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SHORT HISTORICAL ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR. 

H I S T O R Y O F E N G L I S H . 

PERIODS. 

1. T h e name * English l a n g u a g e ' in its widest sense com­
prehends the l.mguage of the English people from their 

first settlement in Britain to the present time. For the sake 

of convenience we distinguish three main stages in the his­

tory of the language, namely O l d E n g l i s h (OE) , M i d d l e 
E n g l i s h (ME), and M o d e r n E n g l i s h (MnE) . O E may 

be defined as the period of full endings (mona, sunne, sunu, 

shnias), M E as the period of levelled endings (mone, sunne, 

sunt, s tones), MnE as the period of lost endings (moon, sun, 

son, stones — stounz). We further distinguish periods of t ran­

sition between these main stages, each of which latter is 

further divided into an e a r l y and a l a t e period. T h e dates 

of these periods are, roughly, as follows :— 

Early Old English (E. of Alfred) . . . 700-900 
Late Old English (E. of yElfric) . . . 900-1100 
Transition Old English (E. of Layamon) . . 1100-1200 
Early Middle English (E. of the Ancren Riwle) . 1200-1300 
Laic Middle English (E. of Chaucer)*. . . 1300-1400 
Transition Middle English (Caxton E.) , , 1400-1500 
Early Modem English (Tudor E . ; E.of Shakespere) 1500-1650 
Late Modern English 1650-

B 
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(A) E a s t - G e r m a n i c : 
(a) Gothic. 
(b) S c a n d i n a v i a n languages. West -Scandinavian group: 

Norwegian, Icelandic. East-Scandinavian g r o u p : Danish, 
Swedish. 

(B) W e s t - G e r m a n i c : 
{c) L o w G e r m a n languages. Old Saxon—Dutch, Flemish. 

A n g l o - F r i s i a n g r o u p : English, Frisian. 
(d) High German, or German. 

4. English is then a member of the Anglo-Frisian group 
of the Low German languages. 

O l d E n g l i s h . 

5. In the fifth century—or perhaps earlier—Britain was 
partially conquered by a variety of Germanic tribes from the 

I other side of the German Ocean, the chief of which were 
{a) S a x o n s , from the country between the Elbe and the 

jlRhine. 
(//) A n g l e s , from the district still called Angeln in the 

South of Schleswig. 
(c) J u t e s , from the North of Schleswig. 
8. The first settlement is said to have been that of the 

Jute.-, who took Kent and the Isle of Wight. 
7. T h e Saxons occupied the country south of the Thames ; 

except Cornwall, where the Britons still kept their nationality. 
"Some A' the Saxons settled in Sussex; some north of the 
Thames in Middlesex and E s s e x ; the remaining portion of 
the tribe being called ' W e s t - S a x o n s / whence their state is 
called ' Wessex.' 

8. The rest of England was occupied by the Angles. 
Suffolk and Norfolk were included under the name of 

6 2 

to which may be added P r e s e n t E n g l i s h , by which we 
unders tand the English of the present time as spoken, 
written, and understood by educated people, that is, roughly 
speaking, 19th-century English. 

COGNATE LANGUAGES. 

2. English belongs to the A r i a n family of languages, 
descended from a hypothetical Parent Arian language, the 
chief of which are given in the following table, different 
periods of their development being separated by dashes :— 

(A) Eas t -Ar ian , or Asiat ic: 
(a) Sanskrit, the sacred language of India—Pali—-Bengali 

and the other G a u r i a n languages of India. 
(b) I r a n i a n l anguages : Zend or Old Bactrian. Old 

Persian, which is the language of the Cuneiform inscriptions 
— M o d e r n Persian. 

(c) Armenian, which is really half-way between East- and 
West-Arian. 

(B) W e s t - A r i a n or E u r o p e a n : 
(d) Greek—Romaic or Modern Greek. 
(e) Lat in—the R o m a n c e l anguages : Italian, Provencal, 

French (Old French, Modern French), Spanish, Portuguese, 
Roumanian. 

( / ) Cel t ic languages. Gaulish. T h e G o i d e l i c g r o u p : 
Irish, Manx, Gaelic. T h e C y m r i c g r o u p : Welsh, Cornish, 
Breton (introduced from Britain). 

(g) S l a v o n i c languages. Old Bulgarian — Russian, 
Polish, Bohemian, Servian, Bulgarian. 

(h) B a l t i c languages. Lithuanian, Lettish. 
(/) G e r m a n i c languages. 
3 . T h e Germanic group, to which English belongs, con­

sists of the following languages 
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Latin and Modern German. I n its syntax it closely resembled 
Modern German. It also resembled Modern German in 
having an unlimited power of forming new words by deriva­
tion and composition, as when it made Scribes and Pharisees 
into * bookers and separat ion-saints ' (OE\bdceras and sundor-
halgan). 

L A T I N INFLUENCE. 

13. Nevertheless it adopted many Latin words, some of 
which it brought with it from the Continent, such as street^ 
' h i gh road/ ' street/ mil ' mi le / casere ' e m p e r o r ' from Latin 
(via) strata, mllia (passuum), Caesar; while others were 
learnt from the Romanized Britons, such as ceaster 1 city/ 
ladm ' l anguage ' from castra, (lingva) Latlna. These are 
all popular words. There is another layer of learned words 
which came in after the introduction of Christianity in 597. 
Such words are deofol ' devil/ mynster 1 monastery/ Jerj ^ 
'verse, ' from diabolus, monasterium, versus. 

CELTIC INFLUENCE. 

14. Very few Celtic words came into O E , because the 
Britons themselves were to a great extent Romanized, espe­
cially the inhabitants of the cities, who were mainly the 
descendants of the Roman legionary soldiers, dry ' druid/ 
1 sorcerer ' is an example of a Celtic word in O E . 

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE. 

15. ' rewards the end of the 8th century Scandinavian 
pirates—chiefly from Norway, but also from Denmark, all 
being indiscriminately called 1 D a n e s ' by the Anglo-Saxons-— 
began to harass the coasts of England. By the end of the 
next century they had conquered and settled East-Anglia (in 

1 Eas t -Angl ia / Another tribe of Anglians occupied what 
are now the Midland Counties, between the T h a m e s and the 
Humber . T h e s e were called Merc ians , and their country 
is called ' Mercia. ' T h e country north of the H u m b e r was 
occupied by a variety of Anglian tribes included under the 
name of N o r t h u m b r i a n s . Ancient Northumbria extended 
up to the Firth of Forth, and thus included the greater par t 
of what is now the Lowlands of Scotland. 

9. All these tribes spoke the same language with slight 
differences of dialect. These differences increased by degrees, 
so that already in the 8th century we can distinguish four 
main dialects: N o r t h u m b r i a n and Merc ian , which together 
constitute the A n g l i a n g roup ; and W e s t - S a x o n and 
K e n t i s h , which together constitute the S o u t h e r n group. 

10. All these tribes agreed in calling their common lan­
guage E n g l i s h , that is, 1 Anglish/ because the Angles were 
for a long time the dominant tribe. T h e supremacy after­
wards passed to the West-Saxons, and their capital, Winchester, 
became the capital of E n g l a n d ; and West-Saxon became the 
official and, to a great extent, the literary language all over 
England . T h e West-Saxons still continued to call their 
language English, the name ' Anglo-Saxon ' being used only 
as a collective name for the people, not the language. 

11. In this book O E words are always given—unless the 
contrary is stated—in their Early West-Saxon forms; that is, 
in the dialect of King Alfred. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF O L D ENGLISH. 

12. T h e characteristics of O E are those of the other Low 
German languages. I t was, as compared with M n E , a highly 
inflected language, being in this respect intermediate between 
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870), Mercia (in 874), and Northumbria (in 876); although 
in the next century they were forced to acknowledge the 
supremacy of the West-Saxon kings. In 1016 the whole of 
England was conquered by the Danes, and England was 
ruled by Danish kings till 1042, when the Anglo-Saxon royal 
line was restored in the person of Edward the Confessor. 

16. I t is not till the close of the O E period that Scandi­
navian words appear. Even Late Northumbrian (of about 
970) is entirely free from Scandinavian influence. 

FRENCH INFLUENCE. 

17. W rith the accession of Edward the Confessor in 1042 
Norman influence begins ; and in 1066 the battle of Hastings 
made the Norman duke William king of England, although 
the actual conquest was not completed till 1071. 

18. T h e Normans were Scandinavian by race, but their 
language was a dialect of Old French. 

19. T h e influence of Norman French on O E was of 
course even slighter than that of Scandinavian, so that it 
does not become a factor of importance till the M E period. 
Nevertheless several French words passed into literary O E 
even before the Conquest , such as castel 'castle, ' capun 
' fowl/ ~ 

M i d d l e E n g l i s h . 

2 0 . In its Middle period English went through much the 
same changes as the other Germanic languages, though at a 
quicker rate. Many of the sounds were changed, most of 
the old inflections were lost, their place being supplied by 
form-words—prepositions, auxiliary verbs, etc.—and many 
words became obsolete. 

DIALECTS OF M I D D L E ENGLISH. 

21. T h e Norman Conquest, by depriving the old West-
Saxon of its literary and political supremacy, gave free play 
to the development of the dialects. Although the M E dialects 
are continuations of the O E ones, it is convenient to call 
most of them by different names. T h e main divisions are 
N o r t h e r n , corresponding to the Old Northumbrian, M i d ­
land , corresponding to the Old Mercian, S o u t h e r n , corre­
sponding to the old West-Saxon, and K e n t i s h . W e include 
the first two under the term ' N o r t h - T h a m e s English, ' the 
last two under ' South-Thames Engl ish/ 

22. Of these dialects the Midland was the predominat ing 
one. Its commanding position in the heart of Eng land 
enabled it to exercise a direct influence on all the other 
dialects, while Southern and Northern were completely cut 
off from one another. Hence even the earliest Southern of 
about 1 2 0 0 shows considerable influence of the Midland—or 
Old Mercian dialect. 

2 3 . it is to be observed that the changes which dist inguish; 
one period of English from another went on much faster in} 
t h c ^ a i l h of England than in the South. In fact, the Old 
Northumbrian dialect of the 10th century had already entered 
on its transition period—characterized by a general confusion 
in the use of inflections, and was thus almost on a level with 
the I v l y Southern Middle English of about 1200. Again, 
the Northern dialect in its Early Middle period bad got rid 
of nearly all the inflections that are not preserved in M n E , 
being thus several centuries ahead of the Sou th -Thames 
dialects. T h e Midland dialects were more conservative than 
the Northern, though less so than the South-Thames dialects. 
It will be seen, then, that the criteria of full, levelled, and 
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dialects. T h e Midland dialect was intermediate between the 
two extremes, Northern and Southern, not only geographi­
cally but also linguistically; so that speakers of Midland 
could understand both Northern and Southern much better 
than Northerners and Southerners could understand one 
another. Hence the Midland element in the L o n d o n dialect 
made the latter peculiarly fitted to serve as a means of 
general communication. Hence also the Midland element 
in the London dialect became stronger and stronger in the 
course of the M E period, till at last even Nor thern forms 
passed into it through the medium of the Midland dialect, 
while Southern influence became weaker and weaker. 

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE. 

2 8 . Although the Norwegians and Danes spoke different 
dialects, the difference between these dialects was very slight. 
T h e Scandinavian words imported into English seem to be 
mostly Danish. Although the Scandinavian dialects were 
not intelligible to the Anglo-Saxons, yet the cognate languages 
English and Scandinavian were so similar in structure and 
had so many words in common, that the languages blended 
togedier with the same facility as the races that spoke them. 
English got the upper hand, but Scandinavian nevertheless 
left its mark on every English dialect, especially the Eas t l 
Midland and Northern dialects, where the population wa3 
half Scandinavian. Ill, fro in ' t o and fro/ bound in ' b o u n d 
for a p lace/ are examples of Scandinavian words in English 
(Icelandic j l l-r 1 bad,'frd ' from/ buinn ' r e a d y ' ) . 

FRENCH INFLUENCE. 

2 9 . T h e Norman French introduced into England was 
not a uniform dialect, but was itself split up into local 

lost endings by which we distinguish the periods of English 
(1) apply only to the South-Thames dialects. 

STRUGGLE BETWEEN FRENCH AND ENGLISH. 

2 4 . Fo r a long time the two languages, French and 
English, kept almost entirely apart . T h e English of 1200 
is almost as free from French words as the English of 1050; 
and it was not till after 1300 that French words began to be 
adopted wholesale into English. 

2 5 . Meanwhile English was steadily gaining the upper 
hand. In 1258 we find it officially employed in the Procla­
mation of Henry I I I . In the next century French gradually 
fell into disuse even among the aristocracy. In 1362 English 
was introduced in the courts of law instead of French. 
Abou t the same time English took the place of French as 
the vehicle of instruction in schools. 

R I S E OF THE LONDON DIALECT. 

26 . In the M E period the dialects had diverged so much 
that speakers of the extreme Northern and extreme Southern 
dialects were no longer able to understand one another, and 
the need of a common dialect became pressing. Such a 
common dialect can be formed only in a centre of intercourse 
where speakers from all parts of the country meet constantly. 
Such a centre was London, which now was not only the 
capital of England, but also a place of great and growing 
commercial importance. 

27 . T h e London dialect, as we find it in its earliest 
document, the Proclamation of H e n r y I I I , shows such a 
mixture of Midland and Southern forms as we might expect 
from its position on the border-line between these two 

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



independent language throughout the Middle Ages, Latin 
words were imported into Old French as well as the other 
Romance languages, being used first in books, then in 
ordinary speech. These learned words were kept as much 
as possible unchanged, being pronounced as they were 
written. It often happened that a Latin word which had 
assumed ; popular form in French, was re-imported direct 
from Latin, so that chronological doublets were formed, such 
as eaitif ' wretched' and captif, both from Latin capftvus, 
whence the English caitiff and captive. 

32. These learned French words were introduced into 
M E in great numbers . Hence when Latin words came to 
be imported directly into English, they were put into a French 
shape on the analogy of those Latin words which had really 
l>een brought in through French. T h u s when a word in 
•fia, such as nomindlio, was taken direct from Latin, it was 
made into -lion ( M n E nomination) on the analogy of the 
older importations, such as nation ( M E ndcioun). 

M o d e r n E n g l i s h . 

3 3 . In the Middle period literary English was still dis-
linctly an inflectional language. In the Modern period it 
l>ecarne mainly uninflectional, with only scanty remains of 
die older inflections. 

34. The Modern period is that of the complete ascen­
dent v of the London dialect, which henceforth is the only 
one used in writing throughout England. Henceforth the 
other dialects of England continued to exist only as illiterate 
forms of speech confined within narrow areas. 

35 . The spread of Modern London Engl ish—or ' Stan­
dard English/ as we may now call i t—was greatly aided by 

varieties or sub-dialects, which in the Norman spoken in 
Eng land—the 'Anglo-Norman ' o r ' A n g l o - F r e n c h ' language 
—were mixed together indiscriminately. T h e loss of Nor-

\ mandy in 1204 put an end to the influence of Continental 
N o r m a n ; and henceforth Anglo-French was influenced only 
by the literary French of Paris, this Parisian French having 
the same predominance among the French dialects as London 
English had among the English dialects. At the time when 
the influence of Anglo-French on English begins to be 
important—that is, in the late M E period-—it was, therefore, 
a mixture of Old French of different periods and different 
dialects, modified by changes of its own, and also by the 
influence of English itself, especially in its pronunciation. 

3 0 . French influence on English is most marked in the 
vocabulary. Soon after the Conquest English ceased for 
several centuries to be the language of the higher purposes 
of life, and sank almost to a mere peasant's dialect. So 
when Engl ish came again into general use, it had lost a 
great part of its higher vocabulary, for which it had to use 
French words, such as sir, duke; captain, army, battle; 
sermon, preach. Even when the English word was kept, the 
same idea was often expressed by a French word, whence 
numerous synonyms such as work and labour, weak and 
feeble. 

LATIN INFLUENCE. 

31. In Old French itself we must distinguish between 
p o p u l a r and l e a r n e d words. T h e popular words in Old 
French, such as sire ' l o r d / from Latin senior ' o l d e r / are 
simply Lat in words which have undergone those changes 
which take place in every language whose development is 
natural and unimpeded. But as Latin was kept up as an 
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Scotch-—which is really Modern Nor thumbr ian—at the end 
of the last century by Scott and Burns has introduced many 
Scotch words into literary English. 

PERIODS. 

4 0 . The main general difference between Ear ly and Late 
MnE is that the former is the period of experiment and com-\ 
parative licence both in the importation and in the formation 
of new words, idioms, and grammatical constructions. T h e 
Late MnE period is, on the other hand, one of selection and 
organization. T h e most marked differences in detail are the 
great sound-changes undergone by the spoken l a n g u a g e -
changes which have been completely disguised by the fixity 
of ihe orthography. 

the introduction of printing in 1476. T h e publication of 
Tindal ' s translation of the New Testament in 1525 paved 
the way for the Authorized Version of 1611 , which made 
Ear ly Modern London English what it has ever since been— 
the sacred or liturgical language of the whole English-speaking 
race. 

INFLUENCE OF OTHER LANGUAGES. 

36. I n the Ear ly Modern period, the Renascence—the 
revival of the study of the classical authors of Greece and 
Rome—led to the adoption of an immense number of Greek 
as well as Latin words, the Greek words being generally 
Latinized, just as the Latin words imported into Middle 
English were Frenchified. 

37. As the first prose writings were mostly either trans­
lations from Latin, or else the work of scholars to whom 
Latin was in some respects a more natural means of ex­
pression than English, it was inevitable that Early M n E 
prose was greatly influenced by Latin, not only in vocabu­
lary, but also in grammatical structure and idioms. In a 
few generations many Lat in—and some Greek—words and 
expressions which were at first purely learned and technical 
passed into the language of everyday life; while, on the 
other hand, many others became obsolete. 

38 . As the relations of England with other countries 
became more extended, many words were imported into 
English from almost every European language, especially 
Dutch, French, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, and from 
many other languages besides, such as Arabic, Persian, and 
Turkish, and the native languages of America. 

3 9 . Standard English has always been influenced by the 
different English dialects. T h e literary revival of Broad 
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128 ACCIDENCE. [§469. 

cardinals: OE twenligopa, Late ME twentipe. In Early 
MnE e was introduced by the analogy of the verb-inflection 
-eth, but these ordinals were still pronounced (twentib, birtib), 
etc., although the spelling has now altered the pronunciation 
into (twenti-ib), etc. 

400. In Early MnE the ordinal ending -Ih was extended 
to the high numerals, which before had no ordinal forms: 
hundredth^ which was pronounced (hundrej)), thousandth, 
millionth. 

470 . The O E ordinals were inflected as weak adjectives. 
471. In ordinal groups only the last member of the group 

takes the ordinal form, the others being left in the shorter 
cardinal form: twenty-fifth or five-and-tweniidh, hundred and 
second. This usage prevailed already in OE, as in on pam 
tivd-and-twcntigopan dirge, where twa is kept in the neuter, 
although d<rg is masculine, because it forms a sort of group 
compound with the ordinal. 

472. The ordinals are used as nouns in MnE in the 
combination of two ordinals to express fractional numbers, as 
in two thirds of an inch. 

VERBS. 

Old-English. 

INFLECTIONS. 

473 . There are two main conjugations of verbs in OE, 
otrong and weak, distinguished mainly by the formation of 
their preterites and preterite participles. If we compare these 
parts of the verb with its infinitive, we find that strong verbs, 
such as bindan ' to bind,' form their preterite by vowel-change 

o 
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—band ' h e bound '—and add -en in the preterite participle 
with or without vowel-change, ge- being often prefixed, in 
weak as well as strong verbs—gebunden 1 b o u n d w h i l e weak 
verbs, such as hieran ' hear/ form their preterite and preterite 
participle with the help of d or / : hterde, gehiered. 

474. The following are the chief verb-endings of the 
active voice, including the preterite participle passive. 
Where two endings are given, the second is that of the 
weak verbs. Observe that all three persons have the same 
ending in the plural, and that the imperative exists only in the 
second person. 

Indicative. Subjunctive. 
Present Singular i -e -e 

2 -St •e 
3 -J> -e 

Plural -aß -en 
Preterite Singular i -, -de -e, -de 

2 -e, -desi -e, -de 
3 -, -de -e, -de 

Plural -on, -don -en, -den 
Imperative Singular -, -, (-e, -a) Infinitive -an 

Plural -aß Gerund -enne 
Participle Present -ende 

Preterite -en, -ed 

475. Verbs whose root ends in a vowel generally con­
tract ; thus seon ' to see,' gän 1 to go,' conjugate ic seo, ic gä, 
we scop, we gap compared with ic binde, we bindaß. 

476. For the plural ending -aß, both indie, and imper., 
-e is substituted when the pronoun comes immediately after 
the verb : ge bindaß, but binde ge. So also gä ge ! compared 
with ge goß. These forms were originally subjunctives, 
binde gi being a shortening of binden ge. So also in gä we 
1 let us go.' This change was often extended by analogy to 
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the ending -on, as in mote we 1 may we / sohtege ' ye sought ' 
compared with we moton, ge sohton. 

4 7 7 . T h e passive voice, and many forms of the active voice 
as well, are expressed by the combination of auxiliary verbs 
with the pret. pa r t i c and, more rarely, the pres. partic. T h e 
chief auxiliary verbs are wesan ' be, ' 'weotpan ' b e c o m e / and 
habban ' have/ as in he woes gefunden, he wearp gefwiden ' he 
was found/ he is gecumen ' he has c o m e / he hoefp gefunden 
c he has found.' 

4 7 8 . But besides the pret. pa r t i c , there is a t race of the 
old Germanic passive in the form hätte from hätan, which is 
both pres . ' is named, called/ and pret. ' was called/ 

1 4 7 9 . T h e infinitive was originally an indeclinable abstract 
noun formed from the corresponding verb, so that bindan 
originally meant ' binding/ ' act of b ind ing/ T h e gerund is 
a similarly formed noun in the dative case governed by the 
preposition tö, which always precedes it, as in he is to 
cumenne ' h e is to c o m e ' = Latin venturus est. I t often 
takes the a of the infin.—to emiänne. _ 

4 8 0 . T h e pret. par t ic , as already stated, generally takes 
ge- before i t ; but not if the verb already has ge- or a similar 
inseparable prefix, as in forgiefen ' forgiven/ aimed ' r e ­
deemed/ In West-Saxon hieron generally takes ge- through­
out : gehieran, gehiered. 

4 8 1 . Both participles are declined like adjectives: we 
sindon gecumene, he hafp hine gefundenne ' he has found h im/ 
literally ' he possesses him found/ But in the later language 
the pret. partic. in combination with auxiliary habban became 
indeclinable through the original meaning having been 
forgot ten: he hafp hine gefunden. 
• 4 8 2 . I n the older language the second person sing, ends 
in -s: pit lufas ' t h o u lovest/ pu lufades. But already 

in Early West-Saxon the regular forms are lufast, lujti­
des/. 

4 8 3 . I n Late Northumbrian inflectional p became J : he 
bindes, we bindas. " 

4 8 4 . I n Late O E the subj. plur. ending -en was made 
into -on by the influence of the indie , as in gjfhp wdron 
' i f they we re / compared with Early West-Saxon gif hie 
w&ren. 

4 8 5 . I n Late O E the -st of the 2nd pers . sing. pret. 
indie, of weak verbs is extended to the sub j . : gyf pa 
lufodest1 if you l o v e d ' = E a r l y West-Saxon gif pic lufode. 

STRONG VERBS. 

4 8 6 . I n the strong verbs the plur. of the pret. indie, 
often has a vowel different from that of the sing.: id band, 
we bundon. T h e 2nd sing. pret. indie and the whole pret. | 
subj. always have the vowel of the pret. plur. indie . : pit 
bunde, gif id bunde, gif we bunden. T h e following are the 
Early West-Saxon inflections of the strong verb bindan :— 

Ind ie Subj. 
Pres. Sing. I binde binde 

2 bindest, bintst binde 
3 bindep, bint binde 

Plur. bindap binden 
Pret. Sing. 1 hantL bunde 

2 bunde bunde 
3 band bunde 

Plur. bundon bunden 
Imper. Sing. bind Infin. bindan. 

Plur. bindap Gerund tobindenne 
Partic. Pres. bindende 

Pret. ^fbundetu 

4 8 7 . Some strong verbs are inflected like weak verbs every-
K 2 
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4 8 9 . T h e vowel-changes in the strong verbs are gener­

ally due to gradation (150) , which is often accompanied by 

consonant-change, as in weorpan, geworden (146). But in 

some verbs the vowel of the pret. is the result of contraction 

of Germanic and Arian reduplication; thus heold (held' 

(infin. healdan) is a contraction of *hehold, *hehald. Traces 

of this reduplication are preserved in a few O E preterites, 

such as he-ht, later hit (infin. hdtan f c a l l / ' command ') = 

Germanic *hehait (Gothic haihait). 

4 9 0 . T h e following are the classes under which the 

strong verbs fall according to their vowel-changes, each 

class being named after a characteristic verb. A few exam­

ples only are given of each class. T h e special Anglian 

forms are given in ( ). T h e forms are given in the order 

infin., pret. sing., pret. plur., pret . partic. 

I. K e d u p l i c a t i v e or fall-class. 

4 9 1 . T h e pret. sing, and plur. has eo or e, the pre t 

partic. keeping the vowel of the infin.:— 

feat¡an (fallan) ' fall' feoll fcollón 
healdan (hdtdan) ' h o l d ' heold heoldon 
cnawan 1 know' cneow cneowon 
grdwan ' grow ' grcow greowon 
bcatan 1 bea t ' beat beoton 
hdtan 1 command' hefi)t he(h)ton 
leetafi 4 le t ' let let on 

feallen (fallen) 
heal den (hâlden) 
cnâwen 
grôwen 
beaten 
halen 
laten 

I I . Shake -c lass . 

4 9 2 . These verbs have in the infin. a, ea, or, in j-verbs 

the mutations ie, in the pret. sing, and plur. 0, in the pret. 

partic. a, œ :— 

faran ' g o ' for fôron faren 

where except in the preterite forms. T h u s swgrian 1 swear/ 

pret. swdr, is inflected like f§rian ( 5 0 4 ) : pres. indie, swgrige, 

swgrest, swgrep, swgriap; subj. pres. swgrige, swgrigen; 

imper. swgre, swgriap; pres. partic. swgrigende. Many 

strong verbs with double consonants, such as biddan ' p r a y / 

' a s k ' pret. bad, are inflected like sgttan ( 5 0 3 ) : pres. indie. 

bidde, bitst (bides t), bitt (bidep), biddap; subj. pres. bidde, 

bidden ; imper. bide, biddap ; pres. partic. biddende. 

All of these verbs, both strong and weak, had a j before 
their endings in Germanic (148)—*swarjan, *farjan, *bidjan, 
*satjan ; and hence all of them mutate their root-vowels. The 
strong verb wepan ' w e e p ' is also a ' j -verb/ as shown by its 
mutation, the Anglian form being woepan, and is declined like 
the weak verb Meran, which however has the same endings as 
a strong verb in the infinitive and present tenses, and so there 
is nothing to distinguish the inflections of wepan from those of 
the ordinary j-less strong verbs : pres. wepe, wepst (wepest), 
wepp {wepep), wepap ; imper. wep, etc. 

4 8 8 . T h e Germanic forms of the endings -si, -p were -is, 

-ip, which are still preserved in the oldest Engl i sh : bindis, 

bindip. In West-Saxon these endings mutated a preceding 

vowel and then dropped their own vowels, as in pic lycst, hit 

grewp from lice an i close/ ' lock/ grdwan 1 grow.' T h e re­

sulting consonant-combinations were modified in various 

ways (147) : tp, dp, ddp were made into //, /, as in Icett1 le ts / 

bitt * waits/ bill i asks / stent1 stands ' from kitan 1 l e t / bidan, 

biddan, standan ; and sp became st, as in ciest 1 chooses ' from 

ceosan. Similar changes took place in the 2nd pers. sing. : 

pic bitst' you ask / pic ciest. In Anglian the full endings 

-es (-est), -ep were restored, the unmutated vowels being at 

the same time res tored: letep, bidep, bidep, biddep, slgndep ; 

biddes, ceoses. 
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sède 
Höf 

scöcon 
höfon 

I I I . Bind-class . 

4 9 3 . In the infîn. i, ie, e, eo followed by two consonants 

one at least of which is nearly always a vowellike con­

sonant—/-, /, n, m ; in the prêt. sing, a, œ, ea ; in the prêt, 

plur. u ; in the prêt, partie, u, 0. 

bindan ' bind ' band, bgnd bundon 
gieldan (geldan) 6 pay ' geald (gala*) guidon 

healp (hdlp) hulpon 
barst burston 
wearp wurdon 
feaht (fœht) fuhton 

helpan ' help ' 
berstan (144) ' b u r s t ' 
weorpan ' become ' 

feohtan (fehtari) ' fight ' 

bunden 
golden 
holpen 
borsten 
worden 

fohten 

IV . Bear-class. 

4 9 4 . In the infin. e, ie, i followed by a single consonant 

which is generally vowellike; in brecan the vowellike conso­

nant precedes the vowel; in the pret. sing, a, a>, ea; in the 

pret. plur. a, ea, 0, a ; in the pret. partic. 0, u :— 

beran' c a n y ' bar baron boren 
brecan ' b reak ' brae br&con.. brocen 
scieran (sceran) ' cu t ' scear (scar) scearon (sciron) scoren 
niman' t ake ' nam, ?tgm nomon, namon numen 

V. Give-class. 

4 9 5 . In the infln. e, ie, and, in the j-verbs i, followed by 

a single, non-vowellike consonant, this class differing from 

the last only in the pret. p a r t i c , which keeps the vowel of the 

infin., the mutated i of the j-verbs returning to e 

sprecan' speak 5 sprac sprdcon sprecen 
giefan (gefan) ' give ' geaf(gaf) geafon (gefon) giefen (gejen) 
slttan'sh' sat see ton seten 
licgan ' lie ' lag lagan, Icegon legen 

VI. Shine -c lass . 

4 9 6 . In the infin. i) pret. sing. a\ pret. plur. and pret. 

partic. i\— 

drifan ' drive' draf drifon drifen 
scinan 1 shine ' scan scinon sCinen 
writ an ' write ' wrat writon writ en 

VII . Choose-class. 

4 9 7 . In the infin. eo, u\ pret. sing, ea; pret. plur. u; 

pret. partic. 0:— 

beodan ' command' bead budon boden 
ceosan ' choose' teas curon coren 

freosan 'freeze' freas fruron froren 
bugan ' b end ' beag, beak bugon bogen 

W E A K VERBS. 

4 9 8 . T h e weak verbs fall under two main groups, ac­

cording as the vowel of the infin. is mutated or not. T h e 

mutation-group comprises two classes, the near-class (hieran) 

and the wean-class (wpu'an), the unmutated verbs consti­

tuting the third or love-class (lufian). 

I. Hear -c lass . 

4 9 9 . T h e following are the Early West-Saxon forms :— 

Indie. Subj. 

Pres. Sing. i Mere Mere 
2 liierst Mere 

3 hïerp Mere 
Plur. hïerap Meren 

Pret. Sing. i Merde Merde Pret. Sing. 
2 Merdest Merde 

3 Merde Merde 

Plur. Merdon Merden 

scacan 1 shake ' 
hebban (148) ' r a i s e ' 

scacen 
hafen, hafen 
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I I . Wean -c lass . 

5 0 4 . All of these verbs have infin. -ian and a short root-
syllable with a mutated vowel. They form their pret. in -cde, 
and their pret. par t ic in -ed, which is never contracted. T h e 
following are the Early West-Saxon forms of wpnan ' accus ­
tom ' : — 

Imper. Sing. hier Infin. Meran 
Plur. hierap Gerund to hierenne 

Partic. Pres. hierende 
Pret. kiered 

5 0 0 . This class adds -de in the pret. and -ed in the pret. 
pa r t i c , where the e is liable to be dropped when an inflec­
tional vowel is added, as in the nom. plur. gehierde. Verbs 
ending in /, dy c drop the e in the uninflected form also, 
as in asgnd ' s e n t ' (infin. asgndan), where d is a shortening of 
dd. After the breath-consonants /, c the inflectional d is 
unvoiced, and c becomes h : metan ' find/ ' m e e t ' gemeit, 
talcan ' show ' getdht. But the full forms dspided, gemeted 
also occur, especially in Anglian. Similar changes take 
place in the pret. -tde, -p{p)de become -tie, -pte, as in gemette 
1 found/ dypte 1 dipped ' (infin. dyppan). T h e inflectional d 
is also unvoiced after ss and the other breath-consonants, as 
in missan ' miss ' mzsie, compared with rcesde ' rushed ' from 
rcesan, where the s=(z). I n dypte the p is, of course, a 
shortening, of pp. T h e r e are similar shortenings in spidan, 
spide,fyllan,fylde, e t c 

5 0 1 . I b. Seek-class. In this subdivision of the hear-
class the vowel of the infin. is unmutated in the pret. and 
pret. pa r t i c , the inflections being the same as in the other 
verbs of the hear-class :— 

sellan 1 give ' sealde (salde) geseald (gesdld) 
secan (solcan) ' seek ' sdhte, sohte gesoht, gesoht 

5 0 2 . Those with n followed by c or g-—pgncan 1 think/ 
bringan ' b r i n g ' — d r o p the nasal and lengthen the preceding 
vowel and modify it in other ways : ppuan, po/ile, gepoht 
= Germanic *pan/y'an, *panhta, an before h having been 
regularly changed to nasal a, which in O E as regularly 

became 0. L o n g vowels were shortened in O E before hi, so 
that pohte, etc. became pohte. Seek-verbs in -$ct carry the 
mutated vowel / into the pret. and pret. partic. in Late West -
Saxon : strgccan, ' stretch/ streahte, streaht (stroehte, stroehi) 
later $tr§hte, strght. 

5 0 3 . It will be observed that all verbs of the hear-class 
have long syllables in the infin.—either a long vowel, as in 
hieran, or a vowel followed by two consonants, as in s§ndan, 

fyllan. In the latter verb the // is Germanic [cp. the adjec­
tive full\ and is therefore kept through all the inflections of 
the verb, except where / is written for // before a consonant 
in contracted forms : pres. indie fylle, fyllest (Jylsl), fyllep 
(fy/p), fyllap ; imper. sing, fyll, etc. But most of the 
verbs of this class with double consonants in the infin., such 
as s§ttan ' se t / are inflected like strong j-verbs such as biddan 
(487) , the double consonant being also shortened in the 
pret. and pret. par t ic . : pres. ind ie sgtte, sglst (sgtes), s§tt(s§tep\ 
sgitap ; subj. s§tte(n); imper. sgte, s§ttap; pres. part, sgttende ; 
pret. sgtte~*s§tede, pret. pa r t i c gesgted, gesgtt. Some of these 
verbs belong to the seek-division, such as sgegan ' s a y ' : 
pres. i nd i e sgege, sfgst (sfges), segp (sggep), secgap; imper. 
sfge, Sfcgap; pres. partic. s§cgende; pret. scrgde, pret. partic. 
gescrgd. So also saltan has pres. indie, sg/te, sglp (sfiep), s§llap, 
imper. sgle, sgllap, &c. 
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So also fgrian ' carry ' [faran ' g o ' ] styrian ' stir/ 

I I I . Love-class . 

5 0 5 . In Germanic these verbs had infinitives -an, -on, of 

which -ian is a later development and therefore does not 

cause mutation like the -ian of the wean-class, which is of 

Germanic origin. T h e following are the Early West -Saxon 

forms :— 
Indie. Subj. 

Pres. Sing. 1 lufige lufige 
2 lufast lufige 

3 lufap lufige 
Plur. lufiap hifige n 

Prêt. Sing. 1 hefode lufode 
2 lufodest lufode 
3 lufode lufode 

Plur. lufodon lufoden 
Imper. Sing. lufa Infin. lufian 

Plur. lufiap Gerund tö lufigenne 
Partic. Pres. lufigende 

Pret. gelufod. 

So also ascian c ask,' macian ' make, ' and many others. 

Indie. Subj. 
Pres. Sing. I wat wite 

2 wast wite 
3 wat wite 

Plur. witon witen 

Pret. Sing. 1 wiste wiste 
2 wistest wiste 

3 wiste wiste 

Plur. wist on wist en 

Irregular Weak Verbs. 

5 0 6 . Some weak verbs, such as libban ' l i v e / show a 

mixture of the inflections of the hear- and the love-class: 

pres. indie, libbe, leofast, leofap, libbap; subj. libbe(n); imper. 

leofa, libbap; pres. partic. libbende; pret. lifde, pret. partic. 

gelifd. 

PRETERITE-PRESENT VERBS. 

5 0 7 . These verbs have for their presents old strong pre- J 

ter i tes ; thus the preterite-present verb mat ' I k n o w ' was 1 

originally a s t rong preterite of the shine-class. T h e present 

of these verbs differs however from the strong preterites in the 

2nd sing, ind ie , which ends in / or si, a / before the inflectional 

/ also becoming s: ic sceal11 shall,'pu scealt; ic cann ' I know, ' 

pu canst; ic wat ' I k n o w / pit wast. 

5 0 8 . F r o m these presents new weak preterites are formed / 

with various irregular changes : sceolde, ciipe, wiste. 

5 0 9 . Many of these verbs are defective, the infin., imper., 

and participles being often wanting. T h e subj. is often 

substituted for the imper. sing. T h e following are the inflec­

tions of witan ' k n o w ' : — 

Indie. Subj. 
Pres. Sing. 1 wenige wenige 

2 wenest wgnige 
3 wenep wçnige 

Plur. weniap wenigen 
Prêt. Sing. 1 wenede wenede 

2 wenedest wenede 
3 w§nede w§nede 

Plur. wgnedon weneden 
Imper. Sing. wene Infin. wçnian 

Plur. wçniap Gerund tö wenigenne 
Partie. Pres. wenigende 

Prêt, gewçned 
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140 ACCIDENCE. [§ 510. 

Indie. Subj. 
Imper. Sing, wife In In . iiitan 

Plur. witap Gerund to witenne 
Partic. Pres. witende 

Pret. witen. 

M i d d l e - E n g l i s h . 

EARLY MIDDLE ENGLISH. 

510. T h e M E levelling of weak vowels under e had a 

comparatively slight effect on the verb inflections, especially 

in Early Southern, where the O E verb-inflections were pre­

served very faithfully. But the inevitable chr nge of -a, -ast, 

-ap, -ode into -e, -est, -ep, -ede, as in luve, Invest, luvep, luvede 

= O E lufa, lufast, lufap, lufode, necessarily led to a complete 

levelling of the old wean- and love-classes of weak verbs, the 

M E love-class including all the O E ian-verbs whether accom­

panied by mutation or not. 

511. T h e Southern tendency to drop final n first affected 

the infin. and pret. part ic. : Early Southern linden, binde ; 
ibunden, ibunde. 

512. T h e tendency to shorten double consonants in weak 
syllables made the O E gerund to bindenne into M E to 
bindene. 

513. T h e tendency to drop final weak e after another 

weak syllable (174) led to the shortening of to bindene into 

to binden, which made it liable to be confused with the infin. 

So also luvie = OE lufige, lufian was often shortened to luvi. 

In the South-Thames dialects this -/ afterwards came to be 
regarded as the special mark of the infin., being sometimes 
extended to strong verbs as well as weak verbs with O E infin. 
-an. 

§ 519.] VERBS: EARLY MIDDLE ENGLISH. 141 

514. In Early Southern the pres. partic. ending is 4nde, 

as in bindinde, herinde, which probably owes its i to the influ­

ence of the verbal nouns in -inge, -ing~ O E -zhg, -ung, such 

as lerninge—OR leomung. 

615. Early Southern keeps the prefix i-z=.OEge-: ibunden, 

ihered~OE gebunden, gehered. 

516. T h e most important change in the strong verbs is 

that many of them became weak. Already in O E such verbs 

as sldpan 1 s leep/ ondrddan 6 fear/ had the weak preterites 

sldpte, ondrcedde by the side of the strong step, ondred; in 

Late West-Saxon hgbban 1 r a i se ' has the weak pret. h§fde 

by the side of strong hop, and so on. I n M E this is carried 

much further. T h u s even in the earliest M E we find the 

O E strong preterites let ' let/ weop 1 w e p t ' represented not 

only by let, weop, but also by the weak lette, wepte, although 

such forms as wep still survive in Standard Late ME. Many 

other weak and strong forms existed side by side for a 

long time ; and although in M n E the weak forms have nearly 

always prevailed, this was not always the case in ME, where, 

for instance, such a weak pret. as hefde 1 ra ised ' was in the 

Late M E period discarded in favour of the new-formed strong 

pret. haf, the old hof being also preserved. 

517. T h e inflections of the strong verbs that remained 

were modified by various levelling influences. T h e muta­

tion in the contracted forms of the O E presents was got rid 

of by bringing in the unmutated vowel of the infin., etc., as in 

berp 1 carries/ tret1 t reads/ stmt 1 s tands/ infin. beren, treden, 

stgnden^Ezxly West-Saxon bierp (birep), tritt, st§nt. 

518. T h e gradation of consonants in the O E ceosan, 

gecoren, etc. was got rid of by carrying the s through : cheosen, 

chesen, chp, ichosen. 

519. In this last verb we can also observe the extension 
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ACCIDENCE. [§ 520. 

of ch = O E c to the original c of the pret. pa r t i c , so as to 
make initial ch uniform throughout the whole verb. W e can 
observe the opposite levelling of ch under c in such verb-forms 
as kerven, karf=OE ceorfan, cearf which have taken their 
back-consonant from the O E pret. plur. curfon and pret. 
partic. corfen. 

5 2 0 . But in some verbs the old consonant-gradations 
were preserved, as inforlesen 'lose,'forlgs,forioren. 

521. Some of the M E changes had the contrary effect of 
creating new distinctions. Thus O E a, & was regularly 
shortened before consonant-groups, and the resulting <B was 
afterwards broadened to a (177), as in the O E pret. tcehle 
' s l iowed, ' which in M E passed through tczhle into tahte, 
whence M n E taught. In many preterites and pret. parti­
ciples these changes gave rise only to divergence of quantity, 
as in me/en, mette, imel= OE gemelan, etc., and in Northern 
ledde = Southern ladde from %den < l e ad ' = O E IMan, 
Icedde. 

522 . T h e following are the inflections of the strong verb 
linden, and of the weak verbs her en 1 h e a r ' and luvien, as 
representatives of the two classes of weak verbs in Early 
Southern 

Pres. Indie. Sing. I linde here luvte 
2 bindest, bintst hër(e)st luvest 
3 binde]), bint hër(e)p luvep 

Plur. blndep hërep luviep 
Pres. Subj. Sing. binde here luvie 

Plur. binden heren luvten 
Pret. Indie. Sing. I bgnd herde luvede 

2 blinde herdest luvedest 
3 bgnd herde luvede 

Plur. blinden herden luveden 

§ 526.] VERBS: EARLY MIDDLE ENGLISH. 143 

Pret. Subj. Sing. I bünde herde luvede 
2 bünde herdest luvedest 
3 bünde herde luvede 

Plur. bünden herden luveden 
Imper. Sing. bind here luvie 

Plur. blndep hërep luviep 
Infin. binden hëren luvten 
Gerund blndene hërene luviene 

Partic. Pres. blndinde hërinde luviinde 
Pret. ibünden ihër{e)d iluved. 

5 2 3 . In the forms binde ge, bunde ge, -e is substituted for 
-ej> (476). 

5 2 4 . It will be observed that the distinction between the 
two classes of weak verbs is very slight, the i of the love-class 
being often dropped— i luve, we luvep, &c.—while the imper. 
sing, here has taken the e of luvie, luve. 

Midland. 

5 2 5 . In Early Midland many levellings which are only 
just beginning in Early Southern are fully carried out. 
T h e love-class lost their i entirely, and as the hear-class 
generally had the full Anglian endings -est, -ep, there is only 
one set of inflections for the two classes: heren, lufen= 
Southern heren, luvien. O n the other hand, the contracted 
forms of the hear-class are extended to the love-class, as in 
birp 'befi ts/ ' b e c o m e s ' pret. birde—QiE gelyrep, gebyrede, 
infin. gcbyrian (wean-class). 

526. T h e characteristic feature of the Midland verb is its 
extension of the plur. ending -en of the subj. pres. and of the 
pret. indie, and subj.—gif pei lufen, pei comen 1 c ame / gifpei 
comen, pei brohten—to the present indie, plur.: we lufen, pei 
cumen—Southern we luviep, heo cumep. But the older ~(e)p 
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144 ACCIDENCE. [§ 537. 

is kept in the imper. p lur . : cumep!, bep! ' b e y e ' = S o u t h e r n 
cumep, beop. 

6 2 7 . In Early Midland the gerund was completely levelled 
under the infin. : to binden, to heren. 

5 2 8 . In Midland the pres. partic. keeps the old ending : 
bindende, herende, lufende. T h e n of the infin. and strong 
pret. partic. is never dropped as in Southern. T h e pret. 
partic. loses its prefix ge-. 

5 2 9 . T h e distinction between single and double conso­
nant forms in the old j-verbs, such as h§bban, hgfep, hop, 
ha/en and libban, leofap, lifde, which was still kept up in Early 
Southern—hebben, hevep) libben, levep, livep—began to break 
down in Early Midland through the extension of the single 
consonant forms ; thus in Ear ly Midland we find pres. plur. 
indie, lifen—Early Southern libbep, although the older infin. 
libben is still kept in Early Mid land ; but he/en is used not 
only as a pres. plur., but also as an infin. 

Northern. 

5 3 0 . In the Northern dialect inflectional p had been 
changed to s, and final n had begun to drop off already in the 
O E period: Old Northumbrian bindes, bindas< binda=Mercian 
bindep, bindap, bindan. In the Early Middle period weak 
final e was dropped, so that the infin. binde—Old Northum­
brian binda became monosyllabic bind, under which the 
gerund to bind was levelled. T h e subj. binde—Old North, 
sing, and plur. binde was reduced to the same monosyllable. 
Hence also the pret. plur. herden was reduced to the same 
form as the sing.—herd. T h e effect of these changes on a 
strong pret. such as that of bind was to leave only two forms 
—band 1st and 3rd pers. sing, ind ie , and bund 2nd pers. 
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sing, and plur. and subj. generally—and the vowel-change 
was soon got rid of by extension of the vowel of the 1st and 
3rd person sing, indie . : 1 band, pu band, we band. 

531. I n La te Old Northumbrian the old ending of the 
2nd person pres. -es, -as, etc. was preserved by the influence 
of the new 3rd person -es, -as = -ep, -ap. Hence in Early 
Nor thern -es became the common ending of the 2nd and 3rd 
persons ind ie pres. sing. In the pres. ind ie plur - a r = o l d e r 
-as, -ias was dropped when the verb was immediately pre­
ceded or followed by its pronoun : we pat bindes, men bindes; 
we bind, pai bind. T h e ' absolute ' form was afterwards ex­
tended to the 1 st pers. sing, as well ; ipat bindes. 

532 . T h e n of the strong pret. partic. was not lost in Old 
Northumbrian because of the inflected forms gebundene, etc., 
by whose influence the n was restored in the uninflected 
form ; hence it was always kept in the M E Northern dialect 
as well. 

533 . T h e Northern form of the pres. partic. is -and: 
bindand, herand= Midland and O E bindende, herende, Southern 
bindinde, herinde. This a is the result of Scandinavian influ­
ence : Icel. bindandi, heyrandi. 

5 3 4 . T h e following are then the most distinctive verb-
inflections of the three dialects in their Early Middle 
pe r iods :— 

Southern. Midland. Northern. 
Indic. Pres. Sing. 1 binde bifide bind 

2 bindest, bintst bindest bindes 
3 bindep, bint bindep bindes 

Plur. bindep binden bind{es) 
Imper. Sing, bind bind bind 

Plur. bindep bindep bind(es) 
Pres. Partic. bi?idinde bindende bindand 

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



146 ACCIDENCE, [§ 535. 

L A T E M I D D L E ENGLISH. 

5 3 5 . T h e most important change in Standard M E and 
in Late South-Thames English generally is the further assimi­
lation of the pres. partic. to the verbal nouns in -inge by 
which the earlier bindinde became bindinge, a change of which 
we see traces already in Early Southern, as in heo riden sing-
inge 1 they rode singing ' — O E hieridon singende. But .as the 
verbal nouns also occur without final -e, the distinction be­
tween lerninge partic. and lerning noun was not entirely lost. 

536 . Early M E d was changed to / in the weak pret. and 
pret. partic. of verbs in rd, Id, nd: girle, girt, infin. girden; 
bilte, bilt infin. bilden; zvente, went infin. wenden = Early 
Southern giirde, giird; bulde, bald; ivende, wend. Th i s 
change served to distinguish such forms ashesende pres. subj. 
and he senie pret., which in Early M E were both expressed by 
the first form. But it is also carried out in some words with 
/, //, n, nn : felen 1 feel 9 felte; dwellen, dwelte ; mpien, mente ; 
brennen * bu rn / brente; and after s=(z) and v, where it un­
voices these consonants : losien=OE losian, losle; lgven~G& 
la]fan, lefte, lafte. 

537. In Standard M E we see the same levelling and 
simplifying tendencies at work as in Early Midland and 
Northern. T h e old vowel-change in such preterites as bgnd 
is still kept up, but the short form bond is often extended 
throughout the pre t . : pu bgnd, we bgnd as well as pit bonnde, 
we bounde(ti). 

5 3 8 . In some verbs of the bear- and give-class the e of 
the plural is sometimes extended to the sing, as in ber, set by 
the side of bar, sat= O E beer, scet plur. bceron, scelon, Anglian 
beron, seton. 

5 3 9 . Influence of the strong plur. pret. on the sing, is 
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also seen in such sing, preterites as slow, saw=z Early Southern 
slbh plur. slowen, Late O E sloh, slogon, O E seah, sdwon. 

5 4 0 . I n Late M E the pret. partic. begins to influence the 
pret. plur . As a general rule the old pret. plurals were 
preserved in Late M E only when they had the same vowel 
as the pret. pa r t i c , as in pet bounden, pei dronken, pei zvonnen 
(class 3), riden, writen (class 6) ; otherwise the plur. pret. took 
the vowel of the pret. pa r t i c : pei holpen,foghten, chgsen. 

541 . T h e sing, of the imper. began to be extended to the 
p l u r . : bind 1 bind ye ' by the side of bindep. 

5 4 2 . In the love-class of weak verbs the i was dropped 
entirely, and the pret. ending -ede was often shortened to -ed 
in accordance with the general principle of dropping weak e 
after a weak syllable : he lovep, he loved. 

5 4 3 . Some of the above changes may be the result of 
Midland influence, of which we have an undoubted example 
in the substitution of -en (-e) for -ep in the plur. ind ie pres. 
-ep was, of course, kept in the plur. imper., although here also 
the Midland ending seems to occur in its shortened form -<?: 

binde. 
5 4 4 . T h e following are the Standard M E inflections of 

the three verbs whose Early M E inflections have been given 
a l r eady :— 

Pres. Indie. Sing. 1 binde here löve 
2 bindest het\e)st lövest 
3 binde)), bint her{e)P lövep 

Plur . binde{n) herein) löveifi) 

Pres . Subj, Sing. binde here löve 
Plur . binde (n) herein) löve(ri) 

Pret. Indie. Sing. 1 bpnd herde löved[e) 
2 bonnde, bpnd h erdest lÖvedest 
3 bgnd herde löved ie) 

Plur. bounde{ti), bgnd herde{n) lövede^n), löved 

L 2 
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Pret . Subj. Sing, i bounde 

Plur . 

Imper. Sing. 

Plur. 
In fin. 

Gerund 
Part ic . Pres . 

Pret. 

bounde 
bounde 
bounde (ti) 
bind 

bmde(p), bind 
bindern) 
bindende), binde 
bindinge 
(i) bounde(ti) 

herde 
herde(sf) 
herde 
herdeiti) 

her(e) 
he~re{p), her 
here(n) 
hèren(e), here 
beringe 
(i)herd 

I8ved(e) 
ltivede(st), idved 
lcfved(e) 
I8vede(n)t Idved 

love 
LIHE(F) 

I8ve(ti) 
loven(e), love 

T h e following examples will show the regular 

of the different classes of strong ve rbs :— 

L Fall-class. 

545 . fallen 
hglden 
gröwen 
kngwen 

546 . shaken 
waken 
laughen 
drawen 

fell 
held 
grew 
knew 

feilen 
heiden 

grewen 
knewen 

I I . Shake-class. 

shok 
wok 
laugh, low 
drough, drozv 

shaken 
woken 
lowen 
drowen 

(i)Wv\e)d. 

development 

fallen 
hglden 
gröwen 
kngwen 

shaken 
waken 
laughen 
drawen 

Observe that the preterites of this class have split up into 

two groups, one with o, the other with (uu) [ 186 ] . 

I I I . Bind-class. 

binden b[md bounden bounden 
singen sgng songen songen 
drinken drank drdnke?i drönken 
winnen watt wönnen wönnen 
kerven karf korven korven 
helfen half holpen holpen 
fighten fanghi foghten foghten 
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I V . Bear-class. 

stal stelen, stal stglen 
bar, ber beren, bar bgren 

V . Give-class . 

gat geten, gat ggten 
sat, set seten, sat sgten 

V I . Shine -c lass . 

rgd riden riden 
wrgt writen writen 

V I I . Choose-class. 

ctfp crgpen crgpen 
digs chgsen chgsen 

M o d e r n E n g l i s h . 

5 5 2 . T h e main innovation in the M n E verb-inflections 

was the introduction of the NoriheiTi^j/in the 3rd pers. sing, 

pres. indie.-—-fo calls—which was introduced into Standard 

English through the medium of the ^MidQaricL,dialect. I t did 

not entirely supplant the older -///—he calleth—which still 

survives in the higher literary language. 

5 5 3 . T h e M n E verb is further characterized by the 

development of a g e r u n d . W h e n the pres. partic. ending 

-inge lost its final vowel, the last vestige of a formal distinc­

tion between such a pres. partic. as leming and the verb-noun 

lerning. disappeared. I n O E the number of verb-nouns in 

-ung, -ing was limited, especially in the earlier stages of the 

language. In M E their number increased, and when the 

pres. partic. in -inge was fully established, and became in­

distinguishable in form from the ing-nouns, tfiese could be 

548 . stolen 
bgren 

549. giten 
sitten 

550. riden 
writen 

551. crépen 
chésen 
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formed at pleasure from any verb ; or, in other words, every 

pres. partie, could be used as a verb-noun. At first—in 

Early M n E as well as ME—these words were used entirely 

as nouns—taking the article the before them and the prepo­

sition R a f t e r them, etc.—as in he thanked him for the saving 

of his life, where saving is used exactly like the abstract noun 

preservation ; but by degrees they were treated like infinitives, 

the article being dropped and the following noun joined on 

to them as to the corresponding finite verb ; so that the above 

sentence was shortened to he thanked him for saving his life. 

I n such constructions, which began in Early M n E , saving etc. 

are true noun-verbals or gerunds. 

6 5 4 . I n M n E the dropping of weak final e, together with 

the M E tendency to drop final weak n, had a great effect in 

simplifying the verb-inflections. T h e monosyllabic bind be­

came the representative of the following M E forms: pres. 

indie. 1st pers. sing. ï binde, plur. we binde(n), etc., pres. subj. 

binde, binde(n). T h e levelling of the distinction between the 

p r ê t and prêt, partie, which had begun in M E was completed 

in the M n E forms herd (heard), loved representing M E her de, 

loved(e) and (i)herd, (i)loved. Such weak verbs as set and cast 

became invariable in the prêt, and prêt, p a r t i e : infin. set, 

prêt, sel, prêt, partie. sel=ME sette(n), selle, (i)set. Moreover 

•in such verbs the distinction between strong and weak con­

jugation is effaced : compare set prêt, set with let prêt. let= 

O E saltan, sglte ; Idian, let. 

5 5 5 . T h e weak vowel of the endings -est, -eth, -es, -ed 

was dropped in Early M n E in the spoken language, except 

that full -est, -es was always kept after the hiss-consonants 

(s> z >* J"> 3)> b e m g subject to exactly the same rules as the 

noun-inflectional -es (310), as in missest, misses, risest, rises, 

wishes, singes. Eull -ed was preserved after the point-stops 

c 
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/, d, as in hated, wanted, wedded, wounded = M E hatede, etc. 

Otherwise all these endings were shortened in speech without 

regard to the M E forms—in loves (luvz), lovest, loveth (luv}>), 

as well as heares, hears, hearest, heareth. I n this way the 

distinction between the two classes of weak verbs was 

finally done away with as far as the endings were con­

cerned, the distinction being only partially recognizable in 

the sound-changes in such verbs as hear, heard (hiir, h a r d ) ; 

feel, felt \ teach, taught. 

5 5 6 . But in the higher language the full endings -est, 

-eth, -ed were freely used after all consonants indifferently, 

especially in poetry, for the sake of the metre, -es was not 

used in this way because the less familiar -eth could always be 

substituted for it. Some very common verbs were, however, 

used only in the short forms, such as dost, doth, mayst, wouldst, 

especially the contracted hast, hath, had=ME havesl, hast 

etc. -est was generally shortened in weak preterites, as in 

lovedst, criedsi. -est and -eth are obsolete in Present English 

except in the higher language, in which they naturally keep 

their full forms, except in dost, hath etc. T h e higher lan­

guage also keeps full -ed in many forms where the spoken 

language contracts, as in beloved (bi 'hvid) compared with 

loved (tevd), blessed are the peacemakers. 

5 5 7 . T h e vowel of the full endings is now weak (i), as in 

(raizist, raiziz, raizty, heitid), and in Early M n E as well as 

Late M E it was often written i, y instead of e, as in Early 

M n E thou spekyst, he dwellith, puttyth, pdssid, armyd. 

5 5 8 . In writing, the silent e of -es was generally omitted 

in Early M n E , as in sits, binds; but not after v, as in loves, 

nor, of course, where required to show the pronunciation of 

a preceding letter, as in shines. 

5 5 9 . T h e consonant of shortened -es was assimilated as 

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



ACCIDENCE. [§ 5604 

regards breath and voice to the preceding consonant in the 
same way as in the noun-inflections: lets, leads (Wdz), loves 
(luvz). T h e same assimilations took place with shortened 
-ed: loved (luvd), breathed (bra&d), thanked ()>arjkt), blessed, 
-ed being thus used to express (t), this spelling was often 
extended to such preterites as burnt, smelt, which were written 
burned, smelted, although they come from M E brente, smelte. 
But the phonetic spellings thank't, thankt (thank'd), dropt, 
crost (cross*d), accurst also came into partial use, and some 
of them have become fixed, such as past in half past one 
compared with the time has passed quickly. 

T h e above are organic changes. W e have now to consider 
the internal changes in the verb-inflections, beginning with 
those of a levelling character. 

5 6 0 . T h e change of s t rong to weak verbs which we 
observe in M E went on in the transition from M E to M n E , 
and, in some cases, in M n E itself. T h u s the Early M n E 
preterite clomb and the pret. partic. molten have now become 
climbed, melted. But some of the weak forms that arose in 
Early M n E have now been discarded, such as the Shakesperian 
pret. participles corned, becomed. 

561. On the other hand, several weak verbs have been 
made strong by the analogy of strong verbs, such as stick, 
stuck ( O E siician, sticode) by the analogy of sting, stung; wear, 
wore, zvom (OE wgrian, wgrede) by the analogy of swear, swore, 
sworn. So also several weak verbs in -ow have taken pret. 
participles in -own by the analogy of know, known, etc., 
keeping the original weak pret . : show, pret. showed, pret. 
partic. shown ( O E sceawian, sceawode). 

5 6 2 . T h e levelling of the short quantity of the vowels in 
the sing, of strong preterites under the long quantity of the 

VERBS: MODERN ENGLISH. 

pret. partic. and infin. seen in Late M E bar = Early M E b§r, 
bar is carried much further in MnE, as in brake, spake = Late 
M E brak, spak, pret. partic. brgken, infin. broken etc. When 
a certain number of preterites in a had been thus lengthened, 
others were lengthened without regard to the length of the 
other parts of the verb, such as came, bade-==.W& cam, bad, 
infin. comen, bidden, although the latter had a long vowel in 
the pret. partic. bgden. 

5 6 3 . The re is also a regular process of voice-levelling in 
' the M n E strong verb, by which final (s, f) in the pret. sing, 
becomes voiced as in the infin. and pret. pa r t i c , as in rose, 
chose, gave, drove=ME rgs, chp, gaf drgf infin. risen, driven 
e t c , pret. par t ic driven e t c 

5 6 4 . T h e distinction between pret. sing, and plur. was 
levelled, as we have seen, in the M n E weak verbs by phonetic 
changes. I n the strong verbs it was levelled by external, 
analogical changes. Already in M E strong verbs the vowel 
of the sing, was often carried into the plur., especially when 
the plur. had a vowel different from that of the pret. pa r t i c , 
as in pei slat instead of pei stëlen (pret. partic. stglen). H e n c e 
such Ear ly M n E preterites as bare, brake, gave, sat correspond 
to M E singulars. 

5 6 5 . I n many cases, however, M n E strong preterites have 
the vowel of the M E pret. plur. W e have seen that in Late 
M E there was an intimate connection between the vowel of 
the pret. plur. and of the pret. partic. in strong verbs, so that 
at last the pret. plur., when it differed from the pret. sing., 
almost always had the vowel of the pret. partic. Hence in 
M n E the vowel of the pret. plur. when thus supported by 
the pret. partic. was often able to supplant the original 
singular-vowel. This was carried out consistently in those 
verbs of the bind-class which had M E (uu) in the pret. plur. 
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and pret. p a r t i c : bound, found^ME bgnd,fgnd, plur. bounden 
etc. T h e same change took place in other verbs of the 
bind-class, and in some of the shine- and choose-class, many-
verbs having two preterites in Early M n E , one representing 
the M E pret. sing., the other with the vowel of the plur . : 
began, begun; sang, sung) stang, stung; faught, fought—WE 
bigan, sgng, stgng, faught—bit; rode, rid; wrote, writ— M E 
bgt, rgd, wrgl. T h e present forms of these preterites are 
began, sang, slung, fought, bit, rode, wrote, the tendency 
evidently being to favour the original sing, forms. 

5 6 6 . But there has been in M n E a further assimilation of 
the pret. to the pret. partic., which has affected nearly all 
verbs of the bear-class with M E g in the pret. par t ic . : already 
in Early M n E we find the preterites bore, broke, spoke by the 
side of bare, brake, spake—ME bar, brak, spak, M E slat being 
represented by stole only in Early M n E . I n Present English 
bare etc. survive only in the higher language. 

5 6 7 . When a direct association had thus been established 
between the pret. and pret. partic. the two parts of the 
verb began to be confused—a confusion which was helped 
by the pret. partic. in I have seen etc. having nearly the same 
meaning as the pret. / saw e tc.—so that the pret. began 
to be substituted for the pret. partic. in some verbs, especially 
when the older form of the pret. partic. was liable to be for­
gotten through not being in very frequent use—as in the case 
of M E shinen from shinen—or ambiguous—as in the case of 
M E stgnden, which was both pret. partic. and in fin.—or 
anomalous and irregular in any way, as in sflen compared 
with the infin. sitlen. Hence in M n E the original preterites 
shone, stood, sat have supplanted the older pret. participles. 
In Early M n E this was carried still further than in Standard 
Present English, as in took, shook, arose—taken, shaken, arisen. 
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5 6 8 . I n the above examples the pret. participles shone 
etc. lost their final n through the substitution of a form with 
a different vowel. Such pret. participles as bound, begun— 
M E bounden, bigonnen may be considered either as the result 
of extension of the M n E pret. forms bound etc., or of 
dropping the e of the curtailed M E forms (i)bounde, etc. 

It sometimes happens that the pret. partic. ending -en is 
dropped in a verb, but preserved in an adjective formed from 
the pret. partic. before it had lost the -en, as in the adjectives 
drunken^ bounden, (in bounden duty) compared with the pret. 
participles drunk, bound. 

5 6 9 . I n Ear ly M n E the ending -est was extended to the 
pret. indie, of s t rong verbs : thou boundest, thou spakest—WE 
bounde, bgnd, spak. T h e rare Early M n E dropping of -st in 
weak as well as strong preterites, as in thou saw, thou maked, 
thou had is probably the result of Northern influence. But in 
Present English, poets often instinctively drop this harsh and 
heavy inflection, especially when the verb is separated from 
its p r o n o u n : where thou once formed thy paradise (Byron). 
Verbs whose pret. is the same as the pres.—especially those 
in -st—frequently d rop the inflectional st, or else add it with 
an intervening -ed for the sake of distinctness: thou castedst 
or thou cast. 

5 7 0 . T h e following is the Early M n E conjugation of the 
strong verb see and the weak verb call-.— 

Indie. Pres . Sing. 1 see call 
2 seest call(e)st 
3 seeth, sees call(e)th, calls 

Plur. see call 
Subj. Pres. see call 

Pret. Indie. Sing. 1 saw call(e)d 
2 saw(e)st calledst 
3 saw call(e)d 

Plur. saw call{e)d 
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Pret. Subj. saw call(e)d 
Imper. see call 

Infin. see call 
Pres. Partic. and Gerund seeing calling 

Pret. Partic. seen call(e)d 
Besides the above inflections there are others which occur 

only as isolated archaisms. The contracted -t=-eth has left 
a trace in the form list1 wishes/ ' likes,' as in let him do it when 
he list—OE lyst (lystep) from the weak verb lystan. All three 
M E indie, plurals are found in the Early MnE literary language, 
the most frequent of which—the Midland -en—survives in the 
Shakesperian they waxen in their mirth. The Southern -eth 
and the Northern -es are much less frequent. The infin. or 
gerund in -en survives in Shakespere : to killen. 

571. T h e following examples will show the regular de­
velopment of the different classes of strong verbs in literary 
M n E . I t will be observed that the best-preserved classes 
are the 3rd and the 6th, the others being so reduced in the 
number of their verbs, and there being so much divergence 
of form, that they retain hardly a trace of their G E 
characterist ics:— 

I. Fa l l -c lass . 

572 . fall fell fallen 
hold held held, beholden 
grow grew grown 
know knew known 

I I . Shake-class . 

5 7 3 . shake shook shaken 
take took taken 

T h e Late M E preterites in (-uu) = O E -oh, such as drow, 
slow, were in Early M n E levelled under the more numerous 
*w-verbs of the fall-class: draws drew; slay, slew. 
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H I . Bind -c lass . 

574 . sing sang sung 
drink drank drunk 
sting stung stung 
swing swung swung 
bind bound bound[e)n 
find found found 
fight fought fought 

I V . Bear-class. 

575. bear bare, bore born(e) 
steal stole stolen 

V. Give-class . 

576 . give gave given 
weave wove woven 
sit sat sat 

V I . Shine -c lass . 

577 . drive drove driven 
rise rose risen 
write wrote written 
bite bit bitten 
shine shone shone 

T h e occasional Early M n E preterites drave, sirave, etc., 

are probably Northern forms. 

VI I . Choose -c lass . 

5 7 8 . freeze froze frozen 
choose chose chosen 

PRESENT ENGLISH. 

5 7 9 . In the present Spoken English the earlier substitution 
of you see, you saw for thou seesi, thou sawest, and of he sees 
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for he seeth has been completely carried out, so that the 
older -st and -th survive only in proverbs and in phrases 
taken from the higher literary language, where the older 
forms still survive. 

Having traced the English verb down to its most reduced 
M n E form, it will now be more instructive to regard it from 
a purely descriptive, unhistorical point of view, 

5 8 0 . If we examine the Present English verb from this 
point of view, the first thing that strikes us is that the t ra­
ditional distinction between strong and weak verbs can n o 
longer be mainta ined: without going back to M E we cannot 
tell whether such preterites as sat, lit, led, held, infinitives sit, 
light, lead, hold, are strong or weak. 

581 . We are therefore compelled to make a new division 
into c o n s o n a n t a l and voca l i c . Consonantal verbs are 
those which form their preterites and pret. participles by 
adding d or /, such as called, looked, heard, burnt, infinitives 
call, look, hear, burn. Vocalic verbs are those which form 
their preterites or pret. participles by vowel-change without 
the addition of any consonant, except that the pret. partic. of 
some of these verbs adds -en: sing, sang, sung; bind, bound, 
bound; run, ran, run—drive, drove, driven; speak, spoke, 
spoken; see, saw, seen. Under the vocalic verbs we must also 
include the i n v a r i a b l e ve rbs : let, let, let; cast, cast, cast. 
M i x e d verbs show a mixture of consonantal and vocalic 
inflection: crow, crew, crowed; show, showed, shown. 

5 8 2 . T h e great majority of verbs belong to the regular 
consonantal conjugation, their pret. and pret. partic. ending 
be ing— 

a. (-id) after (t) and ( d ) : delighted, nodded. 
b. (-d) after the other voice sounds: played, raised, saved, 

turned, dragged. 

VERBS: IRREGULAR. 

c. (-t) after the other breath consonants : hissed, pushed, 
looked. 

5 8 3 . Compared with these verbs those of the vocalic class 
must be regarded as irregular, although many of them fall 
under more or less uniform classes. T h e r e are also irregular 
consonantal verbs, such as burn, burnt, compared with the 
regular turn, turned. The re is also a small class of specially 
irregular or a n o m a l o u s verbs, such as be, was, been, some of 
which—mostly comprising the old preterite-present verbs— 
are defective, such as ( / ) can, could, which has no infin. 
or participles. T h e irregular verbs therefore comprise all 
the vocalic and anomalous verbs together with some of the 
consonantal, all regular verbs being consonantal . All newly 
formed verbs are conjugated consonantally, the consonantal 
inflections being the only living or productive ones. 

5 8 4 . T h e following are the inflections of the consonantal 
verb call and the vocalic verb see in Spoken English :— 

Pres. Indie. Sing. 1 call see 
2 call see 
3 calls sees 

Plur. call see 
Pres. Subj . call see 

Pret. (Indie, and Subj.) called saw 
Imper. call see 

Infin. call see 
Pres. Partic. and Gerund calling seeing 

Pret. Partic. called seen 

Irregu lar V e r b s i n M o d e r n E n g l i s h . 
5 8 5 . In the following sections the vowel-changes are 

arranged in the alphabetic order of the vowels of the pre­
terites in their phonetic spelling, to which the alphabetic 
order of the vowels of the infinitive is subordinated, thus 
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(ei . , . e) as in say, said, and then (ij . . e), as in flee, fled, 
precede (19 . . 99 ) , and this is followed by (uw . . o), etc. 
Fo rms that occur only in the higher literary language are 
marked *. Obsolete forms are marked f. 

CONSONANTAL VERBS. 

"With Vowel -change . 

Verbs which take the regular consonantal inflection (d, t) , 
but with vowel-change:— 

Vowel-change (ei . . e) . 

5 8 6 . say, sa id (sei, sed). O E weak I b sgcgan, scsgde, scegd* 
In M E the r^-forms of this verb were preserved in South-
Thames Engl i sh ; but in the Nor th -Thames dialects the g-
forms segest, sggep, imper. sgge were extended to the original 
r e f o r m s : z seie, infin. sein, seien, pres. partic. seiende. These 
became the Standard M E forms also. T h e O E pret. sccgde 
became saide in M E . In M n E saide became (s^d) , which 
was shortened to (sed) ; and the same shortening took place 
in says. All the other O E r^-verbs show a similar extension 
of the ^--forrns in M E , so that the O E infinitives licgan, Igcgan, 
bycgan appear in M n E as lie ( M E lien), lay (ME leien), buy 
(ME bien), which correspond phonetically to the O E impera­
tives lige, Ifge, byge. 

Vowel-change (ij . . e). 

587 . flee, fled (flij, fled). O E strong V I I fleon (Oldest 
English fleohan), fleah, iplur.flugo/i, pret. partic. flogen. The re 
was another O E verb of the same class, some of whose forms 
were identical with forms of fleon, namely fleogan ' fly/ fleag 
(fleah), pret. plur. flugon, pret. partic. flogen. As the two 

§ 589.] VERBS; IRREGULAR. 

verbs were similar in meaning also, they were frequently con­
founded in Late West-Saxon, the distinctive forms of fleogan 
being used in the sense of ' flee' as well as in that of ' fly/ 
and fleon being used in the sense of ' f ly / Th i s confusion 
has lasted to the present day, in as far as many modern 
writers use fly consistently in the sense of ' run away/ I n 
M E the confusion between the two verbs was often avoided 
by using the weak verb fleden—OE fledan (flcedan) ' flow/ ' be 
at high t ide ' (said of the sea) from O E flod 6 flood' in the 
sense of ' flee/ its pret fledde coming gradually to be regarded 
as the pret. of the old strong fleon, flen. Th i s development 
was probably helped by the Scandinavian weak verb fly/a 
' f l e e / pret. fly pi. 

5 8 8 . creep , crept (krijp, krept). O E strong V I I creopan, 
creap, cropen. In M E crepen developed a weak pret. creple by 
the side of the strong crep. l eap , l e p t ; s l eep , s l e p t ; 
s w e e p , s w e p t ; w e e p , w e p t have developed in a similar 
way from the O E strong verbs hleapan, hleop I ; slckpan, 
slep I ; swap an, sweop I ; wepan, weop I . O E swdpan b e ­
came by regular change swgpen in M E ; the form sweep is 
the result of confusion with other verbs of similar meaning. 

Vowel-change (ia . . ea). 

5 8 9 . hear , h e a r d (h i9r , haad). O E weak I hieran, 
hierde, Anglian heran, herde, whence M E heren, herde with 
the usual shortening. In Early M n E the (e) of the pret. was 
regularly broadened to (a) before the (r), giving (hiior, hard) . 
T h e spelling heard shows the not unfrequent lengthening of 
M E e before (r)-combinations, which, of course, preserved it 
from the change into ( a ) ; ( Iwrd) was then shortened to 
(he rd \ whence the Tresent English ( h 9 9 d ) . 

M 
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Vowel-change (uw , . o) . 

5 9 0 . shoe , s h o d (Juw, jod) . O E sCoian, scode, gesCdd. 
M E shorn, pret. partic. ishod. T h e M n E shortening is 

parallel to that in rod compared with rood, b o t h = O E rod. 
shod is now used chiefly as an adjective, shoe being conjugated 

regularly shoed. 

Vowel-change (e . . ou). 

5 9 1 . se l l , s o l d (sel, sould). O E weak l b sgllan, sealde, 
Anglian salde ' give/ M E sellen, sglde, isgld. In O E the 
meaning ' sell * was only occasionally implied in the more 
general one of c give,' as in sgllan wip weorpe ' give for a 
value (price) sell/ So also te l l , t o l d from O E weak I b 
tgllan. 

W i t h t i n s t ead of d. 

5 9 2 . b u r n / b u r n t . In O E the intransitive ' b u r n ' was 

expressed by the strong verb I I I biernan, La te Wes t -Saxon 

by man, Anglian beornan, pret. bgrn, barn, pret. plur. burnon, 

pret. partic. geburnen; the transitive by the weak bcernan, 

bcernde. I n these two verbs the r had been transposed, the 

Germanic forms being *brinnan, *brannjan, with which com­

pare the Scandinavian strong brinna, pret. brann, pret. partic. 

b?'unninn, and the weak brgnna, brgndi. In M E the origin­

ally transitive and intransitive forms came to be used indis­

criminately in both senses, the weak forms gradually getting 

the upper hand. In Standard M E the Northern—originally 

Scandinavian—form brennen, brente was used both transitively 

and intransitively, the strong Northern form—also originally 

Scandinavian—brinnen occurring less frequently, generally in 

its original intransitive sense. T h e other dialects show a 

§ 598.] VERBS: IRREGULAR. 163 

great variety of forms : Ear ly Southern beorneny bgrnen, 

bernen,lL&r\y Midland bçrnen, bernen, brennen, Early Northern 

brin (transitive as well as intrans.), bren. T h e infin. burnen 

seems to occur first in Late Midland ; the u is probably the 

result of the influence of the lip-consonant b on the following 

eo of Anglian beornan. T h e pret. brent survived for some 

time in Ear ly M n E . 

5 9 3 . d w e l l , d w e l t . M E dwellen, dwelte from Scandina­

vian dvglja ' r emain / 

5 9 4 . l earn , l e a r n t . O E leomian, leornode ; M E lern(i)en, 

lernde, later lernte. T h e adjective learned preserves the fuller 

form of the pret. partic. So also pen, pent; smell, smelt; 

spell, spelt ; spill, spill from the O E weak verbs pgnnan, 

smgllan ' s tr ike/ spellian ' re la te / spillan ' destroy/ 

5 9 5 . spoi l , spo i l t . M E spoilen, despoilen from Old French 

spolier, despoiller [from Latin spokare ' s t r i p / ' p l u n d e r ' ] was 

associated with spillen from O E spillan, so that when spillen 

took the special sense ' waste l iquids/ ' spill/ spoilen took the 

old meaning of spillen, namely ' destroy/ and formed a pret. 

spoilte on the analogy of spilte. spoil in the sense of ' plunder ' 

is regular. 

5 9 6 . fee l , f e l t from O E fêlan (fœlan), fëlde. k n e e l , 
k n e l t from M E knelen, knelde, knelte of Scandinavian origin. 

W i t h t instead of d and Vowel-change. 

Vowel-change (ij . . e) . 

5 9 7 . (be)reave , *bereft , b e r e a v e d . O E (be)rëafian, 

rëafode. M E birgven, birgvde, birefte, birafte, the last being 

the Standard M E form. 

5 9 8 . c l eave , cleft- ' d iv ide / ' a d h e r e / O E strong V I I 

clëofan, clëaf, clofen ' divide ' ; M E eleven, clgf, clgven. O E 

weak I I I cleofian, clifian ' adhere ' ; M E clgvien, dgvede. 

M 2 
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T h e r e was also a strong verb V I in O E clifan ' adhere / M E 
cliven pret. partic. divert ' a d h e r e / ' c l i m b / In M E clgf, 
Northern claf originally pret. of cliven, was used also as pret. 
of eleven, whose pret. partic. dgven had in Late M E the same 
vowel as clgf A new weak pret. cle/te was then formed from 
eleven. In the Earliest M n E cleeve ' d i v ide ' kept (ii) = M E 
close e, but was soon confused with cleave (kieev) ' adhere ' = 
Early M E clevien, Late M E clgvien, so that it was written 
with ea. T h e M n E pret. clove may be regarded either as 
the descendant of the O E pret. claf or as the M E pret. 
clgf (from O E deaf) levelled under the pret. partic. dgven. 
T h e other M n E pret. clave is of course the Northern form of 
O E claf. T h e following are the forms of the two verbs in 
M n E :— 

cleave ' divide ' ; clove, ^clave, cle/t; cloven, cle/t, ^cleaved, 
cleave ' a d h e r e ' ; tclave, cleaved; cleaved. 

5 9 9 . deal , d e a l t (dijl, delt). O E doSlan, daslde. l e a v e , 
l e f t ; m e a n , m e a n t from O E Id/an, Ice/de; mcenan, 
mcende. 

6 0 0 . dream, dreamt , d r e a m e d (drijm, dremt, drijmd). 
O E drieman, Anglian dreman ' modulate 1 [dream ' melody, ' 
' j o y ' ] . T h e M E drgmen, dremde, drem(p)te got the meaning 
' d r e a m ' from the Scandinavian droyma ' d ream/ In Early 
M n E the verb was levelled under the noun dream, the M E 
pret. being however kept in spelling—dremt—as well as 
pronunciat ion by the side of the new pret. dreamed. T h e 
spelling dreamt is, of course, a blending of dremt and 
dreamed. 

6 0 1 . l ean , leant , l e a n e d (lijn, lent, lijnd). O E /ileonian 
(hlinian), hleonode; M E lenien (linien), Ignede. T h e pret. 
leant comes from another O E verb meaning ' to lean/ namely 
hlalnan, hlcende; M E Ignen, lende, lente. 

§ 606.] VERBS: IRREGULAR. 

Vowel-change (ai . . o). 

6 0 2 . b u y , b o u g h t . O E byegan, bohte. M E biggen, Men 
(586) , pret. bohte, bouhte. 

Vowel-change (uw . . 0). 

6 0 3 . lose , lost . O E strong V I I forleosan, /orleas, 
forloren ' de s t roy / ' l o s e / weak I I I losian ' g o to waste,' ' g e t 
lost/ M E lesen, forlesen ' lose,' Igs, forlgs, loren, forloren. 
T h e dropping of the for- is due to the influence of losien— 
O E losian, whose transitive use, as in he losede at his folc ' he 
lost all his people (army) ' is due to the influence of forlesen. 
Hence the pret. partic. Hosed, later lost, came to be used as 
the pret. partic. of lesen, when the old pret. participles loren, 

forloren had come to be isolated from their verbs in meaning, 
so that M n E *lorn in love-lorn, tic, forlorn, are now used 
only as adjectives. In Ear ly M n E lese took (uu) from the 
adjective loose and verb loosen \WElos,l5snen from Scandinavian 
Iguss ' f ree / ' l oose / Igusna ' g e t loose ' ] , being at first written 
loose, then lose, to distinguish it from the adjective loose. 

W i t h t instead of -ded. 

6 0 4 . gird, girt , g i rded . O E gyrdan, gyrde. So also 
bui ld , bu i l t , t b u i l d e d ; g i ld , g i l t , g i l d e d ; b e n d , bent , 
t b e n d e d ; rend , r e n t ; s e n d , s e n t ; t s h e n d , t s h e n t ; 
spend , spent , * w e n d , w e n t from the O E weak byldan, 
gyldan, bpidan, rgndan, sendan, scgndan ' put to shame/ 
spg.ndan, wendan ' turn. ' 

6 0 5 . b lend , t b l e n t , b l e n d e d . O E strong I blandan 
' m i x / Weak O E Ugndan has only the meaning ' blind/ 

6 0 6 . lend, lent . O E kenan, Wende. M E linden, lenden 
is a new-formation from the O E preterite-forms; from lenden 
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a new pret. lende, lente was formed on the analogy of senden, 
senfe, etc. 

W i t h Consonant-loss. 

6 0 7 . m a k e , m a d e . O E madan, mac ode. M E makien, 
makede, imaked, Late M E mäkien, contracted made, (i)mäd. 

W i t h Consonant-loss and Vowel-change. 

Vowel-change (ou . . ee). 

6 0 8 . c lo the , c lad, c l o t h e d . O E cläpian, cläpode [cläp 
' c l o t h ' ] . Scandinavian klcepa, klcepdi, whence M E clgpen, 
cladde Northern cledde, as well as clpp(i)en, clgpede. 

Vowel-change (ae . . o). 

609 . c a t c h ; c a u g h t . M E cacchen, caughte from Old 
French cachier [Low Latin captiäre = Latin capture, a 
frequentative of caper e ' seize ' ] . cachier is probably a North-
Eas t French (Picard) form; the Parisian form being chacier 
(Modern French chasser), whence the M n E chace, chase. M E 
cacchen having the same meaning and the same termination 
as lacchen, laughte from O E Iceccan, gehehte ' se ize / ' c a t c h ' 
[compare M n E latch], naturally formed its preterite in the 
same way. 

610. d i s t r a c t ; t d i s t r a u g h t , d i s tracted . O E strgccan 
' s tretch/ pret. streahie, strghte, appears in M E in the form of 
strecchen, straughte, streighte, the pret. partic. streight being 
still kept in M n E as an adjective—straight literally ' stretched 
ou t / I n Late M E the Latin disiractus was imported as an adj. 
distract (French distrait), which was made into distraught by 
the influence of straught. When distract was made into a 
verb in Ear ly M n E , distraught was naturally regarded as its 
participle. T h r o u g h further confusion straught itself was 

§613.] VERBS: IRREGULAR. l6j 

used in the sense of ' distracted/ and a new partic. fbeslraught 
was formed on the analogy of beset. 

Vowel-change ( 9 9 . . o). 

611. w o r k ; *wrought , w o r k e d (w99k, rot). O E 
wyrcan, Anglian wircan, the corresponding noun being 
weorc, Late West-Saxon wore, Anglian were, which in M E 
influenced the verb. T h e M E forms a r e : Southern wurchen, 
worchen with the usual change of wu- to wu~, Midland werken, 
Northern wirk. T h e O E pret. worhie underwent the usual 
r-transposition in ME, becoming wrohte, M n E wrought, 
which in ordinary speech survives only as an adjective, as in 
wrought iron. 

Voivel-change (i . . o). 

612. b r i n g ; b r o u g h t (brirj, brot). O E bringan, brohte. 
613. t h i n k ; thought . In O E there were two weak I a 

verbs of allied form and mean ing : pgncan, pohte ' t h i n k ' ; 
pyncan, puhie ' seem/ which was impersonal, me pyncp ' it 
seems to m e ' having much the same meaning as ic pgnce. 
I n M E ppUan became regularly penchen in Sou th-Thames 
English, penken in Nor th-Thames Engl ish ; and pyncan became 
punchen, pinchen in South-Thames English, pinken in North-
Thames English. T h e pret. puhte was soon disused, po(u)hte 
taking its place : he pohte ' he thought / him pohte ' it seemed 
to h i m / In Standard M E the two verbs were still kept 
apart in the infin. and present tenses, which had the Midland 
forms penken, i penke; pinken, me pinkep, e t c . ; but in the 
compound bipinken 1 consider ' = 0 E bepgncan, the latter had 
already begun to encroach. In Nor thern pink completely 
supplanted penk, as in M n E . Hence M n E think is histor­
ically = O E pyncan, and its pret. thought=0~E pohte, the pret. 
of the lost ppican. 
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Vowel-change (ij . . o). 

614. s e e k ; s o u g h t ; b e s e e c h ; b e s o u g h t . O E secan 
(soecan), sohte. M E South-Thames sechen, bisechen, Nor th -
T h a m e s seken, biseken. T h e M n E seek and beseech are there­
fore from different dialects of M E . Shakespere has the 
Midland form not only in seek, but also in beseek. 

615. r e a c h ; f raught , r e a c h e d . O E rcecan, roehte. 
M E rgchen, ra(u)ghte, Northern reghie. So also t e a c h , 
t a u g h t from O E weak tctean 1 show/ 

INVARIABLE VERBS. 

(aa). 
616. cast . M E casten from Scandinavian weak kasta, 

kastapi. In Early M n E there is also a regular pret. casied. 

(ai). 

617. *d ight ' a d o r n 9 as in storied window richly dight 
(Milton). O E dihtan ' a r range / ' a p p o i n t ' from the Latin 
dictare. 

( B ) . 

618. cut . M E kulten. 
619. shut . O E scyttan Mock/ ' b o l t ' [gesdot ' s h o t / 

' d a r t ' ; sceoian strong V I I ' s h o o t ' ] . M E schiitten, schutien. 
6 2 0 . thrust . M E prusten, prusten from Scandinavian 

prysta. 

(e). 

621. let . O E strong I Idtan, let, l&ten. M E leten, pret. 
s trong let, and weak lette from * telle. In M n E the short vowel 
of this weak pret. was extended to the infin., etc. T h e 
obsolete verb let ' h inder / still preserved in the phrase let or 

§ 629.] VERBS: IRREGULAR. 169 

hindrance, is the O E weak Igttan, Igtte, connected with Icel 
• s low/ late adv. ' la te / 

6 2 2 . set . O E sgttan, sgtte, connected with the strong 

verb V sittan, pret. scet. 
6 2 3 . s h e d . O E strong I scadan, sceadan, sCed 1 separa te / 

a meaning still preserved in the noun watershed. M E 
schgden formed a weak pret. schadde, schedde, and developed 
the new meaning ' separa te into d rops / ' s h e d / I n M n E 
the short vowel of the pret. was extended to the pres., etc., 
as in let. 

6 2 4 . s h r e d . O E sdreadian, screadode. M E schrjden, 
schredde, the short vowel being afterwards extended to the 
pres., etc. So also s p r e a d (spred) from weak O E spreedan. 

( 9 9 ) . 

6 2 5 . b u r s t . O E strong I I I berstan, bcerst, bursion, 
geborsten. T h e u of burst is the result of the influence of 
the l ip-consonant b on the eo of M E beorsten, as in burn 
( 59 2 ) , the u being afterwards extended to the pret. partic. 
bursten, which survived in Early M n E . 

6 2 6 . hur t . M E hilrten, hurten. 

(i). 
627 . h i t . M E hiiten from Scandinavian hitta ' find/ 
6 2 8 . k n i t . O E cnyttan ' t i e ' [cnotta ' k n o t ' ] . T h e 

invariable pret.-form is now preserved only as an adjective 
in well-knit, etc. Otherwise the pret.-form is regular—-
knitted. 

6 2 9 . qui t . M E quiten pret. quitle from Old French 
quiter from Latin qvietus. In M n E the shortened vowel of 
the pret. was extended to the rest of the verb. T h e deriva­
tive requite keeps its original length, having a pret. partic. 

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



strák), striken. Early M n E strike, pret. stroke, strake, struck, 
pret. partic. stricken, slrucken, struck. 

Vowel-change (ae . . vi). 
6 3 8 . h a n g ; h u n g , h a n g e d . O E strong I hon (from 

earlier *hohan), heng, hangen, the g being a weakening of 
the h of the infin., where 0 == Germanic an (502) , so that 
hon — Germanic *hanhan. There was also a weak intransitive 
hangian, hangode, hon itself being used transitively. In Early 
M E the consonantal variation in the strong verb was soon 
levelled: sometimes the infinitive form was extended to the 
pret. partic. which was made into (a)hdn; but afterwards the 
ng-forms got the upper hand, being supported by the weak 
verb hangien, and a new strong infin. hangen was formed, 
pret. heng, pret. partic. hangen. In some dialects the pret. 
was shortened to heng with short close (e), which being an 
unfamiliar sound in M E was made into i. This new pret. 
king, which is frequent in some Midland dialects, was made 
into an infin. in Northern by the analogy of the bind-class, 
with pret. hang, which afterwards made its way into the 
Standard dialect in the form of hong parallel to sgng ' sang. ' 
A pret. partic. hung was further developed on the analogy of 
sing, sang, sung, and hung was then extended to the pret. 
sing, in the same wray as clung, etc. (565) , the older infin. 
hang being preserved in the Standard dialect. In M n E the 
strong form hung is both transitive and intransitive, hanged 
being used only transitively, contrary to the O E usage. 

Vowel-change (i . . T?). 

6 3 9 . d i g ; d u g , t d i g g e d . M E diggen, diggede, equiva­

lent to O E dieian [die ' d i tch ' ] , of which it seems to be a 

requit in Early MnE. acquit is invariable in Early M n E . 
All these verbs are now regular. 

6 3 0 . rid. M E redden, rildden, ridden 1 rescue/ ' separate 
fighters ' is apparently a blending of O E hrgddan ' r e s c u e ' 
and Scandinavian rypja pret. rudda 1 clear away.' 

631. sl it . O E strong V I slitan, slat, sliten. M E has 
both strong sliten, pret. partic. sliten, and a weak verb sliiten, 
which may have existed in O E . 

6 3 2 . spl i t . M E splatten, of which Early M n E spleite is 
probably a Northern form, spiel seems to have been made 
into split by the influence of slit. 

(0). 
6 3 3 . cost . M E costen from Old French coster (Modern 

French couter) from Latin constare. 

(u). 
6 3 4 . put . M E puiten. 

VOCALIC VERBS. 

Vowel-change (ai . . au) . 

6 3 5 . b i n d ; b o u n d . O E strong I I I bindan, band, bunden. 
T h e older pret. partic. is still preserved in bounden duty. So 
also gr ind , g r o u n d ; w i n d , w o u n d from O E strong I I I 
grindan, windan. 

6 3 6 . find; found. O E strong I I I findan, fand—more 
generally weak funde—/widen. M E pret. /gnd,/ounde. 

Vowel-change (ai . . ,B). 

637 . s t r i k e ; s truck. O E strong V I strican, strac, stricen 
1 move about / ' touch lightly.' M E striken, strgk (Northern 
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forms being preserved in gerinnan 1 coagulate/ literally ' run 

together / gerann, gerumten. T h e M E verb was influenced 

by the two Scandinavian verbs, the strong rinna, rann, 

rwtninn and the weak rgnna, rgndt\ the Standard M E forms 

being indeed entirely Scandinavian: rennen, ran, irunnen. 

T h e Early Southern forms of the in fin. are irnen, eornen, 

urnen probably==#men from Late West-Saxon yrnan. T h e 

infin. run appears in Nor thern by the side of the Scandi­

navian rin. T h e u of the infin. seems to have been origin­

ally a Southern development out of urnen, perhaps by the 

influence of burn. 

Vowel-change (i . . ae). 

646 . s i t ; sset. O E strong V j-verb sitlan, scet, seten. 

M E sitten, sat, seten and also si fen with the vowel of the 

infin. F rom the M E partic. silen is derived the obsolete 

M n E pret. and pret. partic. sit, which made the verb invari­

able. T h e obsolete M n E pret. sale is due to the analogy of 

came, spake, etc., the short sat being kept up at the same time 

by the short vowel of the infin. sit. 

647 . sp i t ; spat . The re were in O E two weak verbs of 

the same meaning spiitan, spille and spœlan, spœite, both of 

which were kept in M E , where the prêt, spœtte became regu­

larly spatte. T h e M n E spit, spat is, therefore, a mixture of 

two distinct verbs. 

Vozvel-change ( i . . 8B . . B). 

6 4 8 . b e g i n ; b e g a n ; b e g u n . O E strong beginnan. So 

also dr ink, drank, d r u n k ( e n ) ; shr ink, shrank, s h r u n k ; 

s ing , sang, s u n g ; s ink , sank, s u n k ( e n ) ; spr ing , sprang, 

s p r u n g ; s t ink , s tank, s t u n k ; s w i m , s w a m , s w u m 

modification by some analogical influence. T h e vocalic 

pret . dug developed itself towards the end of the Ear ly M n E 

per iod; it is not found in the Bible. 

6 4 0 . c l i n g ; c l u n g . OE s trong III clingan, clang, 

clungcn 1 wither.' M E clingen, clgng, clungen 1 shrivel/ 

' adhere / ' h a n g / So also s l ink, s l u n k ; sp in , t span , 
s p u n ; s t ing , s t u n g ; s w i n g , s w u n g ; w i n , w o n ; w r i n g , 
w r u n g from O E strong III slincan, spinnan, stingan, 

swingan, gewinnan, wringan. 

641. f l ing ; flung. M E strong III flingen from weak 

Scandinavian flgngja [compare M E wing from Scandinavian 

v§ngr\ flingen was, of course, made s t rong on the analogy 

of sting and the other s trong verbs in -ing. 

6 4 2 . s l i n g ; s lung . M E strong III slingen from 

Scandinavian slongva, which passed through slengen in to 

slingen, and then became strong in the same way as fling. 

T h e pret. slang occurs in the Bible. 

6 4 3 . s t i c k ; s tuck , t s t i c k e d 1 p ierce/ ' adhere / O E 

stician (stiocian), sticode ' pierce/ i adhere / M E strong V 

sleken, stale, steken and stoken [like spoken = O E specenj 

' p ierce/ ' imprison/ which may represent an O E strong 

verb, stuck may owe its u to the influence of slung. 

644 . s t r i n g ; s trung, s t r inged . Th i s verb is a M n E 

formation from the M E noun string from Scandinavian 

sirgngr, with the usual change of Scandinavian -gng into 

-ing. W e keep the older consonantal inflexion in stringed 

instruments. 

Vowel-change (v, . . se . . B). 

6 4 5 . r u n ; r a n ; run. O E strong III irnan, iernan 

(eornari), Late West -Saxonyrnan, pret. grn, am, pret. partic. 

urnen, with the same transposition of the r as in burn, the older 
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from O E strong I I I drincan, scrincan, singan, sincan, 
springan, stincan, swimman. 

6 4 9 . r i n g ; r a n g ; rung . O E (h)ringan, which is ap­
parently weak. 

Vowel-change (i . . se . . i-n). 

6 5 0 . ( for )b id; - b a d ; -b idden . O E strong V j-verb 

biddan, bccd, beden 1 p r ay / ' ask ' ; strong V I I beodan, bead, 

boden ' offer/ ' c o m m a n d / T h e corresponding M E forms 

are bidden, bad, bgden and—by the analogy of the infin.— 

bidden; beden, bgd, bgden. But already in Early M E the two 

verbs began to be confused, bidden in the special sense of 
£ ask to one's house / ' invite ' soon got confused with beden, 

which developed the meaning ' offer an invitation/ the con­

fusion being aided by the weak verb bgd(i)en~OE bodian 

' announce '—itsel f connected with beodan. Hence even in 

Early M E we find iboden used in the sense of 1 invited/ It was 

still more natural to soften down the command expressed by 

beden by the substitution of the milder bidden. T h e pret. 

bad soon supplanted bgd by taking to itself the meaning 

' commanded / except in the emphatic forbeden, which in 

Standard M E only rarely has the pret. forbad instead of 

forbad. T h e following are the Standard M E forms— 

bidden, beden ; bad; bgden, bgden. 

forbeden ; for bed (forbad) ; for bgden. 

I n the transition to M n E the bid-forms were gradually extended 

till they entirely supplanted the others. T h e relation between 

the two forms bad and bade is the same as that between sat 

and sate (562). In Early M n E the pret. partic. was often 

shortened to bid, which was used also as a pret., so that the 

verb became invariable. 

Vowel-change (ij . . e) . 

651 . b l e e d ; b l ed . O E weak blëdan (blœdan), blêdde. 

[blôd ' b l o o d ' ] . So also b r e e d , b r e d ; f eed , f e d ; lead, 

l e d ; mee t , m e t ; read, r e a d (rijd, red) ; s p e e d , s p e d 

from the O E weak brêdan,fëdan, lœdan, mêlan, rœdan, spêdan. 

Vowel-change (ij . . e . . ij-n). 

6 5 2 . e a t ; a t e ; e a t e n . O E strong V, with exceptional 

(Germanic) lengthening in the pret. sing., elan, œt, pret. plur. 

œton, pret. partic. eten. M E glen, et, at, gten, the pret. at 

being of course due to the influence of the other verbs of the 

same class. 

Vowel-change (ou . . e). 

6 5 3 . h o l d ; he ld . O E strong I healdan, hàldan ; hêold ; 

gehealden, gehdlden M E hglden ; held, held, hild ; ihglden. W e 

still preserve the fuller form of the pret. partic. in beholden. 

Vowel-change (o . . e . . o-n). 

6 5 4 . fal l ; fe l l ; fa l len . O E strong I feallan, fallan ; 

feoll; fallen, fallen. M E fallen ; fël,fel, fil ; fallen. 

Vowel-change (ai . . e i . . ei-n). 

6 5 5 . l i e ; l a y ; la in . O E strong V j-verb licgan, hrg, 

gelegen, imper. sing, lige, etc. T h e M E development of this 

verb is analogous to that of the other eg-verbs (586) . In 

Early Southern the infin. liggen was preserved by the side of 

the imper. lie; but in the Nor th -Thames dialects it was 

levelled under the g-forms, becoming Un, lien. T h e Standard 

M E forms are lien, lai, pret. partic. leien, lein. 
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-—chide, chode, chidden—on the analogy of ride, rode, ridden. 
T h e pret. partic. was then shortened to chid, and extended to 
the pret. T h e verb is nearly obsolete in the present spoken 
English, h ide , h id , h i d d e n is a strong verb of similar recent 
formation, except that it does not seem to have developed 
any pret. analogous to Early M n E chode: O E hydan, hydde, 
M E hiden, hidde. 

Vowel-change (ij . . i j . . ij-n). 

661. b e a t ; b e a t ; b e a t e n . O E strong I beatan, biot, 
beaten. 

Vowel-change (ai . . o). 

6 6 2 . s h i n e ; shone . O E strong V I soman, scan, scinen. 

Vowel-change (e . . o . . o-n). 

663 . ( for)get ; f o r g o t ; forgot ten , got . In O E the 
s trong V verb giefan, gytan (gelan); geaf (gcel); gielen, gyten 
(geten) occurs only in the compounds begietan ' ge t / ongietan 
' unders tand/ forgietan ' forget ' and a few others. In M E 
begiten, begeten was shortened to giten, geten through the in­
fluence of the Scandinavian geia, gat, getinn ' g e t / or rather 
the Scandinavian word was substituted for it. 

664 . t r e a d ; t r o d ; trodden . O E s t rong V tredan, 
tned, Ireden. M E trgden, trad, trgden and—-by the analogy 
of broken, etc.—trgden, troden. 

Vowel-change (ij . . o . . o -n) . 

6 6 5 . s e e t h e ; t s o d , s e e t h e d ; s o d d e n , t s o d , s e e t h e d . 
O E strong VI I séopan, seap, soden. 

Vowel-change (uw . . o) . 

666. s h o o t ; shot . O E strong V I I sceolan, sciat, scoten. 
N 

Vowel-change (e . . e i . . v). 
6 5 8 . c o m e ; c a m e ; c o m e . O E strong IV, with anom­

alous weak vowel in the pres. and infin. and exceptional 
extension of the vowel of the pret. plur. to the pret. sing. : 
cuman; cwom, com; c(w)omon ; cumen. T h e pret. com was 
preserved in Standard M E , but was partially supplanted by 
the new formation cam on the analogy of the strong verb I V 
nimen ' take, ' nam, nomen. ca?n underwent the usual length­
ening into came in M n E . 

Vowel-change (i . . e i . . i-n). 

657 . g i v e ; g a v e ; g i v e n . O E giefan (gefan); geaf 

Vowel-change (ai . . i). 

6 5 8 . l i g h t ; l it , l i g h t e d . O E weak Uhlan, lihte ' i l lu­
m i n a t e ' and ' m a k e light,' ' a l l ev ia t e ' [leoht adj. ' l ight of 
co lour ' and ' light of we igh t ' ] . T h e r e was a third O E weak 
verb Uhlan, alihlan ' alight from a horse.' T h e M n E verb 
light in light on must be referred to this last. T h e conson­
antal preterite-form lit does not, of course, appear till light 
had become (bi t ) , that is, in the M n E period, when it arose 
from imitation of bite, bit, etc. T h e verb alight still keeps 
the older consonantal inflexion, which is also used in the 
other verbs. 

Vowel-change (ai . . i . . i-n). 

6 5 9 . b i t e ; b i t ; b i t t en . O E strong V I bitan. T h e 
shortened pret. partic. is still kept in the phrase the biter bit. 

6 6 0 . c h i d e ; c h i d ; c h i d d e n . O E weak cidan, cidde. 
M E chtden, chidde. In Early M n E the verb was made strong 
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Standard M E scheten, schgt, schoten. T h e r e is also an infin. 
schuten in M E , whose u p r o b a b l y = # from O E eo, as in choose 
( 8 8 0 ) , which afterwards became (uu) and was written 00 in 
Early M n E . 

Vowel-change (ai . . ou) , 

667. c l i m b ; t c l o m b , c l i m b e d . O E strong I I I dim-
man, clamm, clummen and also climban, clamb, clumben, 
although the latter is found only in late texts. M E climmen, 
clam, clommen and climben, clgmb {clamb), clomben. 

Vowel-change (ai . . o u . . i-n). 

6 6 8 . ( a ) b i d e ; f b o d e , t b i d , b i d e d ; t b i d e n , f b i d , 
b i d e d . O E strong V I bidan ' w a i t / abidan ' endure / M E 
(a)biden, bgd, biden, there being also a weak pret. abidde. 

6 6 9 . d r i v e ; drove , t d r a v e ; d r i v e n . O E strong V I 
drifan. So also r ide , rode , r i d d e n ; r i se , rose , r i s e n ; 
shrive , t s h r o v e , s h r i v e d , s h r i v e n ; smi te , smote , 
s m i t t e n ; s tr ide , s trode , t s t r i d d e n , s t r o d e ; wr i t e , 
wro te , w r i t t e n from O E st rong V I ridan, drisan, serif an, 
smitan ' smear / stridan, writan. 

6 7 0 . s t r i v e ; s t r o v e ; s t r i v en . M E strong V I striven, 
strgf striven, which is the Old French estriver [from Old 
Low-German strip 1 strife *] made into a strong verb on the 
analogy of driven. 

671. thr ive ; t h r o v e ; t h r i v e n . M E priven from the 
Scandinavian strong reflexive verb prifask. 

Voivel-change (ei . . ou) . 

672 . w a k e ; w o k e , w a k e d . O E strong I I wacan, woe, 
wacen, generally compounded with on- : onwacan, awacan. 
(on)wacan and the weak d(woecnian), wacian ' keep awake ' 

are intransitive. T h e corresponding transitive verb is 
wgtcan, weahte, wghte. M E has (a)waken, wok, waken and 
wakien, wakede; wakenen, wak(e)nede. T h e (ou) instead of 
(uw) in the M n E woke is probably due to the influence of the 
numerous preterites of the shine-class—rose, etc. 

6 7 3 . s t a v e ; s tove , s taved . Th i s verb was first formed 
in M n E from the noun stave ' piece of a cask/, itself a la te 
formation from staves, plur. of staff. Its vocalic inflexion is 
of course the result of analogy. 

Vowel-change (ei . . o u . . ou-n). 

674 . b r e a k ; broke , t b r a & e ; b r o k e n , t b r o k e . O E 
strong I V brecan, broec, brocen. 

Vowel-change (ij . . o u . . ou-n) . 

6 7 5 . f r e e z e ; f r o z e ; frozen, t f r o r e O E strong V I I 
freosan,freas, froren. 

6 7 6 . h e a v e ; hove , h e a v e d ; t h o v e n , hove , h e a v e d . 
O E strong j-verb I I hgbban, hop, hafen. M E hebben, hgven ; 
hbf haf; hgven, hgven, the last form being due to the in­
fluence of the infin., while haf, hgven are due to the influence 
of wgven, waf woven (679). The re was also a weak M E 
pret. hefde, hevede. T h e M n E hove probably points to a 
M E pret. y ^ w i t h the vowel of the pret. partic. 

677 . s p e a k ; spoke , t s p a k e ; s p o k e n , t s p o k e . O E 
strong V sprecan, sproec, sprecen. In Late O E this verb 
began to drop its r—especially in the Kentish dialect. 
In M E the r disappeared entirely, and the pret. pan ic , 
took 0 on the analogy of broken, e t c . : spgken, spak, spgken, 
spgken. 

6 7 8 . s t e a l ; s t o l e ; s to len. O E strong I V stelan, steel, 
stolen. 

N 3 
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Vowel-chânge (ei . . 0). 

6 8 8 . f r e i g h t ; * fraught , f r e i g h t e d . T h e Late M E 

weak verb fraughten [imported from Dutch ?] was made into 

freight in Early M n E by the influence of the synonymous 

fret, and fraught itself came to be regarded as the pret. of 

this new verb freight by a vague association with work, 

wrought, etc. But fraught was still used as a pres. in Ear ly 

M n E : the good ship . . . and the fraughting souls within her 

(Shakespere). 

Vowel-change (ia . . o . . o-n). 

6 8 7 . s h e a r ; t s h o r e , t s h a r e , s h e a r e d ; shorn , 

t sheared . O E strong I V scier an (seeran)-, sâear (scœr); 

scoren. 

Vowel-change (ij . o . . ij-n). 

8 8 8 . s e e ; s a w ; s e e n . O E strong V seon ; seah (sœh) ; 

sdwon (sëgon) ; sewen (segen). In Late Northumbrian the 

adjective gesêne—West-Saxon gesiene 'visible' was used as the 

prêt, partie. Early M E sêon, sen; seih (Southern), sah, 

sauh prêt. plur. sgwen, sêien ; prêt, pa r t i e seien, sein. I n La te 

M E the pret. sing, forms dropped the h by the influence of 

the pret. plur. and prêt, pa r t i e , giving set, sai and saw, the 

last being the usual Nor th -Thames form, especially in 

Northumbrian, which also kept the Old-Northumbrian pret. 

partie, in the form of sen. T h e Standard M E inflections 

are sê(?i) ; seigh, sai; (i)sein. I n M n E the Northern pret. 

saw and prêt, partie, seen were introduced into the Standard 

dialect. 
Vowel-change (ae . . . u) . 

6 8 9 . s t a n d ; s t o o d . O E s t rong I I with n inserted in 

the pres. etc. : standan, s tod, standen. 

6 7 9 . w e a v e ; w o v e , w e a v e d ; w o v e n , w e a v e d . O E 

strong V wefan, waif, wefen. M E wfoen, waf wgven, wgven. 

Vowel-change (uw . . o u . . ou-n). 

8 8 0 . c h o o s e ; c h o s e ; chosen . O E strong V I I ceosan, 

ceas, coren. M E chesen, chgs, chosen. The re was also a West -

Midland inlin. chUsen with the regular West-Midland change 

of O E eo into U. In Early M n E (tjiuz) became (tjuuz), 

which was written phonetically choose, al though the older 

spelling chuse survived till the end of the last century, chese 

also occurs in Early M n E . 

Vowel-change (ai . . o). 

681 . fight; fought . O E strong I I I feohtan (fehtan); 

feaht (fcehf); fohten. M E fighien, faught, foughten. I n the 

pret. Early M n E fluctuates between au and ou. 

Vowel-change (ea . . o . . D-n). 

6 8 2 . b e a r ; bore, t b a r e ; born(e) . O E strong IV 

beran, bar, boren. M n E makes a distinction between born in 

the sense of French ne and borne='carried' which did not 

exist in O E or M E . 

6 8 3 . s w e a r ; swore , t s w a r e ; s w o r n . O E strong j -

verb I I swgrian, swdr, swaren, sworen, the 0 of the last form 

being due to the influence of the preceding w. M E swerien, 

swgren; swor, swdr; swgren. swdr is, of course, due to the 

analogy of bgren, bar. 

6 8 4 . t e a r ; tore, t t a r e ; torn. O E strong I V leran. 

6 8 5 . w e a r ; wore , t w a r e ; w o r n . O E weak wgrian, 

wgrede 'wear clothes/ T h e vocalic forms were first developed 

in Early M n E by the analogy of bear. 
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182 ACCIDENCE. [§ 690. 

Vowel-change (ei . . . u . . . ei-n). 

6 9 0 . f o r s a k e ; f o r s o o k ; forsaken . O E strong I I 
forsacan {renounce,'' d e n y / So also shake , shook, s h a k e n , 
from O E strong I I scacan. 

691 . t a k e ; t o o k ; t a k e n , *ta'en. M E strong I I taken, 
tok, taken from Scandinavian taka, tok, tgkinn. In Northern 
this verb was contracted like make, and the pret. p a n i c taen 
passed into Standard M n E . 

Vowel-change (ai . . . u w . . . ou-n). 

6 9 2 . f ly; flew; flown. O E strong V I I fleogan (flegan, 
fligan); fleag, fleah (fleh); flugon; flogen. M E flen, flien; 
fieigh, fley—with the same dropping of final h as in sei= O E 
gesazh—fly\ pret. plur.flowen,flgwen (influence of pret. pa r t i c ) ; 
pret. partic. flgwen. T h e Early M n E pret. flew (fliu) probably 
arose in the same way as drew, etc. (573) . 

Vowel-change (ei . . . u w . . . ei-n). 

6 9 3 . s l a y ; s l e w ; s la in . O E strong I I slean (from 
sleahan); slog, sloh; slagen, slagen, slggen. M E Southern 
sign, Midland sign, Nor thern sla; sloh, Late M E slough, slow 
= t ( s l u u ) ; pret. partic. slawen, sleien, slain. In M n E , the ai of 
the pret. partic. was extended to the infin., and the ow of the 
pret. underwent the usual analogical change into ew. T h e 
archaic forms slee = slea, pret. slue still lingered in Ear ly 
M n E . 

Vowel-change (ou . . . u w . . . ou-n). 

6 9 4 . b l o w ; b l e w ; b l o w n , b l o w e d . O E strong I 
bldwan ' b l o w ' (of wind), bleow, bldwen and blowan i b loom/ 
bleow, bldwen. M E blgwen, blew, blgwen and bldwen, blew, 
bldwen. 

§701.] VERBS: MIXED. 183 

6 9 5 . c r o w ; crew, c r o w e d ; t c r o w n , c r o w e d . O E 
strong I crawan, creow, crdwen. g r o w , g r e w , g r o w n ; 
k n o w , k n e w / k n o w n from O E st rong Igrowan, endwan. 

Vowel-change (p . . . u w . . . D-n). 

6 9 6 . d r a w ; d r e w ; d r a w n . O E s t rong I I dragan; 
drog, droh; dragen. 

M I X E D V E R B S . 

6 9 7 . The re are several verbs which have a strong pret. 
partic. in -en with a regular consonantal pret. Some of 
these are old strong verbs which have become partially 
consonantal ; but others are weak verbs which have taken 
the partic. ending -en by the influence of old strong verbs 
which they happen to resemble. I n the following list the 
latter class are marked %. 

6 9 8 . g o ; w e n t ; g o n e . O E strong I gan, gangan; 
geong, eode (weak) ; gegan, gegangen. M E gg(n), gauge(n); 
ybde, wente; gg(n), gangen. In M E the longer form gang 
was gradually restricted to the Northern dialect. T h e cur­
tailed Southern pret. partic. gg is still preserved in the adverb 
ago= O E agon * passed ' (of time). 

6 9 9 . grave , g r a v e d ; graven , g r a v e d . O E strong I I 

grafan, grof, grafen. 
7 0 0 . h e w ; h e w e d ; h e w n , h e w e d . O E strong I heawan, 

heow, heawen. 
701 . t l ade , l o a d ; t l a d e d , l o a d e d ; l a d e n , t l a d e d , 

t l o a d e n , loaded. O E strong I I hladan, hlod, Maiden, hladen. 
T h e M n E change of lade into load is through the influence 
of the noun load, M E Igde = O E lad (fern.) ' leading/ ' way/ 
connected with Icedan ' l e a d / which had also the meaning 
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184 ACCIDENCE. [§ 702. 

1 car ry / so that in M E Igde came to mean ' load/ and was 
at last confused with the verb laden. 

7 0 2 . m e l t ; m e l t e d ; m o l t e n , m e l t e d . O E strong I I I 
viellan. molten is now used only as an adjective. 

7 0 3 . m o w ; m o w e d ; m o w n , m o w e d . O E strong I 
mdwan, meow, mdwen. 

7 0 4 . r i v e ; r i v e d ; r iven , r ived . M E strong V I riven, 
rgf, riven from the Scandinavian rifa. 

7 0 5 . J s a w ; s a w e d ; s a w n , s a w e d . M E weak saw{i)en. 
M n E sawn by the analogy of drawn. 

7 0 6 . s h a p e ; s h a p e d ; s h a p e n , shaped. O E strong 
I I j-verb scieppan, scyppan (scgppan); scop; scapen, scoepen. 
In M E this verb was influenced by the Scandinavian verb 
skapa, shop. 

707 . s h a v e ; s h a v e d ; s h a v e n , shaved . O E strong I I 
scafan, scop, scafen. 

7 0 8 . J s h o w ; s h o w e d ; s h o w n , s h o w e d . O E weak 
sceawian, sceawode ' survey/ ' look a t / M E schgtv(i)en, 
schgwien, Northern schaw. Early M n E shew and show, 
shown by the analogy of known, etc. 

7 0 9 . s o w ; s o w e d ; s o w n , s o w e d . O E strong I sdwan, 
seoiu, sdzven. 

710. J s t r e w ; s t r e w e d ; s t r e w n , s trewed . O E weak 
strgwian, sireowian. M E slrezven, strgwen, strawen. strewn 
by the analogy of hewn. 

711. s w e l l ; s w e l l e d ; s w o l l e n , swe l l ed . O E strong 
I I I szvellan. 

ISOLATED FORMS. 

712. Some obsolete verbs occur only in isolated forms, 
namely quoth, hight, iclept, wont. 

713. q u o t h . O E strong V cwepan, cwap, cwddon, 

§ 7 ' 7 J VERBS: ANOMALOUS. 

gecweden ' s a y / In M E the strong consonant of the infin. 
was kept th roughou t : cwepen, cwap, icwepen; so also 
bicwepen ' b equea th / which in M n E is consonantal—be­
queathed. In Late M E the simple cwepen was gradually dis­
used except in the pret. sing. As cwap was often unstressed 
in such combinations as cwap -he, it developed a weak form 
cwod, quod through the regular rounding of unstressed a into 
0 after a lip-consonant, as in O E Öswold— earlier Oswald. 
T h e explanation of the d is that cwap he etc. were made into 
(kwajree) which became (kwafree, kwoc5*ee); and when 
(kwoft) was detached and received strong stress—as it na tu­
rally would—the final (<5), being an unfamiliar sound in strong 
syllables, was changed into (d). T h e form quoth is a blend­
ing of strong quath and weak quod. 

714. h i g h t ' i s named, called,' ' w a s called/ M E highte 
is a blending of the O E passive form hätte ( 478 ) and heht, 
the active pret. of the same verb hdtan. 

715. i c l e p t = M E iclgped, O E gecleopod ' c a l l e d ' the pret. 
partic. of the weak verb cleopian, clipian. 

716. w o n t ' accus tomed ' = O E gewunod, pret. partic. of 
the weak verb gewunian [gewuna ' cus tom/ ' habit . ' ] 

ANOMALOUS VERBS. 

717. Most of the M n E verbs that we class as anomalous 
are old preterite-present verbs. T w o of these preterite-
present verbs-—dare and owe = O E dearr, dg—have been 
made regular in certain meanings. T h e original inflections of 
these verbs have been much curtailed in M n E , most of them 
having only the inflections of the finite present and preterite. 
T h e only one which has an infin. is dare, which seems to 
have taken it from the regularly inflected verb dare. T w o of 
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the old preterite-present verbs—must and ought—occur now 
only in the O E preterite forms, which have taken the place 
of the O E present mot and ag, so that these verbs are incap­
able of marking the distinction between pres. and pret. 

718. can, c a n s t ; c o u l d , cou lds t . O E cann, canst, 
plur. cunnon) pret. cupe\ infin. cunnan ' know. ' M E can, 
canst, plur. connen, can; coupe, coude; infin. connen. coude 
probably owes its d to the influence of wolde and scholde 
(723 , 724) . In Early M n E coud(e) it was made into could on 
the analogy of should and would— O E scolde, wolde. 

719. dare , darest , (he) dare , t d a r e s ; d u r s t ; infin. 
dare . O E dearr, dearst, durron; dorste; M E dar, ddr (as 
in the pret. bar), darsl; dorste, durste with the u of O E 
durron; infin. durren, daren, of which the former represents 
the probable O E infin. durran, the latter being a new-forma­
tion from ddr. In M n E dare in the transitive sense of 
' chal lenge ' has become quite regular : he dared htm to do it. 
T h e intransitive pres. partic. daring is used only as an adjec­
tive. 

7 2 0 . m a y , m a y s t ; m i g h t , m i g h t s t . O E mo?g, pu 
meaht (iJiaihi), miht, plur. magon; pret. meahte (incehte) mihte 
' be able.' [Compare mcegen, meaht, miht ' power/ ' force/] 
T h e M E forms seem to have been influenced by another O E 
preterite-present verb of similar meaning, namely deag, deah 
' avai l ' plur. dugon; pret. dohte; infin. dugan. T h e M E 
forms are : mai, miht, and, very late, mayst, plur. mawen, 
muwen, moun; pret. mahle, mihte, ?nohle. 

721. t m o t e (muut ) ; m u s t . O E mot, most, mbton\ 
moste i m a y / M E mot, most, motew, moste. T h e pres. sur­
vived only as an archaism in Early M n E : as fair as fair 
mote be (Spenser). Already in M E the pret. was used in the 
sense of the pres., and in Early M n E this usage became 

§ 724.] VERBS: ANOMALOUS. 187 

fixed. I t began with the use of the pret. subj.—which was 
practically indistinguishable from the pret. indie.—to express 
mild command, so that pou moste—'you would be ab le / 'you 
might* was understood to mean ' y o u will have t o / ' y o u 
must / T h e vowel of moste passed through (uu) into (u) in 
Early M n E , the shortening having probably begun in the 
weak form. 

722 . ( o w e ) ; o u g h t . O E ag, ah, pu aht, aht, plur. agon; 
pret. dhle, ahle; infin. dgan ' possess/ T h e adjective dgen 
' o w n ' is an old pret. partic. of this verb. F rom dgen is 
formed the weak verb dgnian, ' appropriate/ ' possess/ I n 
Early M E ahte developed regularly into a(u)hte, but after­
wards p was introduced from the infin. etc., giving p(u)hle. 
In M E pwen in the sense of ' possess ' soon took regular 
weak inflection—I pwe, we pwep, etc.—still keeping the older 
puhte as its pret. T h e meaning ' possess ' gradually de­
veloped into that of ' have a deb t / ' owe/ which, again, de­
veloped the abstract meaning ' ough t / especially in the pret., 
which by degrees took the function of a pres. in the same 
way as must (721). 

7 2 3 . shal l , s h a l t ; s h o u l d , shou lds t . O E sceal (sca?l), 
scealt (scaelf), sculon; sdolde, Northumbrian scalde by the 
analogy of walde (724)=wolde . M E schal, schalt, schulen, 
schullen (by the analogy of zvillen); scholde, schulde (by the 
influence of schulen). 

7 2 4 . w i l l , w i l t ; w o u l d , w o u l d s t ; imper. w i l l . Th i s 
verb was in O E originally a strong subjunctive preterite, with 
which pres. ind ie forms were afterwards mixed: wile, zville, 
wilt, willap; wolde, walde (originally w e a k ? ) ; infin. willan. 
In O E this verb has, together with several other verbs in very 
frequent use, special n e g a t i v e forms, the result of contraction 
with a preceding ne ' n o t ' : ic ttyle, pu nylt, he nyle, we nyllap; 
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nolde, etc. One of these negative forms is still preserved in 
the phrase willy nilly, Early M n E will he, nill he—OE wile 
he, nylehe. T h e M E forms are : wile, wole, zvilt, wolt, willep, 
willen, wollen; wolde, walde, wolde, whose (u) is the result of 
the influence of the pres. forms wole, etc., which were prob­
ably at first weak forms, in which the w rounded the follow­
ing vowel and gradually assimilated it to itself. 

7 2 5 . + w o t ; t w i s t . O E wdl, wdsl, wilon; wisle ; witan ; 
witende. T h e adjective gewiss 1 cer tain ' is an old pret. partic. 
of this verb. M E wgt, wgst, wilen ; infin. witen; pres. partic. 
witinge. In Early M n E wot was sometimes made the base 
of a regular verb : he wotteth, wots, pret. wotted, pres. partic. 
wotting. T h e old pres. partic. still survives in the adverb 
unwittingly, and the infin. in the adverb phrase to wit— 
viz. 

T h e M E adjective iwis= OE gewiss has in MnE been often 
wrongly divided i wis, as if it were the pronoun / with a verb 
equivalent to wot, a view which has been further supported in 
recent times by the chance resemblance of the Modern German 
equivalent of wot, namely weiss, plur. wissen. 

726 . need . Th i s verb agrees with the preterite-present 
verbs in having no ^-inflection. T h e loss of the s—which 
seems to have begun in the transition from M E to M n E — i s 
apparently partly the result of similarity of meaning to that 
of the preterite-present ve rbs ; but the absence of the in­
flectional s is partly due to the verb need ' r equ i re ' being 
formed directly from the noun need through the am­
biguity of such sentences as Early M n E what need all this 
waste P 

W e now come to the anomalous auxiliary verbs be, have, 
do. 

§ 729-3 
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727. T h e verb be in O E is made up of three distinct roo t s ; 
that seen in (a) is, are, (b) was, and (e) be:—* 

Ind ie Subj. 
Pres. Sing. 1 eom (earn); beo sie, sy; beo 

2 eart (earp); bist sie, sy; beo 
3 isj bip sie, sy; beo 

Plur. sind, sindon (earon); beop sien, syn; beon 
Pret. Sing. 1 wees wäre 

2 wäre wäre 
3 was wäre 

Plur. wäron wären 
Imper. Sing, wes; beo In f in . wesan; beon 

Plur. wesap; beop Gerund tö wesennej tö 
beonne 

Partic. Pres, wesende 

728 . T h e ea in eart and the Anglian earn, ear on is a 
weakening of eo (368) , preserved in the West-Saxon eom 
and the occasional eort, eorun. I n Late Northumbrian this 
ea undergoes the usual further weakening into a: am, arp, 
aron. 

729 . T h e Standard M E forms a r e : am, art, is, be(n); 
subj. be, be(n); pret. was, wgr(e), was, wgre(n); pret. subj., 
wer(e), wgre(n); imper. be, bep; infin. be(n); participles 
beinge, be(n). T h e M E pret. partic. is, of course, an 
analogical new-formation. T h e North-Thames plur. ar(n) 
is still rare in Standard M E , but is firmly established in Early 
M n E , which inflects: am, art, is, are) subj. be; pret. was, 
7*'-ist, wert, plur. were; subj. pret. were, wert, were; infin. be; 
partic. being, been. T h e use of be in the pres. indie, is still 
kept up in Early M n E : / be, thou beest, they be, etc. ; the 
form he bes is, however, very rare. The re is in M n E a 
tendency to get rid of the distinctively subjunctive inflections 
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of this verb not only by using ' thou beest as if it were a 
subjunctive—if thou beest = if thou be—but also by substi­
tuting if I was for if I were, etc. was —were was frequent 
in the last century not only as a subjunctive, but also in the 
\n6\c.you was. In the present Spoken English the distinc­
tion between was and were is strictly maintained, the 
substitution of was for were being a vulgarism. T h e subj. 
pres. is, on the other hand, extinct in the spoken language, 
except in a few phrases. 

7 3 0 . have . T h e O E infections resemble those of 
libban ( 5 0 6 ) : hcebbe, hafast, hafsl, hafaj>, hafb, plur. habbaj>; 
subj. hmbbe, habben; pret. hcefde; imper. hafa, habbap; 
infin. habban; partic. hcebbende, gehcefd. In M E the old bb 
was gradually supplanted by the » = O E / o f the other forms, 
the v itself being often dropped by contraction. T h e 
Standard M E forms a r e : have, weak hav, hast, hap, plur. 
hdve(n), han, han; pret. hadde\ pret. partic. had. In M E 
the weak short-vowel forms gradually supplanted the long-
vowel ones ; but we keep the long-vowel forms in the 
derivative behave, pret. behaved—ME behdven. T h e M n E 
literary forms a r e : have, hast, hath, has plur. have; subj. 
pres. have; pret. indie, had, hadst; pret. subj. had; imper. 
and infin. have; partic. having, had. Early M n E still kept 
the shortened infin. ha, a=ME han: she might a been 
(Shakespere). 

731. do. O E do, dest (dcest), dip {d&P), plur. doP; 
pret. weak dyde; imper. do, dop; infin. don; partic. donde, 
gedon. T h e mutation in dest, dep is common to all the 
dialects. In Standard M E the 0 of the other parts of the 
verb supplanted the older e: do, dost, dop, plur. don; dide ; 
imper. do, dop; partic. doinge do(n). In M n E (uu) = 
M E 5. 

§ 734.] PARTICLES: ADVERB-ENDINGS. 191 

P A R T I C L E S . 

732 . All the O E particles are either p r i m a r y or 
s e c o n d a r y . T h e secondary particles are formed from 
other (declinable) parts of speech ; thus ham in he eode 
ham ' h e went h o m e ' is formed from the masc. noun ham 
' h o m e / ' homestead/ Primary particles, such as be ' b y / 
swd ' s o ' are not formed from other parts of speech. 
There is no strict division between the three classes of 
particles, most of the prepositions being used also as adverbs, 
some adverbs being used also as conjunctions. T h u s air is a 
preposition in mr dcege ' before day(break) / an adverb in he 
eft wees papa swd he air wees 1 he was pope again as he was 
before/ and a conjunction in dr pcet flod com 'before the 
flood came.' 

733 . Some of the particles are s i m p l e , some der ivat ive , 
such as uf-an 1 above/ some c o m p o u n d (group-compounds), 
such as be-neopan ' beneath/ which is compounded with the 
preposition be. T h e above are primary adverbs. Secondary 
particles also admit of the same divisions, such as hdm^soplue 
' truly/ ealne-weg 1 always/ literally 1 all (the) way/ 

A d v e r b - e n d i n g s . 

734. In OE, adverbs are regularly formed from adjectives 
by adding -e, a preceding 03 being generally changed to a: 
deope 'deeply/ hearde1 s trongly/ ' severely/ nearwe 'narrowly/ 
late ' s lowly/ 'wi th delay ' from deop, heard ' h a r d / ' s t r o n g / 
' severe/ ncaru, tcet * slow/ Adjectives with a mutated vowel 
often have an unmutated vowel in the adverb, as in sofie 
4 gently/ ' luxuriously/ swote ' sweetly ' corresponding to the 
adjectives sefte (scefte), swete (sweete). T h e numerous adjec-
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