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to which may be added Present English, by which we
understand the English of the present time as spoken,
written, and understood by educated people, that is, roughly
speaking, 1gth-century English.

CoonaTE LANGUAGES.

2. English belongs to the Arian family of languages,
descended from a hypothetical Parent Arian language, the
chief of which are given in the following table, different
periods of their development being separated by dashes :—

(A) East-Arian, or Asiatic:

() Sanskrit, the sacred language of India—DPali—Bengali
and the other Graurian languages of India.

() Iranian languages: Zend or Old Bactrian. Old
Persian, which is the language of the Cuneiform inscriptions

—Modern Persian.

(¢) Armenian, which is really half-way between Easi- and .

West-Arian.
(B) West-Arian or European:

(4) Greek—Romaic or Modern Greek.

(¢) Latin—~the Romance languages: Italian, Provengal,
French (Old French, Modern French), Spanish, Portuguese,
Roumanian.

(/) Celtie languages. Gaulish. The Goidelic group:
Irish, Manx, Gaclic. The Cymrie group: Welsh, Cornish,
Breton (introduced from Britain).

(g) Slavonie linguages. Old Bulgarian — Russian,
Polish, Bohemian, Servian, Bulgarian.

(%) Baltic languages. Lithuanian, Lettish.

() Germanic languages.

3. The Germanic group, to which English belongs, con-
sists of the following languages:—

0 A
- Rhine.
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{A) East-Germanic:

{a) Gothic.

{#) 8ecandinavian languages. Weat-Scandinavian group:
Norwegian, Icelandic. East-Scandinavian group: Danish,
- Swedish.

{I3) West-Germaniec:

(¢) Low German languages. Old Saxon-—Dutch,Flemigh.
Anglo-Frisian group: English, Frisian.

(4} High German, or German.

4. English is then a member of the Anglo-Fristan group
of the Low German languages.

0ld English,

5. In ihe fifth century-—or perhaps earlier—Britain was
partiaily conguerud by a variety of Germanic tribes from the
ther side of the German Ocean, the chief of which were

{g) Saxons, from the country between the Elbe and the

{#) Angles. from the district still called Angeln in the
South f Schieswig,

(¢) Juteas. from the North of Schleswig,

8. The first scttlement is said to have been that of the
.Jutes. who took Kent and the Isle of Wight.

7. The Saxons occupied the country south of the Thames ;

gexcept Cornwall, where the Britons still kept their nationality.

ome L the Saxons settled in Sussex ; some north of the

~Thames in Middlesex and Essex; the remaining portion of

the tribe being called « West-Saxons,” whence their state is
called * Wessex.'
8. The rest of England was occupied by the Angles.
‘Bufiolk and Norfolk were included under the name of
B2
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‘East-Anglia” Another tribe of Anglians occupied what
are now the Midland Counties, hetween the Thames and the
Humber. These were called Mercians, and their country
is called *Mercia.” The country north of the Humber was
occupied by a variety of Anglian tribes included under the
name of Northumbrians. Ancient Northumbria extended
up to the Firth of Forth, and thus included the greater part
of what is now the Lowlands of Scotland.

9. All these tribes spoke the same language with slight
differences of dialect. These differences increased by degrees,
so that already in the 8th century we can distinguish four
main dialects : Northumbrian and Mercian, which together
constitute the Anglian group; and West-Saxon and
Kentish, which together constitute the Southern group.

10. All these tribes agreed in calling their common lan-
guage English, that is, ‘ Anglish,’ because the Angles were
for a long time the dominant tribe. The supremacy after-
wards passed to the West-Saxons, and their capital, ‘Winchester,
became the capital of England; and West-Saxon became the
official and, to a great extent, the Kterary language all over
England. The West-Saxons still continued to call their
language English, the name ¢ Anglo-Saxon’ being used only
as a collective name for the people, not the language.

11. In this hook OF words are always given—unless the
contrary is stated—in their Early West-Saxon forms; that is,
in the dialect of King Alfred.

CuaracTERISTICS 0F OLp EngLIsH.

12. The characteristics of OF. are those of the other Low
German languages. It was, as compared with MnE, a highly
inflected language, being in this respect intermediate between
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Latin and Modern German. In its syntax it closely resembled
- Modern_German.
baving an unlimited power of forming new words by deriva-
tion and composition, as when it made Scribes and Pharisees

It also resembled Modern German in

into “bookers and separation-saints’ (OF doceras and sundor-

LaTiv INFLUENCE.

13. Nevertheless it adopted many Latin words, some of
which it brought with it from the Continent, such as gir@s
‘high road,’ ‘street,’_rfil ‘mile,’ casere ‘emperor’ from Latin
(zav) strata, milia ( passuum), Caesar; while others were
learnt from the Romanized Britons, such as _ceasier *city,’
deden “language’ from castra, (kngva) Lafina. These are
all popular words.  There is another layer of learned words
which came in afier the introduction of Christianity in 5g7.
> Such words are diofel devil, mynsfer ¢ monastery, _@fi
o :eru' from dralolus, monasierium, TErsus.

CELTIC INFLUENCE.

14. Very few Celtic words came into OF, because the
; . . co | vere 1 0 g i
‘ I_nt‘om the F])b(]\r'f.b werce 10 a great extent Romanized, espe-
cindly the inhabitants of the cities, who were mainly the
- descendants of the Roman legionary soldiers.  dry ¢ druid,
“ *sorcerer” is an example of a Celtic word in OF,

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE.

16. Yowards the end of the 8th century Scandinavian
pirates— chiefly from Norway, but also from Denmark, all
being indiscriminately called * Danes’ by the Anglo-Saxons—
began to harass the coasts of England. By the end of the
next century they had conquered and settled East-Anglia (in


file:///bdceras

6 HISTORY OF ENGLISH, (§ 16.

870), Mercia (in 8%4), and Northumbria (in 876); although
in the next century they were forced to acknowledge the
supremacy of the West-Saxon kings. In 1016 the whole of
England was conquered by the Danes, and England was
ruled by Danish kings till 1042, when the Anglo-Saxon royal
line was restored in the person of Edward the Confessor.

18. It is not till the close of the OL period that Seandi-
navian words appear. Even Late Northumbrian (of about
g970) is entirely free from Scandinavian influence,

FrenceH INFLUENCE.

17. With the accession of Edward the Confessor in 1o42
Norman influence begins ; and in 1066 the battle of Hastings
made the Norman duke William king of England, although
the actual conquest was not completed till 1o71.

18. The Normans were Scandinavian by race, but their
language was a dialect of OId French.

19. The influence of Norman French on OF was of
course even slighter than that of Scandinavian, so that it
does not become a factor of importance 1ill the ME period.
Nevertheless several French words passed into literary OE
even before the Conquest, such as cast/ ‘castle, capin
‘fowl” - —

Middle English.

20. In its Middle period English went through much the
same changes as the other Germanic languages, though at a
quicker rate. Many of the sounds were changed, most of
the old inflections were lost, their place being supplied by
form-words—prepositions, auxiliary verbs, etc.—and many
words became obsolete,

§13)
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Diargers oF Miporr Engrisa.
2]. The Norman Conquest, by depriving the old West-

" Saxon of its literary and political supremacy, gave free play
~ 0 the development of the dialects.  Although the ME dialects

are continuations of the OE ones, it is convenient to call

most of them by different names. The main divisions are

Northern, corresponding to the Old Northumbrian, Mid-
morrcsponding to the Old Mercian, Southern, corre-
;;m_x:ding to the old West-Saxon, and Eentish. We include
the first two under the term ‘ North-Thames English,” the
last two under * South-Thames English.’

22 Of these dialects the Midland was the predominating
one. [ts commanding position in the heart of England

. enabled it to exercise a direct influence on all the other

diulects, while Southern and Northern were completely cut
off ftom one another.  Hence even the earliest Southern of
about i 200 shows considerable influence of the Midland—or

O Mercian dialect.

23 it is 10 be abserved that the changes which distinguish ;

* one pertnd of English from another went on much faster in;
*; the Nauly of Fngland than in the Sowth. In fact, the Old

Nuorthuembrian dialect of the roth century had already entered
on its transition period—characterized by a general confusion

in the use of inflections, and was thus almost on a level with
2 abe Eoody Southern Middle English of about 1200, Again,
“the Northern dialeet in its Larly Middle period had got rid

of nearly all the inflections that are not preserved in MnE,
being thus scveral centuries ahead of the South-Thames
dialects. The Midlaud dialects were more conservative than
the Northern, though fess so than the South-Thames dialects.
It will be seen, then, that the criteria of full, levelled, and
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lost endings by which we distinguish the periods of English
(1) apply only to the South-Thames dialects.

STRUGGLE BETWEEN FrencH axp Encrish.

24. For a long time the two languages, French and
English, kept almost entirely apart. The English of 1200
is almost as free from French words as the English of 1oge;
tand it was not till afier 1300 that French words began to be
adopted wholesale into English,

26. Meanwhile English was steadily gaining the upper
hand. In 1258 we find it officially employed in the Procla-
mation of Henry III. In the next century French gradually
fell into disuse even among the aristocracy. In 1362 English
was introduced in the courts of law instead of French.
About the same time English took the place of French as
the vehicle of instruction in schools.

Rise or thE Loxpon DisrLect.

26. In the ME period the dialects had diverged so much
that speakers of the extreme Northern and extreme Southern
dialects were no longer able 1o understand one another, and
the need of a common dialect became pressing. Such a
common dialect can be formed only in a centre of intercourse
where speakers from all parts of the country meet constantly.
Such a centre was London, which now was not only the
capital of England, but also a place of great and growing
commercial importance.

27. The London dialect, as we find it in its earliest
document, the Proclamation of Henry III, shows such 2
mixture of Midland and Southern forms as we might expect
from its position on the border-line between these two
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dialects. The Midland dialect was intermediate between the
two extremes, Northern and Southern, not only geographi-
cally but also linguistically; so that speakers of Midiand
could understand both Northern and Southern much better
than Northerners and Southerners could understand one
another. Hence the Midland element in the London dialect
made the laiter peculiarly fitted to serve as a means of
general communication. Hence also the Midland element
in the London dialect became stronger and stronger in the

" course of the ME period, tll at last even Northern forms

passed into it through the medium of the Midland dialect,
while Southern influence became weaker and weaker.

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE.

28. Although the Norwegians and Danes spoke different
dialects, the difference between these dialects was very slight.
The Scandinavian words imported into English seem to be
mosily Danish. Although the Scandinavian dialects were
not intulEilS]c 10 the Anglo-Saxons, yet the cognate languages
English and Scandinavian were so similar in structure and
had so many words in common, that the languages blended
together with the same facility as the races that spoke them.
English got e upper hand, but Scandinavian neverthelest
teft its mark on every English dilect, especially the Eastt
Midiund and Northern diajects, where the population was
hall Seandiravian. J%, fre in ‘1o and fro,’ beund in “bound
for a place,” are examples of Scandinavian words in English
(Ivdandic #/-r < bad,’ frd ¢ from,’ binn ‘ready ).

FrencH INFLUENCE.

29. The Norman French introduced into England was
not a uniform dialect, but was itself split up into local
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varicties or sub-dialects, which in the Norman spoken in
England—the ‘Anglo-Norman’ or ‘ Anglo-French’ language
—were mixed together indiscriminately. The loss of Nor-
mandy in 1204 put an end to the influence of Continental
Norman; and henceforth Anglo-French was influenced only
by the literary French of Paris, this Parisian French having
the same predominance among the French dialects as London
English had among the English dialects. At the time when
the influence of Anglo-French on English begins to be
important—that is, in the late ME period—it was, therefore,
4 mixture of Old French of different periods and different
dialects, modified by changes of its own, and also by the
irfluence of English itself, especially in its pronunciation.

80. Trench influence on English is most marked in the
vocabulary. Soon after the Conquest English ceased for
several centuries to be the language of the higher purposes
of life, and sank almost to a mere peasant’s dialect. So
when English came again into general use, it had lost a
great part of its higher vocabulary, for which it had to use
French words, such as sir, duke; caplain, army, battl:;
sermon, preack.  Even when the English word was kept, the
same idea was often expressed by a French word, whence
numerous synonyms such as word and lebowr, weak and
Sreble.

Latin INFLUERCE.

3L In Old French itself we must distinguish between
popular and learned words. The popular words in Old
French, such as sire ‘lord, from Latin senror ‘older,” are
simply Latin words which have undergone those changes
which take place in every language whose development is
natural and unimpeded. But as Latin was kept up as an
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§ 33.

independent language throughout the Middle Ages, Latin
words were imported into Old French as well as the othf_-r
Romance languages, being used first in books, then in
ordinary speech. These learned words were kept as much
as possible unchanged, being pronounced as the.y were
written. It often happened that a Latin word which had
assumed : popular form in French, was re-imported direct
from Latin, so that chronological doublets were formed, such
as caittf Swretched’ and capfif, both from Latin capfivus,
whence the English castyff and caplive.

32. These learned French words were introduced into
ME in great numbers. Hence when Latin W(.)rds came to
e imported directly into English, they were put .1nto a French
shape on the analogy of those Latin words which had really
been Lrought in through French. Thus when a word in
i, such as womindfio, was taken direct from Latin, it was
made into -fn (MnE semination) on the analogy of the
alder importations, such as safton (ME ndcionn).

Modern English,

33. In the Middle period literary English was still dis-
unctly an inflectional language. In the Modern period it
becarne mainly uninflectional, with only scanty remains of
the older inflections.

34. The Modern period is that of the complete ascen-
denoy of the London dialect, which henceforth is the only
one used in writing throughout England, Ilenceforth the
other dialects of Kngland continued to exist only as illiterate
torms ol speech conlined within narrow areas.

35. The spread of Modern London English—or < Stan-
dard Fngli-h,” as we may now call it—was greatly aided by
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the introduction of printing in 14%6. The publication of
Tindal's translation of the New Testament in rg25 paved
the way for the Authorized Version of 1611, which made
Early Modern London English what it has ever since been—
the sacred or liturgical language of the whole English-speaking
race.

INFLUENCE OF OTHER L.ANGUAGES.

38. In the Farly Modern period, the Renascence—the
revival of the study of the classical authors of Greece and
Rome—led to the adoption of an immense number of Greek
as well as Latin words, the Greek words being generally
Latinized, just as the Latin words imported into Middie
English were Frenchified.

87. As the first prose writings were mostly cither trans-
lations from Latin, or else the work of scholars to whom
Latin was in some respects a more natural means of ex-
pression than English, it was inevitable that Early MnE
prose was greatly influenced by Latin, not only in vocabu-
lary, but also in grammatical structure and idioms. In a
few generations many Latin—and some Greek—words and
expressions which were at first purely learned and technical
passed into the language of everyday life; while, on the
other hand, many others became obsolete.

88. As the relations of England with other countries
became more extended, many words were imported into
English from almost every European language, especially
Dutch, French, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, and from
many other langnages besides, such as Arabic, Persian, and
"Turkish, and the native languages of America,

3p. Standard English has always been influenced by the
different English dialects. The literary revival of Broad
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Scotch—which is really Modern Northumbrian—at the end
of the last century by Scott and Burns has introcduced many
scotch words into literary English.

Prriops.

40. The main general difference between Early and Late‘
Mul is that the {former is the period of experiment and cc‘)m-{.
parative licence both in the importation and in the formation
of mew words, idioms, and grammatical constructions. The
Tate MuE period is, on the other hand, one of selection and
orzanization.  The most marked differences in detail are the
grr‘o;lt sound-changes undergone by the spoken }anguagef-
;f'}lnngcﬁ which have becn completely disguised by the fixity

al the orthography,
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cardinals : OF fwentigopa, Late ME fwentipe, In Early
MnE ¢ was introduced by the analogy of the verb-inflection
-eth, but these ordinals were slill pronounced {Lwentip, pirtip),
cte., although the spelbug has now altered the pronunciation
ino {twenti-ip), et

4d80. In Early MnE the ordinal cnding -2 was extended
to the high numerals, which Defore had no ordinal fonns:
Aunddredth, which was pronounced (hundre}), owsandth,
millionik,

470. The OF ordinals were jnflected as weak adjectives.

471 In ordinal groups only the last member of the group
lakes the ordinal form, the others being left in the shorter
cardinal form: fwenty-fifth or fize-and-foenlicth, kandrod and
second,  This usage prevailed already fn OF, as in o pim
fed-aud-fioeatigafan dige, where fzod 1s kepl in the neuter,
although dg is masculine, because it forms a sort of group
compeund with the ordinal,

4593, The ordinals are used as nouns in MnoE in the
corabination of two ordinals to express ractional numbers, ag
in fwe fhirds of an inch,

VERBS,
0Old-English.
InFLECTIONS,

478, There are two main conjuralions of verbs in OF,
stropg and weal, distinguished mainly by the formation of
ihelr preturites and preterite participles. If we compare (hese
parts of the verb witl: its jofinitive, we find that strong verls,
such as denchen * o bind, form heir preterite by vowel-change

(
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«-band ¢ he bound’~-and add -en in the preterite participle
with or without vowel-change, ge- being often prefixed, in
weak as well as strong verbs—gedunden ‘bound’; while weak
verbs, such as Aferan * hear,’ form their preterite and preterite
participle with the help of & or 11 hierde, gehiered.

474, The following are the chiel verb-endings of the
active voice, including the preterite participle passive,
Where two endings are given, the second is that of the
weak verbs. Observe that all three persons have the same
ending in the plural, and that the imperative exists only in the
second persoit

Indicative, Subjunctive.
Present Singular 1 -¢ 4

2 -sf -&

3 4 ¢
Tlural ~atf o
Preterite Singular 1 -, -de o

2z g, -dest &, -z

3 - de -2, -ile
P"lural ~are, ~dorn -en, ~dean
lmperative Singular -, -, (-4 -#)  Infinitive  -an

IMlural -ap Gerunidl  -enne

Participle Present  -omcde
Preterite  -en, -od

476. Verbs whose root ends in a vowel generally con-
tract; thus sfon "1o see,” gdn "lo go,” conjugate 1¢ 5o, i€ gd,
wi sap, wé gap compared with & dinde, wé bindip.

478. For the plural ending -@A, both indic. and imper.,
-¢ is substiated when the pronoun comes immediately after
whe verh : g7 dendup, but dinde g6, So also gi gé ! compared
with g& gdb.  These forms were originally subjunctives,
bande g being o shortening of Jinden g2, So alse in gd wi
tict us go  This change was ofien extended by analogy to

E
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the ending -on, as in mdte wé < may we,’ sohte g ° ye sought’
compared with wé malon, §& sohlon.

477. The passive voice, and many forms of the active voice
as well, are expressed by the combination of auxiliary verbs
with the pret, partic. and, more rarely, the pres. partic. The
chief auxiliary verbs are wesan “be, 'weorpan * become, and
habdan have! as in k¢ was gefunden, hé wearp gefunden “ he
was found,’ Aé is gecumen *he has come,” Aé hafp gefunden
*¢ he has found.

478. But besides the pret. partic,, there is a trace of the
old Germanic passive in the form Ad#e from Adtan, which is
both pres. ‘is named, called,’ and pret. ‘was called.

479. The infinitive was originally an indeclinable abstract
noun formed from the corresponding verb, so that dindan
originally meant ‘ binding,” “act of binding.” The gerund is
a similarly formed noun in the dative case governed by the
preposition /3, which always precedes it, as in 42 is &
cumenne ‘he is to come’=Latin vemfarus esf. It often
takes. the a. of the infin.—% cumanne.

480. The pret. partic,, as already stated, generally takes

ge- before it; but not if the verb already has ge- or a similar
inseparable prefix, as in forgrfen ‘forgiven,’ aliesed *re-
deemed,” In West-Saxon Aferan generally takes ge- through-
out: gehieran, gehiered.

481, Both participles are declined like adjectives: wé
stndon gecumene, hé hafp hine g¢fundenne “he has found him,
literally * he possesses him found.” DBut in the later language
the pret. partic, in combination with auxiliary £efbar became
indeciinable through the original meaning having been
forgotten : Aé kafh hine gefunden. |

482, In the older language the second person sing. ends
in -s: piz Ilufas ‘thou lovest, ji lufades, But already

1
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in Early West-Saxon the regular forms are fufast, lufa-
dest.

483. In Late Northumbrian inflectional  became ¢: Ae

i bindes, wé bindas, ~

484. In Late OE the subj. plur. ending -en was made
into -o% by the influence of the indic., as in &y iy wiron
“if they were,” compared with Farly West-Saxon gt ke
wdren, .

485. In Late OE the -s/ of the 2znd pers. sing. pret,
indic. of weak verbs is extended to the subj.: gyf pé
lufodest * if you loved’=Farly West-Saxon gif piz lufode.

StronG Virms,

486. In the strong verbs the plur. of the pret. indic.
often has a vowel different from that of the sing.: # band,
wé bundon. The znd sing. pret. indic. and the whole pret.
subj. always have the vowel of the pret. plur. indic. : pi
bunde, §if ¢ bunde, §if wé bunden. The following are the
Early West-Saxon inflections of the strong verl dindan i

Indiec, Subj.

Pres. Sing. 1 #inde binde
2 Gindest, bintst binde

3 binded, bint binde
Plur., bindap binden

Pret. Sing. 1 dand. bunde
2 bunde bunde

3 band bunde
Plur. datardon bunden
Imper. Sing. bind Infin.  éimdan

Plur. bindap Gerund 76 bindenne
Partic. Pres.  drndende

Pret.  gebunden,
487. Some strong verbs are inflected like weak verbs cvery-
K 2
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where except in the preterite forms. Thus swerian * swear,
pret. swar, is inflected like fprion (504) : pres. indic. swerige,
swerest, swereh, swpriap s subj. pres, swerige, swerigen [
imper. swgre, swgrigh, pres. partic, swgrigende.  Many
strong verbs with double consonants, such as /ddan < pray,’
¢ask’ pret. dad, are inflected like sgllan (508): pres. indic,
bidde, bitst (bidest), bitt (bidep), biddap ; subj. pres. lidde,
bidden ; imper. bide, biddap ; pres. partic. brddende.

All of these verbs, both strong and weak, had a j before
their endings in Germanic (148)—*swarfasn, *farjon, *bidjan,
*saZjan; and hence all of them mutate their root-vowels. The
strong verb wwZpan ‘weep’ is also a *j-verb,’ as shown by its
mutatien, the Anglian form being w@pan, and is declined like
the weak verb Aferarn, which however has the same endings as
a strong verb in the infinitive and present tenses, and so there
is nothing to distinguish the inflections of wépan from those of
the ordinary j-less strong verbs: pres. wipe, wépst (wepest),
weph (wépep), wépap ; imper. wep, ete

488. The Germanic forms of the endings -s4 -5 were -7,
-#p, which are still preserved in the oldest English: déndrs,
bindip. In Wesl-Saxon these endings mutated a preceding
vowel and then dropped their own vowels, as in J& fycss, hat
gréwp from lacan ¢ close,” *lock,” griwan *grow,” The re-
sulting consonant-combinations were modified in various
ways {147} : 2b, db, ddp were made into /4, 4, as in lé/ * lets,
bite ¢ waits]” bitt © asks,) sigrt ¢ stands’ from Litan ¢ let,” bidan,
biddan, standan ; and sp became s/, as in ges/ ¢ chooses ” from
¢éosan.  Similar changes took place in the znd pers. sing.
A bitst * you ask,)’ fa cest, In Anglian the fuil endings
-es {-esf), -¢b were restored, the unmutated vowels being at
the same time restored : fep, bideh, ladel, biddep, sipndep ;
biddes, céosts,

(-
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489, The vowel-changes in the sirong verbs are gener-
ally due to gradation (160), which is often accompanied by
consonant-change, as in weorpan, geworden (146), But in
some verbs the vowel of the pret. is the result of contraction
of Germanic and Arian reduplication; thus Afeld ‘held’
{(infin. Zealdan) is a contraction of *kehold, *hekald. Traces
of this reduplication are preseirved in a few OE preterites,
such as Ad-Af, later két (infin. Zdfan ‘call, ‘ command ’)=
Germanic *Aehar! (Gothic kaihail).

490. The following are the classes under which the :
strong verbs fall according to their vowel-changes, each g
class being named afier a characteristic verb. A few exam- !
ples only are given ol each class. The special Anglian
forms are given in { ). The forms are given in the order
infin,, pret. sing., pret. plur., pret. partic.

1. Reduplicative or fall-class,
491. The pret. sing. and plur. has & or ¢, the pret.
partic. keeping the vowe! of the infin.:—

Jeallan ( fallamy *fall”  féall  fiollon Seallen ( fallen)
healdas (haldan) *hold’ kdvld  héoldon healden (Ndlden)

crrdgrvan ‘ know’ CHEOW  CRCOTVOR AU
Lrdtan fgrow’ Lreow  gregunn Lriwen
beatan ‘heat’ biot béoton bigten
hatan f command’ he )t hé(h)ton Jiiilfen
lebtan “let’ it léton l@ten

I1. 8hake-class.

492. These verbs have in the infin. a, cq, or, in j-verbs
the mutations g, 7, in the pret. sing, and plar. 5, in the pret.
partic. &, @ —

Jaran ‘go’ Jor Joran Jaren
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scacan ‘shake'’ SEae SsEGcan scacen
hebban (148) ‘raise’ haf kédfon hafen, hafen

III. Bind-class.

493. In the infin. 7, #, ¢, ¢ followed by two consonants
one at least of which is nearly always a vowellike con-
sonant—r, 4 7, m; in the pret. sing. @, @, ¢2; in the pret.
plur, #; in the pret. partic. #, o.

dindan ‘bind’ band, bpnd bundon  bunden
gicldan (geldan) ‘pay’  geald (gald)  guldon  golden
kelpan ‘help’ kealp (halp)  hulpon  holpen
derstan (144) “burst’ barst durston.  borsten
weorpan ‘become’ wwearh wierdon  worden
Seoktar ( fehtan) ‘fght’  feads { faht)  fubton  fohten

IV, Bear-class.

494. In the infin, ¢, 7, 7 followed by a single consonant
which is generally vowellike ; in Jrecan the vowellike conso-
nant precedes the vowel; in the pret. sing. o, @, ca; in the
pret. plar. &, fa, 4, d; in the pret. partic, o, u :—
beran ¢ carry”’ bar bdron doren
brecan f hreak” brae brideon brocer
scieran (sceran) ‘eut’  sidar (sier)  sidarom (séivon) sioren
#wiman *take’ nant, ngime RONIOR, RATION  HUNEH

V. Give-class.
495. In the infin. ¢, #, and, in the j-verbs £, followed by
a single, non-vowellike consonant, this class differing from

the last only in the pret. partic., which keeps the vowel of the
infin., the mutated ¢ of the j-verbs relurning to e :—

sprecan ¢ speak’ sprece sprdcon . sprecen
e (gefan) * give’ Geaf (gef) goafon (g2fom) gicfon (Gefen)
Sitdan ‘siv’ seet sdton seten

licgan ‘lie’ lag lLgon, legon  legen

(
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VI. 8hine-class.
498. In the infin. 7; pret, sing. @; pret. plur. and pret.
partic, 7 :—
drifan * drive’ draf drifon drifen
séinan * shine ' sédn Siinon .rc‘szm
writan ‘write’ wril wrilon Wwriten

VIL. Choose-class.
497. In the infin. éo, #; pret. sing. Za; pret. plar. #;
pret. partic. 01—

bévdan ‘command’  déad budon boden
féosan ¢ choose’ i curon coren
Jréosan ‘freeze’ Jréas Sfruron  jfroren

biigarn “ bend ’ béag, beak  bugon bogen

Wreax VERrBS.

498. The weak verbg fall under two main groups, ac-
cording as the vowel of the infin, is mutated or not. The
mutation-group comprises two classes, the hear-class (fziemn.)
and the wean-class (mgnian), the unmutated verbs consti-
tuting the third or love-class {Zufian).

I. Hear-class.

499. The following arc the Early West-Saxon forms :—

Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 ficre fifere
a2 hierst fifere
3 hoerp Alere
Plur. hierap hieren
Pret. Sing. 1 Aferde hierde
2 hierdest hierde
3 Ahierde hicrde
Fiur. hierdorn hierelern
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Imper. Sing.  Afer Infin. Jieran
Plur. hierap Gerund #6 Aierenne

Partic. Pres. hierende
Pret. hicred

500. This class adds -¢¢ in the pret. and -ed in the pret.
partic,, where the ¢ is liable to be dropped when an inflec-
tional vowel is added, as in the nom. plur. gehierde.  Verbs
ending in 4 4, ¢ drop the ¢ in the uninflected form also,
as in dsgnd ‘sent” (infin. dsgndan), where d is a shortening of
dd.  After the breath-consonants /, ¢ the inflectional 4 is
unvoiced, and ¢ becomes £: miétan “find,’ ‘mect’ gemélt,
iZcan Fshow’ gefehl.  DBut the full forms dspuded, geméled
also occur, especially in Anglian. Similar changes take
place in the pret. -#d, -p(p)de become -Ze, ple, as in gemélte
*found,’ dypse ¢ dipped’ (infin. dyppan). The inflectional o
is also unvoiced after s and the other breath-consonants, as
in missan “miss’ mivie, compared with r&sde ‘rushed’ from
r@san, where the s=(z). In dyple the p is, of course, 2
shortening. of gp. There are similar shortenings in sendan,
sende, fyllan, fyide, etc,

'5OL Ib. Seek-class, In this subdivision of the hear-
class the vowel of the infin. is unmutated in the pret. and
pret. partic., the inflections being the same as in the other
verbs of the hear-class - —

sellan ‘give’
sécan (s@can) ‘seek’

sealde (salde)
Sahte, solite

Feseald (fes@ld)
Lesdht, gesohi

502, Those with » followed by ¢ or g—pencan ¢ think,’
bringan * bring’—drop the nasal and lengthen the preceding
vowel and modify it in other ways: Agncan, pohte, Sebelid
= Germanic *panljan, *panhia, an before A having been

regularly changed to nasal @, which in OF as regularly

%
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became 6. Long vowels were shortened in OF before 4/, so
that Aohte, etc. became Jpokte. Seek-verbs in -gé¢ carry the
mutated vowel g into the pret. and pret. partic. in Late West-
Saxon : strecéan, *stretch,’ sireakte, streahi (strahle, sirahf)
later strghte, strekl.

503, It will be observed that all verbs of the hear-class
have long syllables in the infin.—either a long vowel, as in
Areran, or a vowel followed by two consonants, as in sendan,
fyllan. In the latler verb the /7 is Germanic [¢p. the adjec-
tive fu/l], and is thercfore kept through all the inflections of
the verD, except where / is written for # before a consonant
in contracted forms: pres. indic. fylle, fyllest {fvist), fyltel
(vlh), fyllaf; imper. sing. fyll, etc. But most of the
verbs of this class with double consorants in the infin., such
as seffan * set,” are inflected like strong j-verbs such as biddan
(487), the double consonant being also shortened in the
pret. and pret. partic. : pres. indic. spite, spfsd (sptes), sgtf (sprep),
settap ; subj. serte(ar) s imper. sgle, sgffak ; pres. part. spllende ;
pret. spfle="splede, pret. partic. gespled, gesett.  Some of these
verbs belong to the seck-division, such as spigan ‘say’:
pres. indic. secge, sggst (seges), sigh (sgged), sgegap; imper.
soge, spigap; pres. partic. sgédende; pret, sagde, pret. partic.
gesagd. So also sellan has pres. indic. splle, selfe (sloh), spltaf,
imper. sgle, spllaf, &c.

JI. Wean-class.

504. All of these verbs have infin. -fg# and a short root-
syllable with a mutated vowel. They form their pret. in -edr,
and their pret. partic. in -ed, which is never contracted. The
following are the Early West-Saxon forms of eenian *accus-

tom ' i—
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Indic. Subj.

Pres. Sing. 1 wenige wenige
2 awgnest wenige
3 wgneh wenige

Plur. weniap wenifen
Pret. Sing. 1 weneds wenede
2 wenedest wgrede
3 wgnede wenede

Plur. wenedon wensden
Imper. Sing.  wene Infin.  wgenian

Plur, weniap Gerund 5 wyenigenne
Partic. Pres. wenigende
Pret.  gewened

So also_fgréan * carry’ | faran ¢ go’| styrian © stit!

ITI. Love-class.
6065, In Germanic these verbs had infinitives -azn, -in, of
which -7z is a later development and therefore does not
cause mutation like the -ran of the wean-class, which is of

Germanic origin. The following are the Early West-Saxon
forms :—

Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 Zufige lufige
2 lufasl lufidge
3 Iufap lufige

Plur. lufiap Infigen
Pret, Sing. 1 Zufode luefode
2 lujodest lufode
3 lufode It fode

Plar, T1efodon Iufoden
Imper. Sing,  Zufix Infin. Zufian

Plur. fupiapy  Gerund 19 lufigenne
Partic. Pres. Jufigende
Pret.  gelufod.

So also aséan < ask, macran * make,’ and many others.
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Irregular Weak Verbds.

B508. Some weak verbs, such as Zddan *live,) show a
mixture of the inflections of the hear- and the love-class:
pres. indic. libbe, leafast, leofap, libbap; subj. lible(n); imper.
leofa, ibbap; pres. partic. Mbbends; pret. lffde, pret. partic.
gehfd.

PRETERITE-PRESENT VERBS.

B07. These verbs have for their presents old strong pre-
terites ; thus the preterite-present verb was ‘I know’ was
originally a strong preterite of the shine-class. The present
of these verbs differs however from the strong preterites in the
znd sing. indic., which ends in £ or s/ a fbefore the inflectional
#also becoming s: 7 séeal ‘1 shall) pi scealt ; i¢ cann T know,’
bt cansty ic wat 71 know,’ pi wdst.

608. From these presents new weak preterites are formed
with various irregular changes: sceo/de, citpe, wiste,

508. Many of these verbs are defective, the infin., imper.,
and participles being often wanting. The subj. is often
substituted for the imper. sing. The following are the inflec-
tions of wrtar ‘know ' i-—

Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. t  wat wite
wist wite
3  waf wite
Plur. witon witen
Pret. Sing. 1 wiste wiste
wistest wiste
3 ewisle wiste
Plur. wisfon wisten
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Indic. Subj.
Imper. Sing. awite Infin.  wifan

Plur. witap Gerund 24 witenne

Partic. Pres. witende
Pret, witen.

Middle-English.
Earry MippLe Encrisy.

610. The MF, levelling of weak vowels under ¢ had a
comparatively slight effect on the verb inflections, especially
in Early Southern, where the OF verb-inflections were pre-
served very faithfully. But the inevitable ch: nge of -a, -as/,
-ap, -o0de inlQ ¢, -est, ~¢h, -ede, as in luve, hevest, luveh, hrvede
=OE lufa, lufast, lufap, lufode, necessarily led to a complete
levelling of the old wean- and love-classes of weak verbs, the
ME love-class including all the OF ian-verbs whether accom-
panied by mutation or not.

511. The Southern tendency to drop final # first affected
the infin. and pret. partic.: Farly Southern limden, &inde
thanden, ibinde.

512. The tendency to shorten double consonants in weak
syllables made the OF gerund /5 dindenne into ME f5
bindene,

B13. The tendency to drop final weak ¢ after another
weak syllable (174} led to the shortening of £ dindene into
16 binden, which made it liable to be confused with the infin.
So also furie=0F Iufige, lufian was often shortened to luns.

In the South-Thames dialects this -7 afterwards came to be
regarded as the speciul mark of the infin, being sometimes

extended to strong verbs as well as weak verbs with OF infin.
-an.
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514. In Early Southern the pres. partic. ending is -inde,
as in bindinde, hérinde, which probably owes its ¢ Lo the influ-
ence of the verbal nouns in -inge, -ing=0E -ing, -ung, such
as lerninge=QF leornung.

516. Early Southern keeps the prefix +=0E ge-: datnden,
théred=0FE gebunden, gehéred,

516. The most important change in the strong verbs is
that many of them became weak. Already in OE such verbs
as slépan < sleep,’ ondrddan ‘fear,’ had the weak preterites
sldpie, ondrdédde by the side of the strong siép, ondrid ; in
Late West-Saxon Agbban ‘raise’ has the weak pret. Ag/fde
by the side of strong A3/, and so on. In ME this is carried
much further. Thus even in the earliest ME we find the
OF strong preterites %7 ‘let, wégp “wept’ represented not
only by /7é/, weéop, but also by the weak Jetle, wepte, although
such forms as wép still survive in Standard Late ME. Many
other weak and strong forms existed side by side for a
long time ; and although in MnE the weak forms have nearly
always prevailed, this was not always the case in ME, where,
for instance, such a weak pret. as Ae/de ‘ raised’ was in the
Late ME period discarded in favour of the new-formed strong
pret. kaf, the old 24/ being also preserved.

517. The inflections of the strong verbs that remained
were modified by various levelling influences. The muta-
tion in the contracted forms of the OF presents was got rid
of by bringing in the unmutated vowel of the infin,, etc., asin
berd ¢ carries,’ #rof ¢ treads,” stond * stands,’ infin. beren, freden,
stimden=TFarly West-Saxon bierp (brrep), trith, signt.

518. The gradation of consonants in the OE cdosan,
gecoren, ete. was got 1id of by carrying the s through : chéosen,
chisen, chFs, ichosen.

519. In this last verb we can also observe the extension
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of ¢2 = OF ¢ to the original ¢ of the pret, partic., so as to
make initial ¢/ uniform throughout the whole verb. We can
cbserve the opposite levelling of ¢ under ¢ in such verb-forms
as kerven, karf=0F ceorfan, cearf, which have taken their
back-consonant from ‘the OE pret. plur. cur/on and pret.
partic. corfen.

520. But in some verbs the old consonant-gradations
were preserved, as in forlisen ‘lose,” foris, forloren.

521. Some of the ME changes had the contrary effect of
creating new distinctions.  Thus OF @, & was regularly
shortened before consonant-groups, and the resulling @ was
afterwards broadened to @ (177), as in the OF pret. tahte
‘showed,” which in ME passed through ‘ekte into ok,
whence MnE feught. In many preterites and pret. parti-
ciples these changes gave rise only to divergence of quantity,
as in méfen, metle, ime/= OV gemitan, etc,, and in Northern
ledde = Southern /ladde from Jiden ‘¢lead’ = QF liédan,
liidde.

622. The following are the inflections of the strong verh

binden, and of the weak verbs Aéren “hear’ and Invien, as

representatives of the two classes of weak verbs in Farly
Southern seem

Pres. Indic. Sing. 1 dinde hive luwrie
2 bindest, bntst hér(e)st luvest
3 bfadeh, bint hér(e)p luwch
Plar.  dindef levep luvieh
Pres. Subj. Sing.  dinde hire luwie
Plur.,  dinden héren luvicon
Pret. Indic. Sing. 1 bpnd herde lvede
2 biinde herdest luvedest
3 bdnd ferde luvede

Plur.  bisnden Frerden luveden

(
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Pret, Subj. Sing. 1 dande herde Invede

2 binde hevdest luvedest
3 biinde kevde luvede

Plar.  buinden FRerden fuveden

Imper. Sing.  dind héve Invie

Plur.  lindep hérel luvieh
Infin. dinden héren fuvien

Gerund dindene hérene luviene

Partic, Pres.  éindinde hérinde luviinde
Pret.  Zbunden ihér(e)d iuved.

528. In the forms binde gé, biinde gi, -e is substituted for
-¢b (478).

524. It will be observed that the distinction between the
two classes of weak verbs is very slight, the 7 of the love-class
being often dropped-—7 Juve, wi fuveh, &c.—while the imper.
sing. Aére has taken the e of fxvre, luve.

Midiand.

526. In Farly Midland many levellings which are only
just Dbeginning in Early Southern are fully carried out.
The love-class lost their 7 entirely, and as the hear-class
generally had the full Anglian endings -est, -¢4, there is only
one set of inflections for the two classes: Adren, Jufen=
Southern Aéren, fuvien.  On the other Land, the contracted
forms of the hear-class are extended to the love-class, as in
dirp “befits, “becomes’ pret, birde= QL gebyrep, gelyrede,
infin. gebyrian (wean-class).

526. The characteristic feature of the Midland verb is its
extension of the plur. ending -ez of the subj. pres, and of the
pret. indic. and subj—g1f pei Lufen, pei comen ‘came, gif pei
comen, et brodtenr—to the present indic. plur.: wé fufen, per
cumen==Sautherns wé luvieh, oo cumep. Bul the older (o)
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is kept in the imper. plur.: cameb !, bgb! ‘be ye'=Southern
cumep, biok.

627. In Early Midland the gerund was completely levelled
under the infin. : #5 binden, 15 héren.

528. In Midland the pres. partic. keeps the old ending :
bindende, hivende, lufende.  The » of the infin, and strong
pret. partic. is never dropped as in Southern. The pret,
partic. loses its prefix ge-.

52p. The distinction between single and double conso-
nant forms in the old j-verbs, such as Aebban, Agfep, Aif,
hafen and libban, leofap, lyfde, which was still kept up in Early
Southern—7Azbden, hevep ; Ilibben, leved, livep—began to break
down in Early Midland through the exteusion of the single
consonant forms ; thus in Early Midland we find pres. plur,
indic. Zfen="TEarly Southern /i35, although the older infin.
Itdden is still kept in Early Midland; but Aefzn is used not
only as a pres. plur., but also as an infin.

Northern.

530. In the Northern dialect infleciional / had been
changed to s, and final # had begun to drop off already in the
OF period : Old Northumbrian dindes, findas, dinda=Mercian
bindep, bindap, bindan. In the Early Middle period weak
final ¢ was dropped, so that the infin. dinde= Old Northum-
brian findz became monosyllabic dind, under which the
gerund /g Jind was levelled. The subj. Jmde=Old North,
sing. and plur. bnde was reduced to the same monosyllable.
Hence also the pret. plur. Aerden was reduced to the same
form as the sing.—herd. 'The effect of these changes on a
strong pret. such as that of 472d was to leave only two {orms

—band 1st and 3rd pers. sing. indic., and d#nd 2nd pers.

’
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sing. and plur. and subj. generally—and the vowel-change
was soon got rid of by extension of the vowel of the 1st and
grd person sing. indic.: 7 band, pi band, wé band.

531. In Late Old Northumbrian the old ending of the
2nd person pres. -5, -as, etc. was preserved by the influence
of the new 3rd person -es, -as = -¢p, -ap. Hence in Early
Northern -es became the common ending’ of the 2nd and grd
persons indic. pres. sing. In the pres. indic. plur -es=older
-as, -tas was dropped when the verb was immediately pre-
ceded or followed by its pronoun : w# paf bindes, men bindes
wé bind, par bind. The ‘absolute’ form was afterwards ex-
tended to the st pers. sing. as well; 7 pat bindes.

532. The » of the strong pret. partic. was not lost in Old
Northumbrian because of the inflected forms gedundene, etc.,
by whose influence the » was restored in the uninflected
form ; hence it was aiways kept in the ME Northern dialect
as well,

683 The Northern form of the pres. partic. is -and:
bindand, kérand=Midland and OF bindende, hérende, Southern
bindnde, kérinde. This e is the result of Scandinavian influ-
ence: Icel. bindandi, keyrandi.

534. The following are then the most distinctive verb-
inflections of the three dialects in their Early Middle
periods :—

Southern, Midland. Northern.
Indic, Pres. Sing. © binde binde bind
2 bindest, bintst  bindest bindes
3 bindep, bint dindep bindes
Plur.  bindep binden bind{es)
Imper, Sing.  éind bind bind
. Plar.  ébinde} bindep bind(es)
Pres. Partic. dindinde bindende bindand
L




Late MmoLe ExcrisH.

6536. The most imporiant change in Standard ME and
in Late South-Thames English generally is the further assimi-
lation of the pres. partic. to the verbal nouns in -inge by
which the earlier dindinde became bindinge, a change of which
we see traces already in Early Southern, as in Aeo riden sing-
tnge * they rode singing "—OF Aie ridon singende, But as the
verbal nouns also occur without final -¢, the distinction be-
tween Jerminge partic. and Jerning noun was not entirely lost,

538. Exrly ME & was changed to / in the weak pret. and
pret. partic. of verbs in rd, /d, nd: girte, girt, infin, girden ;
bille, &l infin. bilden: wente, went Infin, wenden — Early
Southern géirde, gird; bilde, bisld; wende, wend. This
change served to distinguish such forms as 42 sende pres. subj.
and A¢ senie pret., which in Early ME were both expressed by
the first form. DBut it is also carried out in some words with
LUl n, an: filen feel’ felte; dwellen, dwelte ; mgnen, mente ;
brennen *burn,’ drente; and after s=(z} and », where it un-
voices these consonants: losten =OFE losian, loste; lpren=OF
ligfan, lefte, lafe.

637. In Standard ME we see the same levelling and
simplifying tendencies at work as in Early Midland and
Northern. The old vowel-change in such preterites as bjnd
is still kept up, but the short form égnd is often extended
throughout the pret.: & bjnd, we bgnd as well as pa bounde,
wé bounde(n).

538. In some verbs of the bear- and give-class the # of
the plural is sometimes extended to the sing. as in dér, séf by
the side of 4ar, sat=OF bar, sat phur, bidron, sitfon, Anglian
béron, séton.

589. Influence of the strong plur, pret. on the sing. is

e, o1
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also seen in such sing. preterites as sZ7e, sew=Early Southern
slok plur. slowen, Late OF slok, slogon, OF. sead, sdwon.

540. In Late ME the pret, partic. begins to influence the
pret. plur. As a general rule the old pret. plurals were
preserved in Late ME only when they had the same \Lowel
as the pret. partic., as in ger bounden, pet drinken, pet winnen
(class 3), riden, wrilen (class 6); otherwise the plur. pret. took
the vowel of the pret. partic.; Ae kolpen, foghten, chisen.

64L. The sing. of the imper. began to be extended to the
plur. : &ind ¢ bind ye * by the side of dindgh.

542, In the love-class of weak verbs the ¢ was dropped
entirely, and the pret. ending -ede was often shortened to -ed
in accordance with the general principle of dropping weak e
after a weak syllable 1 Aé fBoep, Aé Idved.

543. Some of the above changes may be the result of
Midland influence, of which we have an undoubted example
in the substitution of -ez {-¢) for -¢4 in the plur. indic. pres.
-¢p was, of course, kept in the plur. imper., although here also
the Midland ending seems to occur in its shortened form -e .
binde. .

544. The following are the Standard ME inﬂectmn? of
the three verbs whose Early ME inflections have been given
already :—

Pres, Indic. Sing. 1 éinde here e
2 bindest ker\e)st iFvest
3 bindep, bint hevielp vep
Plur,  Zinde(n) hire(n) ()
Pree. Suly. Sing.  binde hére ldve
Plur,  éinde(n) hére(a) Idwela)
Pret, Indic. Sing. 1 bgnd ferde Ived ey
2 bounde, bind herdest !Jzzea’esf’
3 find herde Ived &)
Plur,  dounde(n), dgnd  herde se) Wvede(n), Wved
L2
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Pret, Subj. Sing. 1 dosnde herdz ived(e) .
2 bonnde herde(st) Hvede(st), Wved
3 dousnde keride fwed(e) ’
Plar.  dowunde{sn) herde(n) ipede(n), Ived
Imper. Sing. &ind hér{e) Ifve
Plur.  dinde( p), bind hére( By, hir el B)
Infin,  ébinde 1) FEre(n) {ve(or)
Gerund  dinden(e), binde  heren(e), hire  Ifven(s), live
Partic, Pres.  bimdinge héringe lwinge
Pret.  (f)bownde(s) (Dherd (HH)ivvie)d.

The following examples will show the regular development
of the different classes of strong verbs :—

545. jfallen
hplden
growen
Kagwen

548, shaken
wiken
langhen
drazwen

1. Fa—ll-class.

fell Sellen
held héliden
grew Lrewen
Rardw kuiwen

II. Shake-class.

shalk shéken
wok wiken
laugh, low lowwen

drough, drow  drowen

Jallen
Aplden
growen
Engwen

shaken
WaAken
laughen
arawen

Obscerve that the preterites of this class have split up into
two groups, one with 4, the other with (un) [188].

547, binden
Singen
drinken

winmnen
berven
helten
fghien

II1. Bind-class.

bind bounden
sgng sdugen
drank drénken
war winnen
Farf korven
halp kolpen
Jaught Jogthten

bonnden
séngen
drénken
wonen
Rorven

holpen
Joghien
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IV. Bear-class.

548, sigien stal
bfren bar, ber

stilen, sial  stplen
béren, bar bgren

V. Give-class.

b48. gilen gat gélen, gat géfen
siften sal, sét séten, sat sglen

V1. Shine-class.

560, riden rod riden riden
wyilen wrot writern writern

VII1. Choose-class.

651, crifen orep erghen crppen
chésen chis chisen chisen

Modern English.

§52. The main innovation in the MnE verb-inflections
was the introduction of the Nouhf‘&-_;/in the 3rd pers. sing.
pres. indic.~/¢ calls—which was introduced inlo Standard
English through the medium of the Midland dialect. Tt did
not entirely supplant the older -#2—hke calleth—which still
survives in the higher literary langunage.

5563. The MnE verb is further characterized by the
development of a gerund. When the pres. partic. ending
-inge lost its final vowel, the last vestige of a formal distinc+
tion between such a pres. partic, as ferning and the verb-noun
ferning. disappeared. In OE the number of verb-nouns in
-zng, -ing was limited, especially in the earlicr stages of the
language. In ME their number increased, and when the
pres, partic. in -fnge was fully established, and became in-
distinguishable in form from the ing-nouns, these could be
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formed at pleasure from any verb; or, in other words, every
pres. partic. could be used as a verb-noun., At first—in
Early MnE as well as ME—these words were used entirely
as nouns—taking the article /%¢ before them and the prepo-
sition of after them, etc.—as in k¢ thanked him for the saving
of s life, where saving is used exactly like the abstract noun
preservafion ; but by degrees they were treated like infinitives,
the article being dropped and the following noun joined on
to them as to the corresponding finite verb ; so that the above
sentence was shortened to ke thanked him for saving his Iife.
In such constructions, which began in Early MnE, saving etc.
are true noun-verbals or gerunds,

554. In MnE the dropping of weak final ¢, together with
the ME tendency to drop final weak #, had a great effect in
simplifying the verb-inflections. The monosyllabic #/xd be-
came the representative of the following ME forms: pres.
indic. 1st pers, sing. 7 binde, plur. wé binde(n), etc., pres. subj.
dinde, binde(n). The levelling of the distinction between the
pret. and pret. partic. which had begun in ME was completed
in the MnE forms kerd (keard), loved representing ME Aerde,
igved(e)y and ()herd, (F)idved.  Such weak verbs as sef and cast
became invariable in the pret. and pret. partic.: infin. se,
pret. sef, pret. partic. sef= ME sette(n), sette, (F)sef.  Moreover
in such verbs the distinction between strong and weak con-
jugation is effaced: compare s/ pret. se/ with fer pret. lot=
OF setian, sgite; Idtan, lit.

586. The weak vowel of the endings -est, -eth, -5, -ed
was dropped in Early MnE in the spoken language, except
that full -es/, -ex was always kept after the hiss-consonants
(s, z; {, 3), being subject to exactly the same rules as the
noun-inflectional -es (310), as in mdssest, misses, risest, rises,
wishes, singes. Full -ed was preserved after the point-stops

(
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4, d, as in Aated, wanted, wedded, wounded = ME halede, etc.
Otherwise all these endings were shortened in speech without
regard to the ME forms—in Joves (luvz), lovest, loveth (luvp),
as well as Aeares, hears, hearest, heareth. In this way the
distinction between the two classes of weak verbs was
finally done away with as far as the endings were con-
cerned, the distinction being only partially recognizable in
the sound-changes in such verbs as Aear, keard (hiir, hard);
Seel, felt; teach, laught.

558. But in the higher language the full endings -ess,
-eth, -ed were freely used after all consonants indifferently,
especially in poetry, for the sake of the metre. -es was not
used in this way because the less familiar -e#% could always be
substituted for it. Some very common verbs were, however,
used only in the short forms, such as dos?, doth, mayst, wouldst,
especially the contracted kass, Aath, had=DME havest, hast
ete. -est was generally shortened in weak preterites, as in
lovedst, criedst.  -est and -eth are obsolete in Present English
except in the higher language, in which they naturally keep
their full forms, except in dost, Aath etc. The higher lan-
guage also keeps full -d in many forms where the spoken
language contracts, as in feloved (bilevid) compared with
loved (levd), blessed are the peacemakers,

B57. The vowel of the full endings is now weak {i), as in
(raizist, raiziz, raizip, heitid), and in Early MnE as well as
Latc ME it was often written z, y instead of ¢, as in Farly
MnE thou spekyst, he dwellith, putiyih, passid, armyd.

558. In writing, the silent ¢ of -er was generally omitted
in Karly MnE, as in sifs, dinds ; but not after v, as in loves,
nor, of course, where required to show the pronunciation of
a preceding letter, as in shines.

559. The consonant of shortened -es was assimilated as
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regards breath and voice to the preceding consonant in the
same way as in the noun-inflections : s, leads {leedz), Jomes
{luvz), The same assimilations took place with shortened
-ed i loved (uvd), breathed (breeSd), thanked {(bankt), blessed.
-ed being thus used to express (t), this spelling was often
extended to such preterites as durns, smelf, which were written
durned, smelled, although they come from ME brenite, smelte,
But the phonetic spellings thank’t, thanis (thank'd), dropt,
¢rost (cross’d), accurst also came into partial use, and somf,:
of them have become fixed, such as pasf in half past one
compared with fke fime has passed quickiy,

The above are organic changes. We have now to consider
the internal changes in the verb-inflections, beginning with
those of a levelling character. ;

580. The change of strong to weak verbs which we
observe in ME went on in the transition from ME to MnE
and, in some cases, in MnE itsell. Thus the Farly MnE’
preterite ¢/omd and the pret. partic. molter have now become
climbed, melled. DBut some of the weak forms that arose in
Early MnE have now been discarded, such as the Shakesperian
pret. participles comed, becomed.

561. On the other hand, several weak verbs have been
made strong by the analogy of strong verbs, such as sfick,
stuck (OF. stician, sticode) by the analogy of siing, stung ; wear:
wore, worn (OE wyrian, wyrede) by the analogy of swear, swore,
sworn.  So also several weak verbs in -oz have taken pret.

participles in -own by the analogy of Zmow, kuowm, etc.,
keeping the original weak pret.: show, pret. showed, pret.
partic. shown (OF stéawian, scéarvode),

662. The levelling of the short guantity of the vowels in
the sing. of strong preteriles under the long quantity of the
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pret, partic. and infin. seen in Late ME 4dr = Farly ME Zr,
Far is carried much further in MnF, as in drake, spake = Late
ME brak, spak, pret. partic. 8rpken, infin. érgken etc. When
a certain number of preterites in ¢ had been thus lengthened,
others were lengthened without regard to the length of the
other parts of the verb, such as came, bade:=ME cam, dad,
infin. comen, bidden, although the latter had a long vowel in
the pret. partic. diden.

568. There is also a regular process of voice-levelling in

‘the MnE strong verh, by which final (s, f) in the pret. sing.

hecomes voiced as in the infin. and pret. partic,, as in rose,
chose, gave, drove=ME r7s, chgs, gaf, drp/f, infin. risen, driven
etc., pret. partic. dreven etc.

584. The distinction between pret. sing. and plur. was
levelled, as we have seen, in the MnE weak verbs by phonetic
changes. In the strong verbs it was levelled by external,
analogical changes. Already in ME strong verbs the vowel
of the sing. was often carried into the plur., cspecially when
the plur. bad a vowel different from that of the pret. partic,
as in per stal instead of per sfélen (pret. partic. s/@len).  Hence
such Early MnE preterites as bare, brale, gave, sat correspond
to ME singulars,

565. In many cases, however, MnE strong preterites have
the vowel of the ME pret. plur. We have seen that in Late
ME there was an inlimate connection between the vowel of
the pret. plur. and of the pret. partic. in strong verbs, so that
at last the pret. plur., when it differed from the pret. sing.,
almost always bad the vowel of the pret. partic. Hence in
MnE the vowel of the pret. plur. when thus supported by
the pret. parlic. was often able to supplant the original
singular-vowel, This was carried out consistently in those
verbs of the bind-class which had ME (uu) in the pret. plur,
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and pret. partic.: dound, found==ME &ind, find, plur. bounden
etc. 'The same change took place in other verbs of the
bind~class, and in some of the shine- and choose-class, many
verbs having two preterites in Early MnE, one representing
the ME pret. sing., the other with the vowel of the plur.:
began, begun ; sang, sung ; stang, stung ; faught, fought=ME
bigan, sing, sing, faughi—bif; rode, rid; wrote, wrti=ME
bty rid, wrgl. The present forms of these preterites are
began, sang, stung, foughl, bit, rode, wrote, the tendency
evidently being to favour the original sing. forms.

686. But there has been in MnE a further assimilation of
the pret. to the pret. parlic.,, which has affected nearly all
verbs of the bear-class with M 7 in the pret. partic. : alreacdy
in Early MnE we find the preterites dore, broke, spoke by the
side of bare, brake, spake=ME Jar, brak, spak, ME stal being
represented by stole only in Early MnE. In Present English
bare etc. survive only in the higher language.

567. When a direct association had thus been established
between the pret. and pret, partic. the two parts of the
verb began to be confused—a confusion which was helped
by the pret. partic. in 7 kave seen etc. having nearly the same
meaning as the pret. 7 saw etc.—so that the pret. began
to be substituted for the pret. partic. in some verbs, especialiy
when the older form of the pret. partic. was liable to be for-
gotten through ot being in very frequent use—as in the case
of ME shinen from shinen—or ambiguous—as in the case of
ME sfnden, which was both pret, partic. and infin.—or
anomalous and irregular in any way, as in sitn compared
with the infin. sé#%en.  Hence in MnE the original preterites
shone, sived, sat have supplanied the older pret. participles.
In Early MuRE this was carried still further than in Standard
Present Inglish, as in took, shook, arose=taken, shaken, arisen,

ACCIDENCE. (5 566.
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568. In the above examples the pret. participles sfn‘mz
etc. Jost their final # through the substitution of a form with
a different vowel. Such pret. participles as dound, begun=
ME bounden, bigdnnen may be considered either as the result
of extension of the MnE pret. forms dound etc, or of
dropping the ¢ of the curtailed ME forms (¢)bounde, etc. .

It sometimes happens that the pret. partic. ending -¢% 18
dropped in a verb, but preserved in an adjecfive formgd ﬁ:om
the pret. partic. before it had lost the -ew, as in the adjectives
drunken, bounden, (in bownden duly) compared with the pret.
participles drunk, bownd.

589. In Farly MnE the ending -es7 was extended to the
pret. indic. of strong verbs: thow bowundest, thou {pa.{wst:M.E
hounde, tnd, spak. The rare Early MnE dropping of -s7 in
weak as well as strong preterites, as in Jhou saw), thou mak(a‘d,
thou had is probably the result of Northern inﬂuet?ce. But in
Present English, poets often instinctively drop this harsh and
heavy inflection, especially when the verb is sep?%rated from
its pronoun: where thou once formed thy pamdzse.i {Byron).

Verbs whose pret. is the same as the pres.)especmllyl tholse
in -s/—frequently drop the inflectional 7, or else add it with
an intervening -¢d for the sake of distinctness: #hou casledst
or thou cast.

§70. The following is the Farly MnF. conjugation of the
strong verb see and the weak verb call:—

i i call

Indic. Pres. Sing. ; ::::;: st
3 seeth, sees callie)th, calls

Plut, see call

Subj. Pres. see cal/t;{ 7
: ic. Sing. 1 saw eallle

Pret. Indic. Sing 2z sawle)st calledst
3 saw catlie)d
Plur. Saw callle)d
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Pret. Subj. Saw . callleyd
Imper, see call
Infin. see call
Pres, Partic. and Gerund  seeing calling
Pret. Partic.  seen callle)d

Besides the above inflections there are others which occur
only as isolated archaisms.  The contracted -£f=-¢£% has left
a trace in the form Zis¢ “ wishes,’ ‘likes,” as in Jef him do it when
ke lst=OF Iyst (fystep) from the weak verb fpstan. Al three
ME indic. plurals are found in the Early MnL literary language,
the most frequent of which—the Midland -ezz—survives in the
Shakesperian they waxen in their mirth, The Southern -efh
and the Northern -es are much less frequent. The infin. or
gerund in -gx survives in Shakespere : fo &illen.

571. The following examples will show the regular de-
velopment of the differen. classes of strong verbs in literary
MnE. It will be observed that the best-preserved classes
are the 3rd and the 6th, the others being so reduced in the
number of their verbs, and there being so much divergence
of form, that they retain hardly a trace of their OE
characteristics :—

1. Fall-class.

B73. fail Jell Jallen
hold held held, bekolden
Lgrow grew Lrownt
Lot Ao Anown

1I. Shake-class.

© B73. shake shiook shrken

take toof taken
The Late ME preteriles in {-uun)=0F -4, such as drem,
slow, were in Early MnE levelled under the more numerous
ew-verbs of the fall-class: draw, drew; slay, skew.
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IIT. Bind-class.

574. sing sang sung
drink drantk drunk
sting stung stung
suang . Swung swung
bind bound bound(eln
Jind Sound Sound
Sight Jought Jought

1V. Bear-class.

B75. bear bare, bore born(e)
steal stole stolen

V. Give-class.

678, give gave £iven
weave warve woven
sit sat sat

V1. 8hine-class.

677, drive drove driven
rise rose risen
wrile wrole writicn
bite kit bitlen
shine shone shone

The occasional Early MnE preterites drave, sirave, etc.,
are probably Northern forms.
V1I. Choose-class.

578. Jreeze Jroze frozen
choose chose chosen

Prrsent ENGLISH.

§70. In the present Spoken English the earlier substitution
of you see, you saw for thou seest, thou sawest, and of he ses
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for ke seeth has been completely carried out, so that the
older -s# and - survive only in proverbs and in phrases
taken from the higher literary language, where the older
forms still survive, : :

Having traced the English verb down to its most reduced
MnE form, it will now be more instructive to regard it from
a purely descriptive, unhistorical point of view.

680. If we examine the Present English verb from this
point of view, the first thing that strikes us is that the tra-
ditional distinction between strong and weak verbs can no
longer be maintained: without going back to ME we cannot
tell whether such preterites as sas, &7, led, held, infinitives sty
light, lead, hold, are strong or weak.

58L. We are therefore compelled to make a new division
into consonantal and voecalic. Consonantal verbs are
those which form their preterites and pret, participles by
adding & or ¢, such as called, loched, heard, burnf, infinitives
call, look, kear, burn. Vocalic verbs are those which form
their preterites or pret. participles by vowel-change without
the addition of any consonant, except that the pret. partic. of
some of these verbs adds -en: sing, sang, sung ; bind, bound,
bound; run, ran, run-—drive, drove, driven; speah, spoke,
spoken ; see, saw, seen. Under the vocalic verbs we must also
include the invariable verbs: ki, lf, lef; casl, cast casl.
Mixed verbs show a mixture of consonantal and vocalic
inflection : ¢row, erew, erowed ; show, showed, shown,

582. The great majority of verbs belong to the regular
consonantal conjugation, their pret. and pret. partic. ending
being-—

a. (-id) after (t} and (d): delighted, nodded,
6. (-d) after the other voice sounds: played, raised, saved,
turned, dragged,
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¢. (-t) after the other breath consonants: Aissed, pushed,
looked,

583. Compared with these verbs these of the vocalic class
must be regarded as irregular, although many of them fall
under more or less uniform classes. There are also irregular
consonantal verbs, such as furm, burn?, compared with the
regular furn, furned. There is also a small class of specially
irregular or anomalous verbs, such as e, as, feen, some of
which—mostly comprising the old preterite-present verbs—
are defective, such as (J) can, cowid, which has no infin.
or pariiciples. The irregular verbs therefore comprise all
the vocalic and anomalous verbs together with some of the
consonantal, all regular verbs being consonantal, Al newly
formed verbs are conjugated consonantally, the consonantal
inflections being the only living or productive ones.

584, The following are the inflections of the consonantal
verb call and the vocalic verb see in Spoken English:—

Pres. Indic, Sing. 1 call see
2 call see
3 calls sees
Plur. call see
Pres. Subj. calf see
Pret. {Indic. and Subj.) called saw
Imper. calf see
Infin, call see
Pres. Partic. and Gerund  calleng sesing
Pret. Partic, cailed seen

Irregular Verbs in Modern English.

585. In the following sections the vowel-changes are
arranged in the alphabetic order of the vowels of the pre-
terites in their phonetic spelling, to which the alphabetic
order of the vowels of the infinitive is subordinated, thus
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(ei...e) as in say, said, and then (ij . . e), as in fee, fled,
precede (i3 . . 22), and this is followed by (uw .. o), etc.
Forms that occur only in the higher literary language are
marked *. Obsolete farms are marked +.

ConsoNanTAL VERBS.

With Vowel-change.

- Verbs which take the regular consonantal inflection (d, t),
but with vowel-change :—

Vowel-change (et . . o).

586. say,said (sei,sed), O weak Ib spidan, sagde, sagd.
In ME the ¢g-forms of this verb were preserved in South-
‘Thames English; but in the North-Thames dialects the g-
forms segest, sggep, imper. sgge were extended to the original
egforms: 7 sede, infin. serm, seven, pres. partic. sefende. These
became the Standard ME forms also, The OF pret. sagde
became saide in ME. In MnE saide became (seed), which
was shortened to (sed); and the same shortening took place
in sqys.  All the other OE dg-verbs show a similar extension
of the g-forms in ME, so that the OX. infinitives figan, lrigan,
dyigan appear in MnE as % (ME Zien), lay (ME lien), buy
(ME 27n), which correspond phonetically to the OF impera-
tives Zige, lege, Dyge.

Vowwel-change (ij . . o).

587. flee, fled (flij, fled). OF strong VII flapn (Oldest
English fleohan), flzak, plur. flugon, pret. partic, flogen.  There
was another OE verb of the same class, some of whose forms
were identical with forms of féon, namely fliogan ‘fly, fliag
(Aéak), pret. plur. flugon, pret. partic. flogen. As the two
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verbs were similar in meaning also, they were frequently con-
founded in Late West-Saxon, the distinctive forms of féogan
being used in the sense of ‘flee’ as well as in that of *fly/
and féon being used in the sense of ‘fly’ This confusion
has lasted to the present day, in as far as many modern
writers use fly consistently in the sense of ‘run away. In
ME the confusion between the two verbs was often avoided
by using the weak verb féden=OEF fedon ( fidan) ¢ flow,” ‘ be
at high tide’ (said of the sea) from OE fiéd ‘flood” in the
sense of *flee,” its pret. fedds coming gradually to be regarded
as the pret. of the old strong fléon, flen,  This development
was probably helped by the Scandinavian weak verb fyja
¢ flee,” pret. Aipe.

588. croep, crept (krijp, krept), OE strong VII crégpan,
créap, cropen. In ME cripen developed a weak pret, creple by
the side of the strong crép. leap, lept; sleep, slept:
sweep, swept; weep, wept have developed in a similar
way from the OE strong verbs Aléapan, Aléop 1; si@pan,
slip 1; swapan, sweop 1; wipan, wiop 1. OF swipan be-
came by regular change swjpen in ME; the form swecp is
the result of confusion with other verbs of similar meaning.

Vowel-change (io . . 08).

580. hear, heard (hier, hoad). OFE weak I Jicran,
hierde, Anglian Aéran, hérde, whence ME kéren, herde with
the usual shortening, In Early MnE the () of the pret. was
regularly broadened to (a) before the (r), giving (hiier, hard).
The spelling Aéard shows the not unfrequent lengthening of

ME ¢ before (1)-combinations, which, of course, preserved it

from the change into (a); (heerd) was then shortemed to
(herd), whence the Present English (haad}.
M
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Vowel-change {uw . . o).

5080. shoe, shod (fuw, fod). OF sian, scide, gestod.
ME skéin, pret. partic. 7ckéd. The MnE shortening is
parallel to that in rod compared with rood, both=OFE réd.

shod is now used chiefly as an adjective, shoe being conjugated
regularly shoed.

Vewel-change (e . . ou).

591. sell, sold (sel, sould). OF weak Ib selan, sealde,
Anglian s@lde ‘give! ME sellen, spide, upid. In OFE the
meaning ‘sell’ was only occasionally implied in the more
general one of ‘give, as in spllan wip weorpe ‘give for a

value (price)’=¢sell.’ S0 also tell, told from OE weak I b
fellan. ' ’

With t instead of d.

~ 592 burn, burnt. In UL the intransitive ‘ burn’ was
expressed by the strong verb IIT léermanm, Late West-Saxon
éyrnan, Anglian beornan, pret, born, darn, prei. plur. burnen,
pret. partic. geburnen; the transitive by the weak dwrnan,
barnde. In these two verbs the » had been transposed, the
Germanic forms being *érinnan, *brannjan, with which com-
pare the Scandinavian strong Jrinna, pret. lrann, pret, partic.
brurnann, and the weak brenno, brendi. In ME the origin-
ally transitive and intransitive forms came to be used indis-
criminately in both senses, the weak forms gradually getting
the upper hand. In Standard ME the Northern—originally
Scandinavian—form brenmen, brente was used both transitively
and intransitively, the strong Northern form—also originally
Scandinavian— drinnen occurring less frequently, generally in
its original intransitive sense. The other dialects show a

r
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great variety of forms: Early Southern deornen, bfrnen,
bernen, Early Midland égrmen, Sernen, brennen, Early Northern
brin (transitive as well as intrans.), dren.  The infin. burnen
seems to occur first in Late Midland ; the # is probably .Lhe
result of the influence of the lip-consonant & on the following
eo of Anglian éeornan. 'The pret. brent survived for some
time in Early MnE. .

593. dwell, dwelt. ME dwellen, dwelte from Scandina-
vian deglja ¢ remain, .

504. learn, learnt. OF leornian, leornode ; ME lern(t)en,
lernde, later lernte. 'The adjective Jearned preserves the fuller
form of the pret. partic. So also pen, pent; smell, smelf;
spell, spelt; spidl, spili from the OFE weak ve:'bs pennan,
smglian ‘strike, spellian ‘ relate,’ spillan © destroy.

505. spoil, spoilt. MY spotien, despoilen from 0Old F,rench
spolier, despoziler [from Latin spoltare tstrip,” ¢ plunder ] was
associgted with spillen from OE spzilan, so that \.vhen spillen
took the special sense ¢ waste liquids,’ * spill, sporlen took the
old meaning of spillen, namely * destroy,” and formmed a pret;
spoilte on the analogy of sgille.  spoil in the sense of ‘ plunder
is regular,

; r5§6 feel, folt from OE felan (fi&lan), _/'Eltf‘e. kr.le'al,
knelt from MFE knclen, knelde, knelfe of Scandinavian origin.

With 1 instead of d and Vowel-change.
Vowed-change (ij . . e).
597. (belreave, *bereft, bereaved. OF (6e)re7aﬁ.cm,
réafode. MY birgven, birfode, birefte, birafte, the last being
rd ME form.
thesit:.nijeave, cleft ‘divide,” ‘adhere OL strong VII
cléafan, cléaf, clofen * divide'; ME cléven, r@f,-c{‘giwn. _OE
weak 11 cleofian, clifian ‘adhere’; ME clpeien, clppede.
M 2
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There was also a strong verb VI in OF c/ifun *adhere, ME
cliven pret. partic. cliven ‘adhere,’ ‘tlimb.” In ME clpf,
Northern c/af; originally pret. of cZiven, was used also as pret.
of ¢/zven, whose pret. partic. ¢/jwen had in Late ME the same
vowel as cfg/t A new weak pret. c/efte was then formed from
cigven. In the Earliest MnE ceeve ¢divide’ kept {ii)==ME
close &, but was scon confused with cleane {kieev) ‘adhere’ =
Early ME clevien, Late ME cffvien, so thal it was written
with eq.  The MnE pret. c/ve may be regarded either as
the descendant of the OK pret. c/3f or as the ME pret.
cif (from OE cléaf) levelled under the pret. partic. cigzen,
The other MnE pret. caze is of course the Northern form of
OFE clif. The following are the forms of the two verbs in
MnE :—

cleave “divide ’; clove, telave, cleft; cloven, clefl, toleaved.

cleawe * adhere’; +elgve, cleaved ; cleaved,

590. deal, dealt (dijl, delt). OF dalan, dilde. leave.
left ; mean, meant from OF ligfan, lefde; manan,
mande.

800. dream, dreamt, dreamed (drijm, dremt, drijmd).
OF drieman, Anglian dréman * modulate * [dréam <melody,’
‘joy’]. The ME drmen, dremde, drem{ p)te got the meaning
‘dream’ from the Scandinavian driyma ‘dream. In FEarly
MnE the verb was levelled under the noun dream, the ME
pret. being however kept in spelling—drems—as well as
pronunciation by the side of the new pret. dreamed. The
spelling dreamt is, of course, a Ulending of drems and
dreamed,

601. lean, Ieaﬁt, leaned (lijn, lent, lijnd). OF hleonian
(Alinian), hieonode; ME lmin {finzen), [rnede.  The pret.
leant comes from another OF verb meaning ‘Lo lean,

" pamely
hlenan, hlende; MY [nen, lende, lonte,
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Vowel-change (ai . . 9). | )
802, buy, bought. OF bycgan, bokte. ME biggen, bien
(586), pret. bohie, bouhte.

Vowel-change {(uw . . ),

803. lose, lost. OF strong VII forifesan, fo,r‘ir?m,
Sforloren  destroy,” *lose,” weak HI losian ‘ go to waste, get
lost! ME lewen, forlisen “lose, Ips, forigs, loren, for{aren.
The dropping of the for- is due to the influence o.f laner‘zs
QF losian, whose transitive use, as in A7 loseds al Ais _falf_ he
lost all his people (army)’ is due to the infiuence of forfsen.
Hence the pret. partic. flosed, later Joss, came to. }lae used as
the pret. partic. of Jzsen, when the old pre't. partlc}ples Zm‘*en,
forloren had come (o be isolated from their verbs in mmmngi
50 that MnE *rn in love-lorn, etc., forlorn, are now us;(
only as adjectives. In Fary MnL /ese took {uu) l’r(?m t 2
adjective foose and verb Joosen | ME [ds, lisnen 'from Scandmz.t'wa.
fouss “free, ‘loose,” dpusna * yet loose ], beu?g :}t first written

/;Ja.re, then Jose, to distinguish it from the adjeclive foose.

With t instead of -ded.

604. gird, girt, girded. OF gyrdan, ¢ ryrde. S0 also
build, built, vbuilded ; gild, gilt, gilded; bend, bent,_
Ybended ; rend, rent; send, sent; tshend, tshent;
spend, spent, *wend, went from the OF wealt ‘,"y[dm:
gyldan, bendan, rendan, sgndan, sépudan Pput to shame,

yendan © turn.’
SPS’;‘;‘;"‘! :Jff:and, tblent, blended. O strong 1 I&Iaim’an
‘mix. Weak OF Uprdan has only the meaning “Dblind,

606. lend, lent. OF Afnan, lionde. MF. /nden, lenden

is a new-formation from the OF. pretevite-forms ; from lenden
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& Dew pret. lende, lente was formed on the analogy of senden,
senlke, etc,

With Consonant-loss.

607. make, made. OFE macian, macode. ME makien,
makede, imaked, Late ME makien, contracted made, {mad.

With Consonant-loss and Vowel-change.
Vowel-change (ou . . s).

608. clothe, clad, clothed. OF. cabian, clapsde [cfap
‘cloth"]. Scandinavian kapa, HEpd7, whence ME clghen,
cladde Northern eledde, as well as clip(D)en, clghede.

Vowel-change (= . . a),

600. catch; caught. ML cacchen, caughte from Old
French cackier [Low Latin capriire = Latin capidre, a
frequentative of capere “seize’]. cackicr is probably a North-
East French (Picard) form; the Parisian form being chaceer
(Modern French chasser), whence the Mnli chace, chase. ME
cacchen having the same meaning and the same termination
as lacchen, langhte from OE l@ccan, Selwhle “seize,” ‘catch’
[compare MnE. Jatch), naturally formed its preterite in the
same way.

810. distract; tdistraught, distracted. OFE sirgécan
“stretch,’ pret. sireahite, sirghte, appears in ME in the form of
streechen, straughte, streighte, the pret. partic. sfregght being
still kept in MnFE as an adjective—s#rareht literally “ stretched
out.” In Late ME the Latin drs/riacius was imported as an adj,
distract (French disirait), which was made into disfraught by
the influence of siraught. When distrac/ was made into a
verb in Early MnE, distraught was naturally regarded as its

participle.  Through further confusion straught itself was

56131 VERBS: IRREGULAR. 169

used in the sense of ¢ distracted,” and a new partic. tdesiraught
was formed on the analogy of desel.

Vowel-change (23 . . 9).

6l1. work; *wrought, worked (wadk, rot). OE
wyréan, Anglian wircan, the corresponding noun. bemf:
weore, Late West-Saxon wore, Anglian werc, which l.‘I'l. M
influenced the verb. 'The ME forms are: Southern wirchen,
wérchen with the usual change of wi- to wu-, Midland werken,
Northern werk. The OE pret. workle underwenE the usual
r-transposition in ME, becoming wrokie, Mrlfﬁ. .wrougﬁ‘t.
which in ordinary speech survives only as an adjective, as n
swronghl trom.

Vowel-change (i .. 9).

812. bring; brought (briy, brot). OF bringan, brokie.

813. think; thought. In OI there were two wea..k I’a.
verbs of allied form and meaning: Jgncan, ,bolzi'e ‘th_mk‘ 5
pynéan, puhle ‘seem, which was impersona'[, meé ,b_}?rgb .1t
seems t0 me’ having much the same meaning as pence.
In ME pgncan became regulatly penchen in Soth—'I hames
English, penkenin North-Thames English; and ‘/Jyncaln becan;le
Piinchen, pinchen in South-Thames English, j)z?'efem in North-
Thames Fnglish.  The pret. pukle was soon dlSHSE‘(.l, ,bo(u)}uz
taking its place: k¢ pohie “he thought,’ Aim pokic it .seeme
to him.” In Standard ME the two verbs were suu kept
apart in the infin. and present tenses, which had the Mfdland
forms penken, 1 penke ; pinken, mé pinkep, ctc.; but in };hs
compound brpinken ‘consider'=0F érﬁgnc‘an,‘the latter a.l
already begun to encroach. In Northern ‘bml.é c(?mp!etey
supplanted penk, as in MnE. Hence MnEﬂ think is histor-
ically=OE pynéan, and its pret. fhought=0K pokie, the pret,
of the lost bgucan.
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Vowc’l-cﬁangg (1) Lo0)

814. seek; sought; beseech; besought. OF siien

(s@can), sohte. ME South-Thames séchen, biséchen, North-
Thames séken, biséken. The MnE seek and deseech a,re there-
fore from different dialects of ME, Shakespere has the
Midland form not only in seek, but also in esec?.

615. reach; traught, reached. OF radan, rahie.

ME rzchen ra{u)ghte, N
, ig#te, Northern reghfe. So also teach
taught from OF weak /Fcen * show.’ ’

INvARIABLE VERss.
{aa).
\ 616.. cast. ME castzn from Scandinavian weak kasia
astapi, In Farly MnE there is also a regular pret. casted, ’

(ai}).
617. *dight ‘adorn’ as in sloried wendow richly dight

{Milton). OF 4 ‘ v .
dz'ctfire,) thian ‘arrange,’ ‘appoint’ from the Latin

(8).

618. cut. ME futien.

‘dGI?. s?xrut. OF septtan ‘lock,” “bolt’ [gescot *shot,

ZILEO, sééotan strong VII ‘shoot ™. ME schatten, schutten

. thrust. ME jr g ndinaviar
o 1E. priisien, prustn from Scandinavian
{e).

621. {et. OFE strong 1 idtan, fét, léten, ME léten, pret.
strong %, and weak lefte from */etfe. In MnE the short vowel
of this weak pret. was extended to the infin.,, etc. The
obsolete verb Jef “hinder,” still preserved in the phirase e/ or

[§ 614,

$
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hindrance, is the OF weak leftan, lplle, connected with e/
‘slow,” late adv. ‘late.

822, set. OFE setfan, selte, connected with the strong
verb V sitfan, pret. sei.

823, shed. OF strong 1 scadan, scéadan, sééd ¢ separate,’
a meaning still preserved in the noun walershed. ME
schgden formed a weak pret. schadde, schedde, and developed
the new meaning ¢separate into drops,’ ‘shed. In MnE
the short vowel of the pret. was extended to the pres., etc,
as in Zet,

624, shred. OF siréadian, siréadode. ME schriden,
schredde, the short vowel being afterwards extended Lo the
pres., etc.  So also spread (spred) from weak OFE spr@dan,

{09).

625. burst. OE strong 1II lersian, berst, bursion,
geborsten. The u of burst is the result of the influence of
the lip-consonant & on the eo of ME leorsien, as in durn
(592), the # being afterwards extended to the pret. partic.
bursten, which survived in Early MnkE.

626. hurt. ME kirten, hurten.

(i)-
a2%. hit. ME Aifen from Scandinavian hitte ¢ find)
g28. knit. OFE cmytlan ‘tie’ [enofla ‘knot "l The

invariable pret.-form is now preserved only 45 an adjective
in weli-fnif, etc.
knilted.

a20. quit. ME guiten pret. quilic from Old French
quiter from Latin goséfus. In MrE the shortened vawel of
the pret. was extended Lo the res! of the verb. The deriva-
tive reguite keeps its original length, having a pret. partic.

Otherwise the pret—form is regular—
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All these verbs are now regular.

830. ,r_id. ME redden, ridden, ridden rescue,” f separate
fighters is apparently a blending of OE Areddan “rescue’
and Scandinavian ryja pret. rudda ¢ clear away.’

631. slit. _OE strong VI siitan, siit, stiten. ME has
bot.h strong siiien, pret. partic. slilen, and a weak verl shiffen
which may have existed in OF. ’

832. split. ME splatien, of which Early MnE splelte is

Probablj‘r a Northern form. spled seems to have been made
o split by the influence of s/

J (@)
‘ 633, cclst. ML costen from Old French coser (Modern
French codler) from Latin causiare.

().

634, put. MFE pusten.

Vocaric VERrns.
Vewel-change (ai..au).

‘ 635. bind; bound. OF strong 111 bindan, band, bunden
The old‘er pret. partie, is still prescrved in bownden duty. So.
also grind, ground; wind, wound from OF, strone 111
grindan, windan, ;

838. find; found. OK strong II1 gindan, fund-—more
generally weak funde——funden. MU pret. Sond, founde.

Vowel-change (ai . . ®).

‘ 637. strik,e; struck. O strong VI strican, strac, stricen
move about,” ‘touch lightly, ME siriken, strgk (Northern

(s 630.
requif in Farly MnE. aegai? is invariable in Early MnE,

{
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strak), striken. FEarly MnE sfrike, pret. siroke, sirake, siruck,
pret. partic. séricken, sirucken, struck.

Vowel-change (2 . . B).

638. hang; hung, hanged. OL strong L Ao {from
eatlier *hahan), héng, hangen, the g being a weakening of
the % of the infin., where é = Germanic ez (502), so that
hin=Germanic *hankan. There was also a weak intransitive
hangian, hangode, hon itself being used transitively. In Farly
ME the consonantal variation in the strong verbh was soon
levelled : sometimes the infinitive form was extended to the
pret. partic. which was made into (a}kin; but afterwards the
ng-forms got the upper hand, being supported by the weak
verb Aangien, and a new strong infin. lawugen was formed,
pret. Aéng, pret. partic, hangen. In some dialects the pret.
was shortened to Aemg with short close (e), which being an
unfamiliar sound in ME was made into ¢ “This new pret.
hng, which is frequent in some Midland dialccts, was made
into an infin. in Northern by the analogy of the bind-class,
with pret. Aang, which afierwards made its way into the
Standard dialect in the form of Agug parallel to spug ‘ sang.’
A pret. partic. kung was further developed on the analogy of
sing, sang, sung, and Jung was then extended to the pret.
sing. in the same way as clung, clc, {685), the older infin,
hang Leing preserved in the Standard dialect. In MnE the
strong form g is both transitive and intransitive, hanged
being used only transitively, contrary to the Ol usage.

Vowel-change (i . . 8).

639. dig; dug, +digged. ME diggen, diggede, cquiva-
lent to O divian [dic *ditch "], of which it scems to be a
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modification by some analogical influence.
pret. dug developed itself towards the end of the Early MnE
period; it is not found in the Bible, S
840, clil.lg; clung. OFE strong I clingan, clang
:’lzmgm ,‘wuher.’ ME  clingen, cling, clungen ‘shriveT;
adhere,” ‘hang.’ So also slink, slunk ; spin +sp&1;
spun ; sting, stung ; swing, swung : win, won" wring,
wrung from OF strong I skncan, spinnan ’m'nfrmz’
Swengan, $ewinnon, wringan., ’ o
. 64;.. ﬂ;llng; ﬂ'!].t.lg. ME strong I1I #lingen from weak
scandinavian figngja [compare ME wing from Scandinavian
vengrl.  flingen was, of course, made strong on the analo
of sfing and the other strong verbs in ~Ing. e
642.. slving; slung. M strong I slingen from
Sc.andmavmn slingwa, which passed through slemgen into
slingen, and then became strong in the same waycas S
The pret. slang occurs in the Bible. ¢
643. stick; stuck, fsticked ‘pierce; ‘adhere! QE
stician. (sliveran), sticode ©pierce,” ‘adhere” MIE qt;'(}n v
s!e{cm, siak, sieken and stoken [like .¢o/ceﬂ=OT;I spe:qrm]
*pierce,” ‘imprison,” which may represent an OF strong
verb.  sfuck may owe its # to the influence of sfung. ;
644: string ; strung, stringed. This verh ?s a MnE
formation from the ME noun siring {rom Scandinnvim;
strengr, with the usual change of Scandinavian -tmg inio

-ing. e ke i i
g We keep the older consonantal inflexion in sfrimged
wmsirumenis., °

Vmwel-change (v . . = . . ®).
845. run; ran; run. OF strong [II AR, Teritan
- T g -
(eor mm),- Late West-Saxon yraan, pret. pru, arn, pret. partic.
urnen, with the same transposition of the 7 as in durn, the older

The vocalic

:
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forms being preserved in gerinnan ¢ coagulate,” literally ¢ run
together, gerann, gerunnen. The ME verb was influenced
by the two Scandinavian verbs, the strong rinma, rann,
runninn and the weak renna, rendt, the Standard ME forms
being indeed entirely Scandinavian: remmen, ran, frunnen.
The Early Southern forms of the infin. are iruen, eornen,
urnen probably=#rnen from Late West-Saxon yraan. The
infin. 7un appears in Northern by the gide of the Scandi-
navian 77, The # of the infin, seems to have been origin-
ally a Southern development out of #@ruen, perhaps by the
influence of dura.

Vowel-change (1. . @)

648. ait: swet. OFE strong V j-verb siflan, sal, selen.
ME sitten, sai, sefen and also silen with the vowel of the
infin. From the MFE partic. sifen is derived the obsolete
MnE pret. and pret. partic. s, which made the verb invari-
able. The obsolete Mnl pret. safe is due to the analogy of
came, spake, elc,, the short saz being kept up at the same time
by the short vowel of the infin. si2.

a47. spit; spat. There were in OF two weak verbs of
the same meaning spiifan, spilfe and spictan, spatie, both of
which were kept in ME, where the pret. spdiie became regu-
larly spatte. ‘The MnE spif, spat is, therefore, a mixture of
two distinct verbs.

Vowel-change (i . . ® . . ©).

848. begin; began; begun, OL strong beginnan. So
also drink, drank, drunk{en) ; shrink, shrank, shrunk ;
sing. sang, sung; sink, sank, sunk({en); spring, sprang,
sprung; atink, stank, stunk; swim, swam, sWuIn
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from OE strong 1l drincan, scrincan, singan, sincan,
springan, stincan, swiniman.

640. ring; rang; rung. OFE (&ringan, which is ap-
parently weak,

Vawel—c}mnge {i..®..in)

850. (for)bid; -bad; -bidden. OF strong V j-verb
biddan, bad, beden *pray, ask’; swong VII déodan, téad,
boden * offer, «command.’ The corresponding ME forms
are budden, bad, liden and—by the analogy of the infin.—
bidden ; biden, b7, birden.  DBut already in Early ME the two
verbs began to be confused. #rdden in the special sense of
“ask to one’s house,” “invite’ soon got confused with déden,
which developed the meaning ‘offer an invitation,’ the con-
fusion being aided by the weak verb bpd N )en=0F. bodian
‘ announce '—itseifl connected with 4éodan.  Hence even in
Early ME we find Zoder used in the sense of * invited.” Tt was
still more natural to soften down the command expressed by
beden by the substituiion of the milder didden. The pret.
bad soon supplanted 4@ by taking 1o itself the meaning
‘ commanded,” except in the emplalic fordiden, which in
Standard MI only rarely has the pret, Sorbad instead of
Fferbzd. The following are the Standard ME forms—

bedden, biden ; bad ; biten, biden.

Jorbiden ; forlid { forbady ; forladen.
In the transition to MnlL the zd-forms were gradually extended
till they entirely supplanted the others. The relation between
the two forms dad and bade is the same as that between saf
and safe (562). In Early MnE the pret. partic. was ofien
shortened to 474, which was used also as a pret., so that ithe
verb became invariable,

(
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Vowel-change (ij . . o).

851 bleed; bled. OL weak bldan (blidan), blédde.
[626d *blood’]. So also breed, bred ; feed, fed; lead,
led: meet, met; read, read (rijd, red); speed, sped
fron’1 the OF weak érédan, fédan, l@dan, méian, rdédan, spédan.

Vowel-change (ij . . @ . . ij-n).

852. eat: ate; eaten. OF strong V, with exceptional
(Germanic) lengthening in the pret. sing., efaz, 1, pret. plur.
dbon, pret. partic. efen. ME flem, &, af, flen, the pret.. al
being of course due to the influence of the other verbs of the
same class.

Vewel-change {ou . . @).

653. hold; held. OE strong L Aealdan, kaldan; hiold ;
gehealden, gehalden ME hglden ; héld, held, ﬁt'{a.’ ; 'z'izfl{fm. We
‘still preserve the fuller form of the pret. partic. in beholden.

Votoel-change (9 .. 8 .. 2-n).

654. fall; fell; fallen. OFE stwong 1 feallan, fallan;
Feoll; feallen, falln. MU fallen; el fel, fily fallen.

Vowel-change (ai . . ei . . ei-n}.

855. lie; lay: lain. OL strong V j-verbh Ziggan, [(Cg:’,
gelegen, imper. sing. /ige, ete. The ME development of this
verbs is analogous to that of the other ég-verbs (586?. In
Farly Southern the infin, Ziggen was preserved I.Jy the s.lde of
the imper. fie; but in the North-Thames d]alccls: it wa;
levelled under the g-forms, becoming 7, lien. ‘The Standard
ME forms are fiem, laz, pret. partic. leien, lein.
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Vowel-change (e . . oi . . u),

656. come; came; come. OFE strong IV, with anom-
alous weak vowel in the pres. and infin. and exceptional
extension of the vowel of the pret. plur. to the pret, sing. :
cunian s ewom, com; c(w)imon ; cumen. The pret. com was
preserved in Standard ME, but was partially supplanted by
the new formalion cam on the analogy of the strong verb IV

nemen ‘ take,” nam, némen.  cam underwent the usual length-
ening into came in MnFE.

Vowel-change (i . . ei . . i-n).
667. give; gave; given. OF gwefan (gefan); geay
(§<f); giefen (gefen).

Vowel-change (ai . . i).

658. light; lit, lighted. OF weak QZhfan, ikl ‘illu-
minate” and ‘make light, “alleviate [Zeokt adj. ‘light of
colour” and *light of weight']. There was a third OF weak
verb likian, alibtan ‘alight from a horse” The MnE verb
light in light on must be referred to this fast. The conson-
antal preterite-form Z# does not, of course, appear till Zpa/
had become (lait), that is, in the MiE period, when it arose
from imitation of &%, &2, etc. The verb alight still keeps
the older consonantal inflexion, which is alto used in the
other verbs.

Vowel-change (ai . .i .. i-n).

659. bite; bit; bitten. OR strong VI difan. The

shortened pret. partic. is still kept in the phrase 2he diter 2,

860. chide; chid; chidden. OF weak cidan, didde.
ME chiden, chidde. In Early MnE the verb was made strong
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—chide, chode, chidden—on the analogy of ride, rode, ridden.
The pret. partic, was then shortened to .c}ud, and extendec}t to
the pret. ‘'The verb is neasly obsolete in the pre:se'nt spoken
English. hide, hid, hidden is a strong verb of similar recent
formation, except that it does not seem to hav? develcjgzd
any pret. analogous to Early MnE chode: OF -Ajdan, kidde,

ME hiden, hidde.
Veowel-change (if . . i . . ij-n).
@6L beat; beat; beaten. OF strong I lfalan, bév!,

béalen. ‘
Vowel-change (ai . . o).

662. shine ; shone. OF strong VI scinan, s¢dn, séinen.
* H

Vowel-change (¢ . . 0 . . o-n}.

663. (for)get; forgot; forgotten, gf)t. In OE. the
strong V verb gielan, gytan (geian) ; gm_f' (gafl? ; ng/m, fg.y;m
(gelen) occurs only in the compounds begiefan * get, ngz; fIif
«understand,’ forgietan ‘ forget ' and a few others. In IE
begiten, begefen was shortened to gifen, gfl'ﬁtn t‘llrog,gh th.e }1111-
fluence of the Scandinavian gefe, gai; ‘gfretulz:z get,” or rather

candinavian word was substituted for it
theﬁgznilr[z‘d; trod; trodden. OE strong V Zredan,
trcd, freden. ME friden, trad, triden and—by the analogy
of broken, ete—Ifriiden, Iroden.

Vowel-change (i . . 0 . . 0-n).
865. seethe ; tsod, seethed ; sodden, tsod, seethed.
Q¥ strong VI séopan, séup, soden.

Vowel-change (uw . . 0},
g68. shoot; shot. OE strong VII scdelan, scéat, scolen.
N
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Standar.d ME sehéten, schpt, schoten, There is also an infin
::ﬁulm in ME, whose « probably=4 from OE #, as in ¢/oose
880), which afterwards became (uu) and was i i

g £t
o ) written op in
Vowel-change (at . . on).

667. climb; tclomb, e¢limbed. OF strong III clim-
man, clamm, clummen and also climban, clamb, cumben
although the latter is found only in late texts. ME clz'mmeﬂ’
clam, climmen and climden, clgmé {clamb), clsmben. ,

Vowel-change (ai . . ou . . i-n).

868. (a)bide; tbode, tbid, bided; thiden Tbid-
bided. OFE strong VI didan ¢ wait,’ abidan ‘endure,.’ MF,
(a)biden, bjd, biden, there being also a weak pret. abidde 1

_369. drive; drove, tdrave; driven. OF slror;g VI
cz’rzj:'arz. So also ride, rode, ridden; rise, rose, risen:
shr‘we, tshrove, shrived, shriven; smite , smote,
smitten; stride, strode, tstridden, strode,' write’
wr_ote, written from OE strong VI sidan, (Er:'.mr; L) an,
swizlan ‘ smear,’ siridan, writan. l ,

870. strive ; strove; striven. ME strong VI striven
strif; sirdven, which is the Old French esfriver [from Ol(i
Low-German s/ ¢ strife ’] made into a strong verb on the
analogy of drizen,

871. thrive; throve; thriven. ME Ariver from the
Scandinavian strong reflexive verb Prifask,

Vawel-change (ei . . on).
872. wake; woke, waked. OE strong Il wacan, wir
. ?
acen, generally compounded with on- @ omwacan, awacan
{omywacan and the weak &(zwcnian), wacian “heep awake'

Y.

§ 6;8.] VERBS: IRREGULAR (VOCALIC). 179

are intransitive. The corresponding transitive verb is
weecan, weahte, wehte, ME has (a)waken, wok, waken and
wakien, wakede; wakenen, wak(eynede, The (ou) instead of
(uw) in the MnE woke is probably due to the influence of the
numerous preterites of the shine-class—rose, etc.

873. stave; stove, staved. This verb was first formed
in MnE from the noun sfave *piece of a cask,’ itself a late
formation from sfaves, plur. of sfaff.  Its vocalic inflexion is
of course the result of analogy.

Vowel-change (i . . ou . . ou-n),

674 break; broke, tbrake; broken, tbroke. OF
strong 1V érecan, brac, drocen.

Vowel-change (ij . . on . . ou-n),

@75. freese; froze; frozen, tfrore OE strong VIIL
fréosan, fréas, frorei.

878. heave: hove, heaved; thoven, hove, heaved.
OF strong j-verb 11 Agbban, kif, hafen. ME hebben, Liven;
hif, haf; hpven, hgven, the last form being due to the in-
fluence of the infin., while Aaf; Agzen are due to the influence
of wpven, waf, wpven (879). There was also a weak ME
pret. kefde, hevede. The MnE kove probably points to a
ME pret. 7/ with the vowel of the pret. partic.

8797. speak; spoke, tspake; spoken, tspoke. OF
strong V sprecan, spraec, sprecen. In Late OE this verb
began to drop its r—especially in the Kentish dialect.
In MFE the r disappeared entirely, and the pret, partic,
ook o on the analogy of éroken, etc.: spcken, spak, spéken,
spghen, ‘

@78. steal; stole; stolen. OFE strong IV st/an, stzi,
sfolen,

N2
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678. weave; wove, weaved; woven, weaved. OF
strong V wefan, waf, wefen. ME wiven, waf, wpven, wven.

Vowel-change (uw . . ou . . ou-n).

680. choose; chose; chosen. OF strong VII ¢évsan
¢éas, coren. ME chisen, chgs, chosen, There was also a West-’
Midland infin. chdsen with the regular West-Midland change
of .OE éo0 into #. In Farly MrE (ifiuz) became {tJuuz)
which was written phonelically choose, although the olde;
spelling chuse survived till the end of the last century. cfes
also occurs in Early MnE, > ’

Vowel-change (ai . . o),

881. fight; fought. O strong 111 feoktan ( fehian);
Seaht ( fahl); fokten. ME fighten, faught, Jfoughten, In the
pret. Early MnE flucluates between e and ow.

Vowel-change (ea .. o . . o-n).

682. bear; bore, tbare; born(e). OF strong IV
beran, bar, boren. MnE makes a distinction between é;rn in
the sense of French #é and éerne=*carried’ which did not
exist in OF or ME,

683. gwear; swore, tsware; sworn. OF strong j-
vet"b H swgrian, swor, swaren, sworen, the o of the last fon:]n
being due to the influence of the preceding w. ME swerin
sayren s swor, swar; swiren, swdr s, of course, due to thr.:
anziogy of éren, bir.

684. tear; tore, ttare; torn. O sirong IV feran.

685. wear; wore, tware; worn. OF weak werian,
wyrede “wear clothes,” The vocalic forms were first develo eci
in Early MnE by the analogy of fear. ¥
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Vowel-chdnge (ei . . o). _

@8@. freight: *fraught, freighted. The Late ME
weak verb fraughten [imported from Dutch 7] was made into

freight in Early MnE by the influence of the synonymous
fret, and fraught itsell came to be regarded as the pret. of
this new verb freigh! by a vague association with wor#,
wrought, etc.  But fraught was still used as a pres. in Early
MnE : the good ship . . . and the fraughiing souls within her
(Shakespere).

Vowel-change (12 . . 0 . . 2-n).

6S7. shear: +tshore, tshare, sheared; shorn,
t+gheared. OF strong IV seieran (sceran); scear {scar);
scoren. ‘

Vowel-change (ij . o . . ij-n).

888, see; saw; seen. OF strong V sion; scak (sah);
sdwon {ségont); sewen (s¢gen). In Late Northumbrian the
adjective gesfne=West-Saxon gesiene ‘yisible’ was used as the
pret. partic. Early ME séon, sin; setk (Southern), se,
sauh pret. plur. sfwen, sélen; pret. partic. sezen, sein, In Late
ME the pret. sing. forms dropped the % by the influence of
the pret. plur. and pret. partic., giving s, sai and saw, the
Jast being the usual North-Thames form, especially in
Northumbrian, which also kept the Old-Northumbrian pret.
partic. in the form of sén. The Standard ME inflections
are sé(n); seigh, sat; (f)sein. In MnE the Northern pret.
sqwe and pret. partic. seen were introduced into the Standard
dialect.

Vowel-change ( . .. ).

680, stand; stood. OF strong Il with # inserted in
the pres. etc.: slandan, siod, slanden.
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Vowel-change (ei ... u . .. ei-n).

600. forsalte; forsook; forsaken. OF strong 11

Jorsacan ‘ renounce,’ ‘deny.”  So also shake, shook, shaken.

from OF strong I séacan.
691. take; took; taken, *ta’en. ME strong I /zken,
1ok, iaken from Scandinavian faka, 73k, Zekinn,  In Northern

this verb was contracted like ma#ke, and the pret. partic. fa'sn
passed into Standard MnE.

Vowel-change (ai ... uw ., .. ou-n}.

692. fly; flew; flown. OE strong VII fésgan { Hégan,
Sigan); fidag, fleah ( Jeky; fHugon; flogen. ME Jin, flen;
HAeigh, fley—with the same dropping of final 4 as in ser=OF
gesah—fiF; pret. plur, fowen, fFwen (influence of pret. partic.);
pret. partic. flpwen. The Early MnE pret. Sew (fliu) probably
arose in the same way as drew, etc. (5783).

Vowmel-change (ei...uw ... ei-n).

603. slay; slew; slain. OF strong II skean (from
sleakan); slig, slik; slagen, slagen, slggen. ME Southern
slpn, Midland s/pr, Northern s/ ; s/0k, Late ME slough, slow
=(sluu); pret. partic. slazven, slewen, slarn,  In MnF, the af of
the pret. partic. was extended to the infin,, and the oz of the
pret. underwent the usual analogical change into ew. ‘The

archaic forms slee == sia, pret. slue still lingered in Early

MnE.
Vewel-change {on ... uw . .. ou-n).

694. blow; blew; blown, blowed, OF strong I
bldwan *blow’ (of wind), dleow, bliwen and blswan © bloom,’

bleow, blowen. NI blmven, bléw, bipwen and blowen, bliw,
blowen,

e ——
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605. crow; crew, crowed; -rcrown, crowed. an
. 4 o
strong 1 crdwan, criow, crawen. Erow, _grew, gr " ;
know, knew, known from OE strong I growan, cnawan.
¥

Vowel-change (3 ... uw ... o)

@08, draw: drew; drawn. OE strong II dragan;
drég, drih; dragen,

Mixep VEREs.

897. There are several verbs which have a strong pret;‘
partic. in -ez with a regular consonantal pret. Somt? ]cla
these are old strong verbs which have be'come paru; v
consonantal ; but others are weak verbs which have ta :)n
the partic. ending -ez by the influence of old s?ron%' veihs
which they huppen to resemble. In the following list the

marked 1.
]at:;;.la:)irewent; gIone_. OE strong I_gdrz, gangan;'
géong, éode (weak); gegan, geganger. ME gg(ﬂ),fg-ange(:z;
yide, wenle; giln), gangen. In ME the l‘onger 0'}-1;1 g u:_
was gradually restricted to the Nox_'thern dmalec?. 1 1edc -
tailed Southern pret. partic. g7 is )stzll preserved in the adve
go= jgan ‘passed’ (of time).
* Z;Siji:’; gré,ved ;( graven, graved. OF strong II
S"‘;j;lg’ 5;::{;' ;ggg::d; hewn, hewed. OEF strong I héawan,

POE Qe
/M';Igli.k-(;ﬁde, load; +laded, loaded; _laden, tladed,
+loaden, loaded. OEF strong II Aladan, hiid, /zl@a’er.e, hladen,
The Mok change' of lade into load is through t}?e m,ﬂ‘uence:
of the noun Joad, ME /5de = OF Zad (fem.) ¢ leading, way,
connected with /@dan ‘lead,” which had also the meaning
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carry,” so that in ME Jpde came to mean ‘load,’ and was
at last confused with the verb Jider.

702. melt; melted; molton, melted. OF strong III
meltan.  molten is now used only as an adjective.

_703. mow ; mowed ; mown, mowed. OF strong I

mawan, méont, mdwen., .

_704}. rive; rived; riven, rived. ME strong VI siven
77/, riven from the Scandinavian rifa. ,

+ .

\ 705. 1saw; sawed; sawn, sawed. ME weak sare()en.
Mnk sazwn by the analogy of drawn.

I 7'06. bshz?pe; shaped ; shapen, shaped. OF strong
o ]];j}'%r th.stcqupagz, seyppan (sigppan) ; scip; scapen, séapen.

15 verb was influenced by the Scandinavia
s, ¥ candinavian verb

.707. s{mve ; ehaved ; shaven, shaved. OF strong I
séafan, siof, séafen.

”70§. Ishow; showed; shown, showed. OF weak
sreriwsz, Stiawode  * survey,” ‘look at’ ME schie(en
schoien, Northern schaw.  Farly MnE shew an(i \rimws
showen by the analogy of Anowen, etc. .

709. sow; sowed; sown, s
owed. OF st 7}
SEOT, Sawen. , , rong 1 st
71(_). istrew ; strewed; strewn, strewed. OF weak
srpwian, siveowian, ME strewen, strinven, strawen,  streton
by the analogy of Aewn.

711. swell ; swelled: swollen
swel 7 .
1 sevellan. ’ » swelled.  OL strong

IsorATED Forns.

712. Some obsolete verbs occur only in isolated forms
namely guoth, hight, iclept, wons. J
713. quoth. OFE strong V cwehan, cwap, cwddon,
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§ 710.]

gecweden ‘say”  In ME the strong consonant of the infin.
was kept throughout: cwepen, cwap, fewepen; so also
dicwepen *bequeath, which in MnE is consonantal—~ae-
queathed. In Late ME the simple ciwepen was gradually dis-
used except int the pret, sing. As cwap was often unstressed
in such combinations as cwwap -A¢, it developed a weak form
cwod, guod through the regular rounding of unstressed @ into
o afier a lip-consonant, as in O Oswold=reartier Oswald.
The explanation of the ¢ is that cwap A7 etc. were made into
(kwaee) which became (kwa¥-ee, kwob-ec); and when
(kwod) was detached and received strong stress—as it natu-
rally would—the final (3), being an unfamiliar sound in strong
syllables, was changed into (d). The form quoth is a blend-
ing of strong guatk and weak guod.

714. hight ‘is named, cailed,’ ‘was called] ME haighie
is a blending of the OE passive form Adtle (478) and héht,
the active pret. of the same verb Adian.

716, iclept=ME icipped, O gecleopod *called’ Lhe pret.
pattic. of the weak verb cleopian, clipian.

718. wont ‘accustomed ' == QE gewunod, pret. partic. of
the weak verb gewunian [gewana © custom,’ ¢ habit.”]

Anomarovs VERBS.

717. Most of the MnE verbs that we class 2s anomalous
are old preterite-present verbs.  Two of these preterite-
present verbs-—dare and owe = OF dearr, dg—have been
made regular in certain meanings. The original inflections of
these verbs have been much curtailed in MnE, most of them
having only the inflections of the finite present and preterite,
The only one which has an infin. is dare, which seems to
have taken it from the regularly inflected verb dare.  Two of
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the old preterite-present verbs—muss and ought~—occur now
only in the OE preterite forms, which have taken the place
of the OF present mo/ and dg, so that these verbs are incap-
able of marking the distinction between pres. and pret,

718. can, censt; could, couldst. OFE cann, canst,
plur. cunnon ; pret. cipe; infin, canman ¢ know” ME can,
canst, plur. cénmen, can; coupe, coude; infin, céunen. coude
probably owes its & to the influence of welde and scholde
(723, 724). In Early MnE coud(e) it was made into could on
the analogy of should and would= QF scolde, wolde.

719. dare, darest, (he) dare, tdares; durst; infin.
dare. OF dearr, dearsl, durron; dorste; ME dar, dir {as
in the prel. 6dr), darst; dorste, durste with the » of OF
durron; infin. durren, daren, of which the former represents
the probable OFE infin. durran, the latter being a new-forma-
tion from dgr. In MnE dare in the transitive sense of
‘ chalienge’ has become quite regular: fe dared him & do it
The intransitive pres. partic. daring is used only as an adjec-
tive. :

720, may, mayst; might, mightst. OFE ma¢, jz
meaht (mahl), miki, plar, magon ; pret. meahte {meahte) mikie
“be able” [Compare magen, meaht, miht * power,’ ‘ force.”]
The MI forms scem to have been influenced by another OE
preterite-present verb of similar meaning, namely dag, diak
“avail’ plur. dugon; pret. dohte] infin. dugan. The ME
forms arc: mar, mihd, and, very late, maysé, plur. mazwen,
UK, Mmowun ; pret, mahte, mikie, mohle.

721. ‘tmote (muut); must, OE mdl, mist, maton;
maste *may.”  MIL mot, most, moten ; mistfe. The pres. sur-
vived only as an archaism in Farly MoE: as fair as fair
mole be (Spenser),  Already in MY the pret, was used in the
sense of the pres, and in Farly MnE this usage became

)
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fixed. It began with the use of the pret. subj.—which was
practically indistinguishable from the pret. indic.—to e)fpress
mild command, so that pou masfe="you would be able,” ‘you
might’ was understood to mean ‘you will have to, ‘yc!u
must’ The vowel of maste passed through (uu) into (u} in
farly MnFE, the shortening having probably begun in the
weak form.

792. (owe); ought. OEF dg, 6k, piz aht, aki, plur. dgon ;
pret. dhle, akle; infin, dgan ¢possess” The adjective égcjn
‘own’ is an old pret. partic. of this verb. From dgen 13
formed the weak verb dgmian, ‘ appropriate, ¢ possess” In
Farly ME af/e developed regularly into a(a)kfe, but after-
wards 7 was introduced from the infin. etc, giving e te.
In ME jwen in the sense of ‘ possess’ soon took regular
weak inflection—7 Juwe, 1é jwep, etc.—still keeping the older
gukte as its pret. The meaning ‘possess’ Igraduall.y de-
veloped into that of “have a debt,” owe,’ whlc:h3 again, de-
veloped the abstract meaning ‘ought,” especially in the pret.,
which by degrees took the function of a pres. in the same
way as mtust (72L).

723. shall, shalt ; should, shouldst. OF séeal (scel),
siealt {séall), séidon; scolde, Northumbrian séalde by the
analogy of walde (724)=wolde. ME schal, schall, schielen,
schullen (by the analogy of willen); scholde, schulde {by the
influence of schulen). .

724. will, wilt ; would, wouldst; imper. will. This
verlh was in OF orizinally a strong subjunctive preterite, with
which pres. indic. forms were afterwards mixed: wile, zflz'![e,
wolt, willaf, wolde, walde (originally weak?); infin. willan.
In OF. this verb has, together with several other verbs in very
{requent use, special negative forms, the result of contraction
with a preceding me ‘not’: & nyle, pia nylt, hé nyle, we nyitap ;
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727. The verb & in OL is made up of three distinct roots;

nolde, etc.  One of these negative forms is still preserved in ‘ :
that seen in (@) #, are, (3} was, and (¢} be:—

the phrase willy nilly, Early MnE zill ke, nill he=QF wile
hé, nyle hz. The ME forms are : zenle, wile, worl?, wdit, willed,

i Subj.

willen, willen ; wolde, walde, wilde, whose (1) is the result of Pres. Sing. T ¢om 1(22:2) s bao sie, 577 Jbé_o
the influence of the pres, forms wdlk, etc, which were prob- 2 eart (earp) ) bist sie, 5Y 5 béo
ably at first weak forms, in which the @ rounded the follow- 3 is; bip siey 5y 6_80‘6_
ing vowel and gradually assimilated it to itself. Plor.  sind, sindon (earom); béoh e s oon

725. ywot; twist. OF wdf, wdsd, wilten ; wisle ; wilan Pret. Sing. 1 wes ZZZ
welende.  The adjeclive gerodss * certain’ is an old pret. partic. 2 wr&;—e wre
of 't}?is verb. ME wgs, wyist, wiler ; infin, wifon; pres. partic. Plur. 3 ivyf;r on weren
witinge. In Early MnE wof was sometimes made the base {iper. Sing.  wes; béo Infin. wesan; beon
of a regular verb: Ae wolleth, tools, pret. welfed, pres. partic. Plur. wesap ; béap Gerund # wesenne; g
wolirng.  The old pres. partic. still survives in the adverb beonne

unwiltingly, and the infin. in the adverb phrase # wif=
viz.

The ME adjective 7wis=0E gewsdss has in MnE been often
wrongly divided # wis, as if it were the pronoun 7 with a verb
equivalent to wof, a view which has been further supported in
recent times by the chance resemblance of the Modern German
equivalent of wwer, namely wesss, plur. wissern.

728. need. This verb agrees with the preterite-present
verbs in having no s-inflection. The logs of the s—which
seems to have begun in the transition from ME to MnE—is
apparently partly the result of similarity of meaning to that
of the preterite-present verbs; but the absence of the in-
flectional 5 is partly due to the verb seed *require’ being
formed directly from the noun wneed through the am-
biguity of such sentences as Farly Mol wha! need all this
wasle

We now come to the anomalous auxiliary verbs de, Aave,
do.

Partic. Pres. awesende

798. The ea in carf and the Anglian eam, earon is a
weakening of ¢ (388), preserved in the West-Saxlon eomt
and the occasional eor, corun. In Late Northumbtian this
¢a undergoes the usual further weakening into a: am, ard,
aroi. o
729. The Standard ME forms are: am, ari, s, be(n)-;
subj. 67, bi(n); pret. was, wir{e), was, u.frf(;z); pret.-sluli_]‘.,
wjrle), wgre(n); imper. b, 4&; mf:m. .be(n) ;  participles
#iinge, bé(my. The ME pret. partic. is, of course, an
analogical new-formation. The North—Thame.s plu'r. cir(n)
is sl rare in Standard ME, but is firmly established in Early
MnE, which inflects: am, arf, @, are; subj. de; pfet. was,
oasd, qoerd, plur, were ; subj. pret. ewere, wert, we::e; .mffn. bf';
partic. being, been. The use of &e in the pres. indic. s still
kept up in Early MnE: I be, thou beest, ifzg;f &{, etc.; the
{ortn e des is, however, very rare. There is in Mn‘.E. a
tendency to get rid of the distinctively subjunctive inflections

T
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of this verb not only by using fhou deest as if it were a
subjunctive-—if thou beest = if thou de—but also by substi-
tuting ' I was for if 7 were, ete.  was == were was frequent
in the last century not only as a subjunctive, but also in the
indic. yox zwas. In the present Spoken English the distinc-
tion between was and were is strictly maintained, the
substitution of was for were being a vulgarism. The subj.
pres. is, on the other hand, extinct in the spoken language,
except in a few phrases.

780. have. The OF in"ections resemble those of
libban (508) : hable, hafast, hafst, hafap, hafh, plur. habbap ;
subj. fabbe, habben; pret. hefde; imper. hafa, habbap;
infin. kabban ; partic. hazbbende, gehefd. In ME the old 36
was gradually supplanted by the # = OE £ of the other forms,

the v itself being ofien dropped by contraction. The

Standard ME forms are: Adve, weak Aav, hast, Aap, plur.
have(n), han, khan; pret. hadde; pret. partic, kad. In ME
the weak short-vowel forms gradually supplanted the long-
vowel ones; but we keep the long-vowel forms in the
derivative lehave, pret. behaved=ME behdven. The MnF
literary forms are: have, hast, hath, has plur. kave: subj.
pres. have; pret. indic. fad, hadst; pret. subj. kad; imper,
and infin, kave; partic. having, had, Early MnE stll kept
the shortened infin, Ae, a=ME han: she might a leen
{(Shakespere),

78l do. OE &5, dost (ddsl), dp (dEp), plur. dah;
pret. weak dyde; imper. d5, dip; infin. din; partic. dinde,
gedin.  The mutation in d2s4 dép is common to all the
dialects. In Standard ME the & of the other parts of the
verb supplanted the older #: 5, dist, dap, plur. don; dide;
imper. oo, dip; partic. doinge di{n). In MnE {un)=
ME ¢

-,
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PARTICLES.

782. All the OFE particles are either primary or
secondary. The secondary particles are formed from
other {declinable) parts of speech; thus Adm in AZ éode
kim ‘he went home’ is formed from the masc. noun Adm
‘home, ‘homestead.” Primary particles, such as ¢ ‘by/
swa ‘so’ are not formed from other parts of speech.
There is no sirict division between the three classes of
particles, most of the prepositions being used also as adverbs,
some adverbs being used also as conjunctions. Thus & is a
preposition in @r dage ‘before day(break),” an :|1dverb in Aé
e/t was papa swad ki ¢r wes ‘he was pope again as he was
Lefore,” and a conjunction in @r pat flod com ‘belore the
flood came.

783. Some of the particles are simple, some derivative,
such as #f~an ‘above,” some compound (group-compounds),
such as de-meepan “beneath, which is compounded with the
preposition be.  The above are primary adverbs. Secon_da_ry
yarticles also admit of the same divisions, such as kdn, sgplice
“ruly,” ealne-weg “always,’ literally “all (the) way.

Adverb-endings.

734, In OL, adverbs are regularly formed from adjectives
by adding -e, a preceding @ being generaliy changed to a:
diope “Qeeply,’ hearde ‘strongly,’ *severely, nearwe ‘narrowly,
jate *slowly, “with delay’ from déop, heard “hard,’ ‘strong,’
tsevere, wmear, det “slow.”  Adjectives with a mutated vowel
often have an unmutated vowel in the adverb, as in so/fe
cgently, “luxuriously,’ swife ‘ sweetly' corresponding to _the
adjectives séfte (sft), swéle (swese). The numerous adjec-
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