning though their usage varied in different dialects,
the brian-, brenn- types belonging chiefly to the areas more
strongly influenced by Scandinavian. In late ME. and onwards
into the sixteenth century the most common type was brenn-.
Examples are :—(1) beornen, birnen, bernen, pret. sing. born, pl.
burnen beside weak bernde; (2) brinnen, pret. brinde, brint(e,
brynned(e, pp. brind, brint; (3) barnen, pret. barnde; (4)
brennen, pret. brenn(e)de, brende, trent, pp. brend, brent.

§ 404.
i(i,§78) a(o) i (u, § 78) i (u)
binden band(bond) bounden (bunden) bounden (bunden)

And similarly finden, grinden, winden; climben (§ 72),

_pret. sing. clgmb, clamb (§ 72), pl. cloumben, clumben,

clamben (§ 394, 5) beside weak climed(e, pp. cloumben,
clumben (clomben, o=u). For bound(e, found(e beside

. band (bond), fand (fond), see § 394, 5.

§ 4065.
e a o (u) o
helpen halp holpen (hulpen) holpen

The verbs of this type regularly had u in the preterite
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plural in early ME., but later they generally had o from the
~ past participle as in Chaucer. Nearly all of them had begun
to have weak beside the strong forms as early as the four-
teenth century, and some of them had become entirely weak
before the end of the ME. period. And similarly berken,
delven,kerven fo carve, melten, smerten, sterven, swellen,
swelten fo die, werpen to throw (cp. § 38), 3ellen, selpen to
boast; bersten (bresten) fo burst (cp. § 130), preschen.
Cp. §129. ‘

§ 408. bersen, berwen (§ 298) to prolect, preserve, pret.
ging. bar3, pl. bur(e)sen, borjen (borwen), pp. borsen
(borwen) ; sweljen (swelewen, -owen, -awen, swolesen,
swolewen, -owen) {0 swallow, pret. sing. swal(u)3, swalewe
beside weak swel(o)wed(e), swolewed(e), swolsed, pp.
swolen (swolwen, swelien) beside weak swelewed,
.owed, see EOE. Gr. § 102; wurpen, worpen (OE.
weorpan, § 38) to become, pret. sing. warp (wurp, worp),
pl. wurpen, worpen (OE. wurdon), pp. worpen, wurpen
(OE. worden), see EOE. Gr.§ 116 ; 3glden (southern silden)
to recompense, pret. sing. 3pld (N. 3ald, S. 3gld § 71), pl
siilden (35lden), pp. 30lden (cp. § 71) beside weak 3glded(e,
pp. 38lded ; fisten (festen, feisten) to fight, pret. sing. faust,
fast (§ 110, 5), feist (§ 107, 4), pl. fusten (fousten), pp. fosten,
fousten (§ 118, 4) ; breiden (OE. bregdan, §107,1) fo brandish,
pret. sing. braid breid (OE. breegd, § 108) beside weak
breide braide, pl. brudden (OE. bridon), pp. brozden (OE.
brogden), kroiden beside weak braided, breided, broided ;
freinen (OE. fregnan, frignan) to ask, inquire, pret. sing.
frain frein beside weak frained(e), freined(e).

Crass IV.
§ 407.
OE. e ® & (8§52 o
ME. § a §(® o
beren tobear bar bgren (bgren) bgren bdrn

i

(
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And similarly hglen to conceal, quélen to die, schgren fo
shear, st€len {o steal, t§ren fo fear. cumen (comen) to come,
pret. sing. com (cam, § 56), pl. comen (camen), pp. cumen
(comen) ; nimen to take, pret. sing. nom (nam, § 55), pl.
nomen (ndmen), pp. numen (nomen), see § 42 note.

Crass V
§ 408.
OL. e ® ®(e)§ 52 e
ME. & a ¢ (8 g

kngden to knead knad kngden (kngden) kngden

And similarly mgten to measure, biqugpen, qugpen ; pret.
sing. quap, quad; quop, quod with d from the old pret.
plural (Verner’s law), and o with early rounding of a to 0;

quod was the prevailing form from about 1850 to 15507

wgsen (weien, § 107, 1) fo carry, pret. sing. wai (wei);
was (wes, § 43 note), pl. wgren wéren (waren, woren,
§166). Some of these verbs had also weak beside the strong
forms, as pret. and pp. kned(de, mett(e, wei(e)de (pp.
y-wésed, weied, § 107, 1).

§ 409. A number of verbs originally belonging to this
class went over into class IV, as-brgken, brak, brgken
(brgken, braken), brgken; and similarly drgpen to kill,
speken, trgden (also weak tred(d)ed(e), wgven fo weave,
wrgken to avenge ; also pp. kngden, quopen.

§ 410. gten to eat, pret. sing. &t, &t (OE. &t, ét) beside the
new formation at, pl. §ten, &ten, pp. §ten, late ME. also
gtten (6ttyn); and similarly fr¢ten fo devour, late ME. also
weak pret. and pp. fréted. séven, siven beside given (Orm
gifenn), N. gif to give (§ 176), pret. sing. 3af, 3ef, 3afe, 3ave,
sof, 30ve beside gaf, gaf(f)e, pl. 3€ven, 38ven, 3aven, 3pven
(cp. § 168) beside ggven (Orm geefenn), pp. 3€ven, 3pven,
siven (Orm 3ivenn) beside given (Orm also givenn), see
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§§ 176, 202. gten, giten (ON. geta) fo get, pret. sing. gat(t,
get (§ 29), pl. géten, géten (getten, gét(t)e(n)), pp. géten
(getten, git(t)en, gdt(t)en), see § 176. forsgten, forziten
beside forgéten to forget, pret. sing. for3at beside forgat,
pl. for3gten, for3gten beside forgéten, pp. forsgten beside
forgaten. bidden (OE. biddan), also bedden (cp. §§ 92, 1,
899) in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries to pray, beg,
bid, pret. sing. bad (badd, bed(d, badde) beside bgd (OE.
béad, see § 399), pl. béden, b&den, pp. bgden beside early
ME. bidden. sitten {o sit, pret. sing. sat, also later satte,
pl. s§ten, séten, also later sat(t)en, pp. s¢ten, later ME.
also setten, sitten, satt(e. liggen, lien, lin (§§ 122, 1, 296)
to lie down, pret. sing. lai (Orm la33), cp. § 108, lei, pl. 1§3en,
1&3en, leizen, leien (laien), pp. leien (lein, lain), lien, lin.
sén (Ken. zi, z¥) to see, pret. sing. sa3, sau3 saugh (§110, 5),
saw (§ 110, 4), se3, sei3 seigh, sey (Chaucer say), § 107, 4,
si_;, si sy (§ 107, 6), pl. sawen (§ 110, 4), sasen, sausen,
sg3en, sowen, sézen (Orm sez3henn), seien, sien syen
(§ 107, 6), pp. sgwen (OE. sewen), sawen (OE. sawen,
seée EOE. Gr. § 850), sei(e)n sey(e)n (OE. Anglian gesegen),
sén (OE. adj. gesiene, geséne visible).

: Crass VI.
§ 411. )
OE. a o o = (a)
ME. a <) o a
faren to travel  for foren faren

.And similarly aken {o ache, baken, forsaken, graven fo
dig (pret. sing. grof), laden to load, schaken, schaven
wiaden, waken (N, wak, wakke), taken (ON., taka), N. talé
beside N. and n. Midland ta(n, pret. also to, pp. tan, see § 250
Several of the above verbs had weak beside the strong form;
as early as the fourteenth century, as aked(e, forsaked(e,
graved(e, schaked(e, schaved(e, taked(e.

(
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§ 412. hgven (OE. hebban, § 265) to raise, heave, pret.
sing. hof, hove (cp. §§ 140, 267) beside the analogical forms
haf, have, héf, héve, weak héved(e, pl. hoven, héven,
pp. hoven (after the analogy of class IV, § 407), héven,
weak hgved. scheppen, schippen (OE. scieppan) beside
the new formation schapen (from the pp.) to create, pret. sing.
schop, also schép after the analogy of class VIL (§ 414) beside
weak schapte, schipte, schupte, pl. schopen, pp. schapen
beside weak schaped. standen (stonden), pret. sing. stod,
pl. stoden, pp. standen (stonden). steppen, stapen,
stappen to proceed, pret. sing. stop, stép after the analogy of
class VII (§ 414) beside weak stapped(e, stapte, pl. stopen,
pp. stapen. swgren (OE. swerian) to swear, pret. sing.
swor beside the analogical forms swar, sweér, weak sweéred,
swared, pl. sworen, pp. sworen, sworn after the analogy
of class IV (§ 407), weak y-swéred, y-swared. waschen
(Ken. weschen, wesse(n), § 289) to wash, pret. sing. wosch
(wésch) beside weak wasched, wesched, pl. woschen
(wéschen), pp. waschen (weschen), beside weak wasched

(wesched). waxen to grow, pret. sing. wox (cp. § 94),
wax after the analogy of class IV (§407), wex (OE. weox),
pl. woxen, wexen, pp. waxen, woxen.

§ 418. dragen, dtazen, drawen (§ 108, 3), early ME. also
dreizen, dreién to draw, pret. sing. drg3, drou3, drow (§ 114,
2), drew, Sc. drew3 drewch (§ 115), pl. drosen, drowen,
drewen, pp. drasen, drawen, also dreien, drain (drayn).
And similarly gnasen, gnasen, gnawen fo gnaw. fign (OE.
flean) to flay, pret. sing. flo3 (OE. flog, floh), flous, flow,
also flew (§ 115), pl. flozen, flousen, flowen, flewen, pp.
flasen, flawen (OE. flagen), flafh(e) (OE. fleegen, § 108).

_ slén (OE. sléan), N. slan, sla (ON. sla, § 166), slon(e,

beside the analogical forms slase(n), slayn, pret. sing. sl93,
slous, slow, slew (§ 115), pl. sldsen, slowen, slewen, pp.
slagen, slawen (OE. slagen), slain, slein (OE. slegen,
slegen, EOE. Gr. § 353), slan, slgn from the present.
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lajen (Orm lahshenn), lasen, laugen, lauzwen (Anglian
hlzhhen, cp. § 110, 5), lesen, 1g3en, leizen, lijen (WS.
hliehhan, cp. § 808) to laugh, pret. sing. 193, lous, low,
N. leuj(e, lugh(e, see §§ 114-15, beside weak 1azed(e,lauzed(e,
leised(e, N. laust, lust, pl. 193en, lowen, pp. lasen, lasen,
lausen.

Curass VIL

§ 414. To this class belong those verbs which originally
had reduplicated preterites. In OE. they are divided into
two subdivisions according as the preterite had € or €o.
But as €0 regularly became § in ME. (§ 65) all the verbs of
this class, which remained strong, have § The pret. sing.
and pl. have the same stem-vowel. The verbs are here
arranged according as in OE. the present had: &, &, 0, ea,
aw, ow, €, éa. .

1. OE. a: hoten, N. haten (OE. hatan) fo bid, order, call,
name. In OE. the passive was expressed by hatte is or was
called, pl. hatton (EOE. Gr. § 316). In ME. the active hgten,
pret. hgt (OE. h&t), hest, hizt (OE. h&ht) came to mean both
to call and to be called. From about 1200 the pret. hest, hist
often took final -e like the weak verbs. And both h&t and
hist passed over to the past participle. Further hest(e, hist(e
came to be used also for the present. From the strong
preterite h&t a new ME. present h§ten with weak preterite
hette was formed in the early fourteenth century. Thus

the common ME. forms are: h@ten, haten, h&ten, pret. -

sing. hét, hest(e, hist(e beside weak hette, pp. hoten (haten,
hatten), hét, hist.

schgden, schgden Orm sh&denn (OE. scadan, scéadan)
to separate, pret. schéd beside weak schadde, schedde (cp.
§ 91), pp. schoden, schéden beside weak schad(d, sched(d,
late ME. also schedded.

2. OE. & (€): 1&ten (I&ten) to let, pret. 1&t, lett, lat, pp.

" 18ten (l&ten), letten, latten. slgpen (slépen) fo sleep, pret.

slgp beside weak sléped(e (slgped(e), slepped(e, slepte,
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pp. slépen (slépen) beside weak sléped (sléped), slapt,
slept (cp. § 91).

3. OE. 6: fon (OE. fon) beside the new formation fangen
(fongen) from the past participle to seize, pret. féng (OE.
feng), also the new formation fong, beside weak fanged(e
(fonged(e),'pp. fangen (fongen) beside weak fanged (fonged).
hon (OE. hon) beside the new formation hangen (hongen)
from the past participle to hang, pret. héng (OE. héng), hing
(cp. § 99), pp. hangen (hongen).

4. OE. ea: fallen (OE. feallan) fo fall, pret. fel(l, fel(l,

fill (§ 99), pp. fallen. walken (OE. wealcan) to roll,

pret. wlk (OE. wéolc, ep. § 92, 2), pp- walken beside weak
pret. and pp. walked.

folden, N. falden, S. felden (OE. fealdan, § 71) fo Jold,
pret. féld beside weak folded(e, &c., pp. folden, &e. beside

weak folded. hglden, N. halden, . hglden (OE. healdan,

§71) to hold, pret. hgid, held (helt), hild (hilt), see § 99,

. holden, &c. wolden, N. walden, S. wglden (OE.
wealdan, § 71) to rule, pret. weld(e, wélt(e beside the new
formations wolde, wald(e, wéld(e, pp. wolden, &e., in later
ME. also weak pret. and pp. wglded.

5. OE. aw: blowen blguwen, N. blauwen, blau (OE.
blawan) to blow, pret. blew (OE. bleow, § 112, 1), also weak
blowed(e, pp. blowen,. N. blawen, beside weak blowed.

And similarly crowen, kngwen, mowen, sQwen, prowen.

swopen, swopen (§ 128) beside the new formation swépen
to sweep, pret. SWEp beside the new formations swop(e,
swop(e, weak swéped(e, swepte, pp. swopen, swopen,
weak swoped, swoped, swéped.

6. OE. ow, og: growen (OE. growan, see §114, 1) to
grow, pret. grew beside weak growed(e, pp. growen. And
similarly blowen (weak pret. also bloude) to blossom, flowen
to flow, rowen to row. SWo3en, swowen (OE. swogan,
§ 114, 2 (b)) to sound, pret. SWe3, swei (§ 107, 6), pp. Swosen,
swowen,
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7. OE. e: wépen (OE. wépan, Goth. wopjan) fo weep,
pret. wép beside weak wepte (§ 92, 1), pp. wopen (OE.
wopen) beside weak wept. '

8. OE. éa: béten (OE. beatan) to beat, pret. b§t beside
shortened form bett, and weak bgted(e, bette, pp. bgten
beside weak bett(e. hewen (OE. heawan) to hew, pret. hew
(heu) beside weak hewed(e, pp. hewen beside weak hgwed.
lgpen (OE. hléapan) fo leap, pret. 1§p (OE. hl€op), lep(pe
beside weak 1€ped(e, 1&pte, pp. 10pen after the analogy of
class IV (§ 407, cp. also § 409).

B. WEAK VERBS

§ 415. The weak verbs, which for the most part are
derivative and denominative, form by far the greater
majority of all verbs. In OE. they are divided into three
classes according to the endings of the infinitive, pret. in-
dicative, and past participle. These endings are :—

Inf. Pret. P.P.
-an -ede, -de, -te -ed, -d, -t
dan -ode -od

-an -de -d

Each of the classes I and II contained a large number of
verbs, whereas class III only contained four verbs, viz.
habban {0 have, libban {to live, secgan to say, and hycgan
to think, the last of which did not survive in ME.

The OE. normal endings of the present of these three
classes were : —

I. Sing. -e, -est, -ep, pl. -ap, inf. -an
1L ” 'ie’ -ast, ‘a}” ) 'ia]’: ” -ian
IIL. » € -ast,-ap,,, -ap, , -an

§ 416) ' Verbs 193

WS. generally had syncopated forms in the second and
third person singular of verbs belonging to class I, as setst,
set(t) for older setest, setep, and these syncopated forms

_ also remained in the ME. southern dialects. The OE. verbs

of class I containing an r preceded by a short vowel had
an -i- in the present first pers. singular, the present plural,
the present subjunctive singular and plural, the present
participle, and the infinitive, as werie, weriap; werie,
werien; weriende, werian fo défend. In ME. the Midland
and northern dialects geneialized the forms without -i-,
whereas the Kentish and southern dialects retained the -i-,
as M. and N. wére, S. wérie, &c., and similarly an(d)-
sweren, déren fo injure, €ren to plough, f&ren to carry,
stiren fto stir. o

After the -a- had been weakened to -e- (§ 134 (b)) the
endings of class I and class III became alike; in class II
the Midland and northern dialects generalized the endings
without -i-, so that in these dialects the present of all three
classes fell together, whereas the endings -ie, -iep, -ien

" remained in the Kentish and southern dialects. For the

personal endings of the present in the various ME. dialects
see § 391. The verbs of class I which had double con-
sonants in the first person singular and the plural generally
levelled out the double consonants (except bb, and gg =

. OE. cg) into the second and third person singular, as sette,

settest, settep = OE. sette, setst, set(t); telle, tellest,
tellep = OE. telle, tel(e)st, tel(e)p. In the Midland and
northern dialects the verbs containing -bb-, -cg- in OE. were
remodelled in ME. from the second and third persons
singular, as bien byen fo buy, aswgven o stupefy, leien to
lay, beside OE. bycgan, aswebban, lecgan; and similarly
haven, liven, seien saien to say, beside OE. habban,
libban, secgan of the third class.

~§ 416. The OE. normal endings of the preterite and past
participle of the three classes were:—

o

——
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-ede, -edest, -ede, pl. -edon, pp. -ed : fremede
I performed
-de, -dest, -de, . ,, -don, ,, -ed:démde
N I judged
-te, -test, -te, ,, -ton, ,  .ed:drencte
. I submerged
II -ode, -odest, -ode, ,, -odon, ,, -.od:locode
I looked
J1I .de -dest, -de, ,, don, , .d:hefde
I had

The OE. verbs of class I generally had -ede in the
preterite when the stem-syllable was originally short, but -de
when the stem-syllable was originally long, and -te after
voiceless consonants. Those verbs which had -te in OE. had
it also in ME. In ME. we also often have -te after 1, m, n,
and in stems ending in -1d, -nd, -rd with shortening of
a. preceding long vowel, see § 270. Already in OE. the
preterite of class ITI was the same as the preterite in -de of
class I. And after the -0- had been weakened to -e- in class
IT the preterite of this class became the same as the preterite
in -ede of class I. So that in early ME. the preterite sing.
of all weak verbs ended either in -ede or -de (-te), and the
plural in -eden or -den (-ten). The endings of the preterite
indicative and the preterite subjunctive regularly fell
together in ME. except that the indicative had -est in the
second person singular.

§ 417. In ME. the final -e disappeared at an early period
in those verbs which preserved the medial -e- of -ede, as loved
(a new formation for lovede), maked, panked, beside
hérde, bledde, kiste. The final -e of the singular and the
final -en (§ 147) of the plural of all weak verbs disappeared
at an early period in the northern dialects, and likewise the
-est of the second pers. singular often disappeared, so that in
these dialects all forms of the singular and plural came to be

§ 418) Verbs 195

alike. The final - also ceased to be pronounced at an early
period in the Midland and southern dialects, although it con-

“tinued to be written long after it had ceased to be pronounced,

but the ending -est (§ 150) of the second person singular
generally remained. For the loss or retention of medial and
final e in trisyllabic and polysyllabic forms see §§ 154-5.

Crass I.

§ 418. Before beginning to treat the history of the
preterite and past participle of the OE. first class of weak
verbs in ME. it will be advisable to state here certain vowel
and consonant changes which took place partly in OE. and
partly in ME. :—

1. Long vowels were shortened before certain consonant
combinations (§ 87), as bléden to bleed, bledde, ybled;
clgpen to clothe, cledde, cladde, ycled, yclad; f€len fo fecl,
felte, yfelt; héren fo hear, hérde, yhérd; képen to keep,
kepte, ykept; kipen to make known, kidde, ykid ; 1&den fo
lead, ledde, ladde, yled, ylad; méten io meef, mette,
ymet.

2. d became t after voiceless consonants in OE., and when
two dentals thus came together they became tt which were
simplified to t when final (§ 239), as drencte : drencan fo
submerge, cyste : cyssan fo kiss, grétte : grétan to greet, and
similarly in ME.

3. Double consonants were simplified in OE. before and
after other consonants, as cyste : cyssan, fylde : fyllan,
gewielde : gewieldan fo overpower, gyrde : gyrdan fo gird,
sende : sendan, reste :restan (EOE. Gr. § 145), and simi-
larly in ME.

4, After liquids and nasals, and in stems ending in -1d,
.nd, -rd we often or generally have t in the preterite and
past participle, whereas OE. had d, see § 270 as bilte (OE.
bylde), bilt built ; dwelte, dwelt; felte, felt; girte, girt;

0?2
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dremte (drempte, cp. § 251), dremt; blente, blent blended,
sente, sent.

5. On preterites and past participles like dreinte, ydreint :
drenchen ; meinde, ymeind : mengen, and similarly blen-
chen to flinch, quenchen, sprengen, &c., see § 263.

- § 419. The OE. verbs with an original short stem-syllable
had -ede in the preterite and -ed in the past participle, as
werien to defend, werede, gewered ; fremman to perform,
fremede, gefremed, and similarly derian fo injure, erian o
plough, ferian to carry, styrian to stir, dynnan o resound,
&c., see EOE. Gr. §§ 867-8. If through analogical formation
the stem-syllable became long in ME. the preterite and past
participle regularly had -ed, but if the stem-syllable remained
- short the preterite regularly had -de and the past participle
.ed, as wéren, wgred, ywégred ; frgmen, frgmed, yfrémed,
but stiren, stirde, ystired ; dinen, dinde, ydined, but there
were numerous analogical formations in both directions, see

§ 163. On the preterite and past participle of verbs like

an(d)sweren, gaderen, see § 155.

§ 420. Verbs with an original long stem-syllable which in
OE. had -de in the preterite and -ed in the past participle
generally had these in ME. also, as dglen, dglde, ydégled,
démen to judge, démde beside the new formation démed(e),
ydemed, see EOE. Gr. § 873. The -e- in the past participle
was very often syncopated, which in OE. only took place in

_the inflected forms, as ydgld, yhérd : héren fo hear, and
similarly deien dien to die, h§len, 1gren fo teach, stgren to
steer, see § 151.

§ 421. When the stem-syllable ended in -d preceded by
a long vowel the long vowel was shortened in the preterite
and past participle (§ 81, 2), and when the -e- in the past par-
ticiple had disappeared the dd was simplified to d, as bléden,
bledde, ybled ; 1&den, ledde, ladde, yled, ylad; and simi-
larly chiden, féden, hiden, spéden, &ec.

§ 422. When the stem ended 'in v, 1, m, n, or nd, 1d, rd

A SO —

e — el
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the preterite and past participle generally had t in ME,, as
lgven to leave, lefte, yleft beside ylgved; and similarly
cléven {o cleave. f€len, felte, yfelt; 1&nen fo lend, lente,
ylent; senden, sente, ysent; and similarly benden,
blenden, wenden. bilden, bilte, ybilt; girden, girte,
ygirt, see § 270.

§ 428. p+d became dd which was simplified to d in the
past participle, as clgpen fo clothe, cledde, cladde, ycled,
yclad ; kipen to make known, kidde, ykid.

§ 424. Verbs which had the preterite in -te in OE. also
had it in ME., as kissen, kiste, ykissed beside ykist;
képen, kepte, yképed beside ykept ; and similarly with the
following verbs which were strong in OE., but became weak
in ME.: crépen to creep, 1§pen to leap, slépen, slgpen fo
sleep, wepen to weep.

§ 425. When the stem ended in t the tt was simplified to
t in the past participle, as méten, mette, ymet, and simi-
larly gréten, swéten fo sweat. ‘When the stem ended in st,

nt the tt was simplified to t in the preterite and past parti-

ciple, as resten; reste, yrest; and similarly casten, lasten,
stinten, pirsten, &e.

§ 426. OE. had a certain number of verbs belonging to
class I which had umlaut in the present but not in the
preterite and past participle, see EOE. Gr. § 879. Many of
these verbs preserved this characteristic in ME., as byen
(biggen, beggen, biiggen = OE. bycgan, § 49) fo buy,
bouste, yboust. tellen, tolde (telde), ytold (yteld); and
similarly sellen. ME. new formations were: dwelde,
dwelte, ydwelled, ydwelt; and similarly quellen to kill.
rgchen to reach, rauste, yraust ; and similarly lacchen to
catch, seice, strecchen, and the AN. loan-word cacchen.
téchen, tauste, ytaust. séken (séchen), squste, ysoust;
and similarly bisgken (bis§chen). bringen, brouste,
ybroust. penken, pinken (penchen), pouste, ypoust. me
pinkep it seems to me, me puste, pouste. wirken, wirchen,
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(OE. cliopian, cleopian) to call, clepte, yclept heside
cleped(e), yclgped ; maken, made, ymad, ymaad (§ 250)
beside maked(e), ymaked; pleien (OE. plegian) to play,
pleide, ypleid beside pleied(e), ypleied.

worchen, wurchen (early OE. wyrcan, see § 128), pret.
wrouste (§ 1138, 4), west Midland warste, wraste (OE.
worhte), pp. ywroust (OE. geworht), cp. § 244.

§ 427. The conjugation of the preterite of wgren fo defend,
héren to hear, tellen to count, and kissen fo kiss will serve
as models of all verbs of class I:—

] Crass III
Indicative. - | § 429. ME. only preserved three of the four OE. verbs

Sing. 1. wgred(e)  hérde  tolde  [kiste ' belonging to this class (§ 418), viz. haven (OE. habban)
2, weredest  hérdest  tpldest  kistest . liven (OE. libban), sei(e)n sai(e)n (OE. secgan = ME. 8.
8. wgred(e) hérde tolde kiste seggen, Ken. ziggen) o say. The presents .of these ver.bs
Plur. wgred(en) hérden tolden kisten were new formations from the second and third persons sin-

gular which in OE. had a single consonant, as hafast (heefst),

uncti o hafap (hzfp). In ME. the preterite and past partici;.ﬂe
Subjunctive. C lved(e) (OF. lifde), ylived (OF. gelifd) beside the preterite
wered(e) hérde tolde kiste : livede were new formations after the analogy of the second

wéred(en hérden tolden kisten ‘ s of verbs, see § 1568, The preterite saide beside the
© clas ) :
» southern form sgde corresponded to OE. saegde beside

v side. The verb haven (habben) has a large number both
GRSt 1 of contracted and uncontracted forms, for which see N. E.D.

§ 428. Tt hasbeen shown in § 416 that the ME. inflexion of s.v. The following are the more common forms of the
the verbs belonging to this class regularly fell together with ' ‘ present and preterite indicative, the infinitive and the past
that of verbs of the type wéren (OE. werian) of class I, as " " participle:—
present singular panke, pankest, pankep, plural panken, !

.es; preterite singular panked(e), pankedest, panked(e),

plural panked(en); and similarly asken (axen), clensen, ' Sing. 1. habbe, have, ha
clgpen, enden, folwen, gropen, halwen fo hallow, haten,

hopen, lernen, liken fo please, 1oken, offren, schgwen 2. havest, hast
(schowen, § 111 note) fo show, sorwen to sorrow, grieve, ’ 3. havep, hap
sparen, spellen to relate, pglen fo bear, suffer, wundren, &ec., ' .

but loven, pret. lovede ]};eside loved(e), see § 163. Only ’ ‘ Plur.  habbep, .enﬁe;f,z’(;a;?; had(d)e(c)
a small number of verbs had syncopated beside unsyncopated , ’
forms in the preterite and past participle, as birgven (OE. Inf.
beréafian), bifefte, bireft, besidebirgved(e),birgved; clgpen

T R DT IR I T

Preterite.
hafde, havede, had(d)e
(see § 43 note)
had(d)est, had(e)st
hafde, havede, had(d)e

Present.

ey

pp. yhaved, yhadde,
(y)had

Zo
i e o e A S Pt

habbe(n), have(n)

Verbix reference: Wright, Joseph. An elementary English grammar. London, 1928
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AN. or O.Fr. VErss 1N ME.

§ 480. All the AN. verbs were weak in ME. except
striven (O.Fr. estriver), which became strong. The ME.
verbs were generally based on the AN. strong or accented
stem-form of the present, as acclisen, awaiten, blamen,
carien, claimen, escapen, marien, stiidien, &e.

§ 481. The verbs in -ir generally had the extended stem-
form -isch. (§ 278), as banischen, finischen, punischen,
vanischen, &c., but obeyen, s§sen to seize, and rejoisen
did not have the extended stem-form. Some ME. verbs
were based on the weak or end accented form of the present,
as deceiven, preien, preisen {o praise, serven, deneien
beside denyen, coveren beside keveren, moven beside
méven, proven beside préven, see § 198,

§ 432, The preterite was formed in -ed, pl. ed(en), and
the past participle in -ed (see §§ 163, 155), except when the
stem ended in a long vowel or. diphthong, as blamen,
blamed ; defenden, defended ; assenten, assented; fin-
ischen, finisched; marien, maried; prgchen fo preach,
préched, &c. When the stem ended in a long vowel the
preterite, but not the past participle, had a syncopated beside
an unsyncopated form, as cryen, cryde beside cryed, pp.
cryed; and similarly defyen, espyen, &c. When the stem
ended in a diphthong both the preterite and past participle
had syncopated and unsyncopated forms side by side, as
preien fo pray, preide, preid beside preied, preied; and
similarly anoien, bitraien, paien, &ec.

C. MINOR GROUPS
1. PRETERITE-PRESENTS.

§ 433. These verbs were originally unreduplicated strong
perfects which acquired a present meaning like Gr. olda =
OE. wat I know. In prim. Germanic a new weak preterite,

§§ 434-7) Verbs 201

an infinitive, a present participle, and in some verbs a strong
past participle, were formed. They are inflected in the
present like the preterite of strong verbs, except that
the second person singular has the same stem-vowel as the
first and third persons, and has preserved the old ending -t
(EOE. Gr. § 324). The following verbs of this type were
preserved in ME. and are here arranged according to the class
of strong verbs with which they are related : — -

§ 484, Class I: N. wat I know, was(t), wat (cp. § 100),
M. and S. wot, wost, wot, pl. wite(n (wat, wot), wute(n,
cp. § 89; inf. wite(n, wute(n; pres. part. witand(e),
witend(e), witind(e), witing(e); pret. wiste, wuste; pp.
wist. For forms like nt, nat, pret. niste, see § 245,

§ 485. Class III: an, on I grant, also the new formations

unne, unnest, unne from the plural, pl. unnen; pret. ipe

(oupe) ; pp. unned.

N. can, canst, can, pl. can, M. and S. can (con), canst
(const, cunne), can (con), pl. cunnen (connen); inf.
cunnen (connen); subj. cunne (conne); participial adj. N.
cunnand cunning ; pret. coupe, coude (§ 274) ; pp. coup.

dar I dare, darst, dar, pl. durren (dorren); inf. durren ;
pret. dorste beside the new formation durste with u from
the inf. and pres. pl. ; pp. durst. parf (par, § 248) I need,
parft (purve), parf (par), pl. purven; pret. porfte (OE.
porfte) beside purfte formed from the inf. and pres. plural,
porte (purte).

" §486. Class IV: M. and N. sing. and pl. mun, mon shall,
will, pret. munde, monde ; ON. inf. muna fo remember.

N. sing. and pl. sal (§ 289 note) shall, M. and 8. schal
(Ken. ssel), schalt, schal, pl. schulen beside the new
formation scholen with o from the preterite, whence were
formed the new singular schul, schol; subj. schule, pret. N
suld, M. and S. scholde beside schdlde (§ 71), and schulde
formed from the pres. plural.

§ 437. Class V: mai may (Orm ma33, OE. mzg, § 108)

Verbix reference: Wright, Joseph. An elementary English grammar. London, 1928
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beside mei mey (OE. meg, § 107, 1) I, he can, mist (late OE.
miht) beside mast, maust, Orm mahht (early OE. meaht,
§ 110, 5), meist (§ 107), later ME. maist(e thou canst, pl.
magen, magen, mawen (§ 110, 3), also N. mai (may), muzen
(Orm mushenn), muwen, mowen, mown (moun), mow
(mou, mil), see § 122, 5; subj. mase (mawe), muze (Orm
mughe), muwe (mowe); pres. part. majende (Ken.
mejende), mowende, mouwinge, mowing; inf, musen
(Orm mushen), mowen, mown (moun), mow (mou); pret.
mi3te (Orm mihhte), most(e, must(e, mouste.

§ 488. Class VI: mdt may, must, most, mot beside later
ME. unaccented mut(t, must, mut(t, pl. mdten ; pret. moste
beside the early ME. shortened and unaccented forms moste,
muste, pl. mosten beside mosten, musten.

§ 439. Class VII: N. sing and pl. a3 agh possess, own,
early M. a3, au3, awe, M. and 8. 93 (ou3), owe (owest), 03
(ou3), pl. 93en, owen (§ 118, 3) ; inf. N. aze(n), early M. azen
(Orm ashenn), M. and S. 93en, owen; pret. N. ast(e)
Sght(e), early M. dste, auste, M. and S. uste; pp. azen,
owen. '

2. Anomarous VERES.
§ 440. a. - THE SUBSTANTIVE VERB.

Present.
N. M. and S.

Sing. 1. am (es) am (em)

2. art (ert, es) art (ert)

3. es is
Plur. ar(e), er(e), es are(n), arn
Sing. 1. (be) be

2. bés bist (bést)

3. bés bip (b&D)
Plur. bés bén, bép
Subj.  b§, pl. bés bg, pl. bén, bep

Verbs

Preterite.
M. S.

was (wes), Wwas (wes) was (wes)
§ 43 note
9. was (wes) wére (wore), § 166  wgre
8. was (wes) was (wes) was (wes)
Plur. war(e), wes weéren (woren), § 166 wegren
P.P. bén bén bén, ybe

NoTE.—The es of the present second and third persons sing. in
the northern dialects is of ON. origin (ON. es art, is). es was then
extended to the first pers. sing. and to the plural ; of the same
origin is the pl. form er(e) = ON. ero they are, and ern with the
OE. ending -n (OE. earon, aron). The OE. pl. forms sind (sint),

. sindon they are lingered on in ME. until the thirteenth century,

and then became obsolete, as sind (sint), sinden (Orm sinndenn).
The § in the M. and 8. sing. forms bgst (OE. bist), bép (OE. bip)
was due to levelling out the & from the other forms where it was

regular.

§ 441. b. Tue Vere don fo do.

Present.
N. M. S.
Sing. 1. do do do
2. dos dost. dest (dost)
3. dos dop dgp (dod)
Pl dos don dop
Imper. d9, pl. dos do, pl. dop  do, pl. dop

On the forms of the second and third pers. singular, see
§ 394, 2.

Pres. Part.: early ME. donde, later N. doand(e, M.
doende, S. doinde, dding(e, cp. § 891.

Preterite: dide, dede, diide (OE. dyde, see § 49) inflected
like a weak preterite. P.P. dgn, yddn, S. ydo.

Verbix reference: Wright, Joseph. An elementary English grammar. London, 1928
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§ 442, ¢. THE VEre gan (gon) to

Present.
N. M.
Sing. 1. ga g0
2. gas gost
8. gas gop
Plur. gas gon
Imper. ga, pl. gas 290, pl. gop

[§§ 442-3

go.

S.
80
gést (gost)
g¢p (89))
gop
g0, g0p

On the forms of the second and third pers. sing., see
§ 394, 2.
_Preterite: 3&de (30de, § 85 note), and wente. P.P. gan,
gon, ygon.

§ 443. d. T Vers willen will,

Present first and third pers. sing. wille, wil(e (OE. wille,
third pers. wile, wille), welle, wel(e, wel(l (OE. Anglian
welle) beside the new formations wole, wolle, wule, wulle
from the preterites with o, u, and similarly second pers. sing.
wilt (OE. wilt) beside wolt, wult, pl. willen, wilen, wiln,

inf. willen, wilen (Orm wilenn); pret.

~ep, welen, wel(e, well(e beside wol(l)en, wul(l)en, -ep;

wolde (wollde,

wold), wolde (§§ 71, 101) beside wulde formed after the

analogy of schulde (§ 486), wilde formed

direct from the

present, northern and west Midland walde (OE. Anglian

walde) ; pp. wold(e.
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aske 175
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at 43
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attempten 189
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)
a,u%te 110. 5, 307, 364
aull 110 n,

aun 110. 4
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aunge] 211

aunte 211, 260

auter 228

autour 269 n. 2
autumpne 251

auper 110. 2, 387
availen 210, 268
avengen 268
awaiten 430

awaken 79

awe (to own) 110. 4
awe (fear)-162

awel (awl) 110. 1
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ax 43
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bak 43, 103, 281,

331.1
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bakster 155
balaunce 211 _
bale 79. 4, 134 a
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