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SHORT HISTORICAL ENGLISH
GRAMMAR.

HISTORY OF ENGLISH.

Prrrops.

1. The name ‘ English language’ in its widest sense com-
prechends the linguage of the English people from their
first settlement in Britain to the present time. For the sake
of convenience we distinguish three main stages in the his-
tory of the language, namely Old English (OE), Middle
English (ME), and Modern English (MnE). OE may
be defined as the period of fu// endings (mona, sunne, Sunu,

. stinas), ME as the period of levelled endings (mone, sunne,

sunc. stines), MnE as the period of /st endings (moon, sun,

¢ sony stones = stounz). We further distinguish periods of tran-
~ sition between these main stages, each of which latter is
- further divided into an early and a late period. The dates
¢ of these periods are, roughly, as follows :—

| Early Old English (E. of Alfred)
. Late Old English (E. of Zlfric)

. : . 700-900

; 9oo~1100
. Transition Old English (E. of Layamon) . . 1100-1200
. Early Middle English (E. of the Ancren Riwle) . 1200-1300
Lale Middle English (E. of Chaucer)- . . 1300-1400
Transition Middle English (Caxton E.) . 1400-1500
Early Modern English (TudorE.; E. of Shakespere) 1500-1650

. : . . 1650~

C)K@r) : (97
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLISH. (s 2.

to which may be added Present English, by which we
understand the English of the present time as spoken,
written, and understood by educated people, that is, roughly
speaking, 19th-century English.

CoGNATE LANGUAGES.

2. English belongs to the Arian family of languages,
descended from a hypothetical Parent Arian language, the
chief of which are given in the following table, different
periods of their development being separated by dashes:—

(A) East-Arian, or Asiatic: .

() Sanskrit, the sacred language of India—Pali—Bengali
and the other Graurian languages of India.

(8) Iranian languages: Zend or Old Bactrian. Old
Persian, which is the language of the Cuneiform inscriptions

—Modern Persian.

(¢) Armenian, which is really half-way between East- and .

West-Arian.
(B) West-Arian or European:

(d) Greek—Romaic or Modern Greek.

(¢) Latin—the Romance languages : Italian, Provengal,
French (Old French, Modern French), Spanish, Portuguese,
Roumanian.

(f) Celtic languages. Gaulish. The Goidelic group:
Irish, Manx, Gaelic. The Cymrie group: Welsh, Cornish,
Breton (introduced from Britain).

(¢) Slavonic languages. Old Bulgarian — Russian,
Polish, Bohemian, Servian, Bulgarian.

(%) Baltic languages. Lithuanian, Lettish.

(¢) Germanic languages.

3. The Germanic group, to which English belongs, con-
sists of the following languages :—

( 3
§ 8.] HISTORY OF ENGLISH, 3

(A) East-Germanic:
(a) Gothic.
(6) Scandinavian languages. West-Scandinavian group:
Norwegian, Icelandic. East-Scandinavian group: Danish,
- Swedish.
(B) West-Germanic:
E  (¢) Low German languages. Old Saxon—Dutch,Flemish.
© Anglo-Frisian group: English, Frisian.
(d) High German, or German.
" 4. English is then a member of the Anglo-Frisian group
of the Low German languages.

Old English.

5. In the fifth century—or perhaps earlier—Britain was
partially conquercd by a variety of Germanic tribes from the
ther side of the German Ocean, the chief of which were

(@) Saxons, from the country between the Elbe and the

(/) Angles, from the district still called Angeln in the

‘?‘,'South of Schleswig.

(¢) Jutes. from the North of Schleswig.
8. The first scttlement is said to have been that of the

]utcx who took Kent and the Isle of Wight.

7. The Saxons occupied the country south of the Thames ;

xcept Cornwall, where the Britons still kept their nationality.
2Some f the Saxons settled in Sussex; some north of the
~Thames in Middlesex and Essex; the remaining portion of
‘the tribe being called ¢ West-Saxons,” whence their state is

called “ Wessex.’ ,
8. The rest of England was occupied by the Angles.

:.;Lj)Suffolk and Norfolk were included under the name of

B2
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¢ East-Anglia.” Another tribe of Anglians occupied what
are now the Midland Counties, between the Thames and the
Humber. These were called Mercians, and their country
is called ‘Mercia” The country north of the Humber was
occupied by a variety of Anglian tribes included under the
name of Northumbrians. Ancient Northumbria extended
up to the Firth of Forth, and thus included the greater part
of what is now the Lowlands of Scotland.

9. All these tribes spoke the same language with slight
differences of dialect. These differences increased by degrees,
so that already in the 8th century we can distinguish four
main dialects: Northumbrian and Mercian, which together
constitute the Anglian group; and West-Saxon and
Kentish, which together constitute the Southern group.

10. All these tribes agreed in calling their common lan-
ouage English, that is, ¢ Anglish,” because the Angles were
for a long time the dominant tribe. The supremacy after-
wards passed to the West-Saxons, and their capital, Winchester,
became the capital of England; and West-Saxon became the
official and, to a great extent, the literary language all over
England. The West-Saxons still continued to call their
language English, the name ¢ Anglo-Saxon’ being used only
as a collective name for the people, not the language.

11. In this book OE words are always given—unless the
contrary is stated—in their Early West-Saxon forms; that is,
in the dialect of King Alfred.

CuarAcTerIsTIcS OF OLp ENGLISH.

12. The characteristics of OE are those of the other Low
German languages. It was, as compared with MnE, a highly
inflected language, being in this respect intermediate between

T —

\

§ 15.] HISTORY OF ENGLISH, 5

Latin and Modern German. In its syntax it closely resembled
' Modern German. It also resembled Modern German in
baving an unlimited power of forming new words by deriva-~
- tion and composition, as when it made Scribes and Pharisees
into ‘bookers and separation-saints’ (OE boceras and sundor-

haggan).

LaTiN INFLUENCE.

13. Nevertheless it adopted many Latin words, some of
’ which it brought with it from the Continent, such as gr@¢

“high road,” ‘ street,” mi/ ‘mile,’ casere ‘emperor’ from Latin
(via) sirata, milia (passuum), Caesar; while others were
learnt from the Romanized Britons, such as ceasfer ‘city,’
 Jaden ‘language’ from castra, (lingva) Latina. These are
all popular words.  There is another layer of learned words
- which came in after the introduction of Christianity in 597.
- Such words are déofol “devil, mynsler ¢ monastery, &
- verse, from diabolus, monasterium, versus.

LRV

CeLTic INFLUENCE.

- 14. Very few Celtic words came into OE, because the
Britons themselves were to a great extent Romanized, espe-

; cialiy the inhabitants of the cities, who were mainly the
-+ descendants of the Roman legionary soldiers.  drp ¢ druid,’
- *sorcerer” is an example of a Celtic word in OE.

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE.

15. Towards the end of the 8th century Scandinavian

- pirates—chicfly from Norway, but also from Denmark, all
- being indiscriminately called ¢ Danes’ by the Anglo-Saxons—
began to harass the coasts of England. By the end of the
next century they had conquered and settled East-Anglia (in

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892
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870), Mercia (in 874), and Northumbria (in 876); although
in the next century they were forced to acknowledge the
supremacy of the West-Saxon kings. In 1016 the whole of
England was conquered by the Danes, and England was
ruled by Danish kings till 1042, when the Anglo-Saxon royal
line was restored in the person of Edward the Confessor.

18. It is not till the close of the OE period that Scandi-
navian words appear. Even Late Northumbrian (of about
970) is entirely free from Scandinavian influence.

FrEncH INFLUENCE.

17. With the accession of Edward the Confessor in 1042
Norman influence begins ; and in 1066 the battle of Hastings
made the Norman duke William king of England, although
the actual conquest was not completed till roy1.

18. The Normans were Scandinavian by race, but their
language was a dialect of Old French.

19. The influence of Norman French on OE was of
course even slighter than that of Scandinavian, so that it
does not become a factor of importance till the ME period.
Nevertheless several French words passed into literary OE
even before the Conquest, such as caste/ ‘castle, capan
“fowl. - —

Middle English.

20. In its Middle period English went through much the
same changes as the other Germanic languages, though at a
quicker rate. Many of the sounds were changed, most of
the old inflections were lost, their place being supplied by
{orm-words—prepositions, auxiliary verbs, etc.—and many
words became obsolete.

§23) HISTORY OF ENGLISH. 7

DiaLects oF MippLE ENGLISH.

21. The Norman Conquest, by depriving the old West-
Saxon of its literary and political supremacy, gave free play
to the development of the dialects. Although the ME dialects
are continuations of the OE ones, it is convenient to call
most of them by different names. The main divisions are

. Northern, corresponding to the Old Northumbrian, Mid-
"land, corresponding to the Old Mercian, Southern, corre-

sponding to the old West-Saxon, and Kentish. We include
the first two under the term ‘North-Thames English,” the

~last two under ¢ South-Thames English.’

22. Of these dialects the Midland was the predominating

“one. Its commanding position in the heart of England

enabled it to exercise a direct influence on all the other
dialccts, while Southern and Northern were completely cut
off from one another. Hence even the earliest Southern of
about 1200 shows considerable influence of the Midland—or
Old Mercian- - dialect.

23. It is 10 be observed that the changes which distinguish ;
one period of English from another went on much faster in;
the North of England than in the South. In fact, the Old
Northumbrian dialect of the 1oth century had already entered
on its transition period—characterized by a general confusion
in the use of inflections, and was thus almost on a level with
the Ealy Southern Middle English of about 1200. Again,
the Northern dialect in its Early Middle period had got rid
of nearly all the inflections that are not preserved in MnE,
being thus several centuries ahead of the South-Thames
dialects. The Midland dialects were more conservative than
the Northern, though less so than the South-Thames dialects.
[t will be seen, then, that the criteria of full, levelled, and

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892
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lost endings by which we distinguish the periods of English
(1) apply only to the South-Thames dialects.

STRUGGLE BETWEEN FRENCH AND ENGLISH.

24. For a long time the two languages, French and
English, kept almost entirely apart. The English of rzo0
is almost as free from French words as the English of 1050}
and it was not till after 1300 that French words began to be
adopted wholesale into English.

25. Meanwhile English was steadily gaining the upper
hand. In 1258 we find it officially employed in the Procla-
mation of Henry III. In the next century French gradually
fell into disuse even among the aristocracy. In 1362 English
was introduced in the courts of law instead of French.
About the same time English took the place of French as
the vehicle of instruction in schools.

Rise or THE Loxpon DiaLEcr.

26. In the ME period the dialects had diverged so much
that speakers of the extreme Northern and extreme Southern
dialects were no longer able to understand one another, and
the need of a common dialect became pressing. Such a
common dialect can be formed only in a centre of intercourse
where speakers from all parts of the country meet constantly.
Such a centre was London, which now was not only the
capital of England, but also a place of great and growing
commercial importance.

27. The London dialect, as we find it in its earliest
document, the Proclamation of Henry III, shows such a
mixture of Midland and Southern forms as we might expect
from its position on the border-line between these two

§ 29.] HISTORY OF ENGLISH. 9

dialects. The Midland dialect was intermediate between the

two extremes, Northern and Southern, not only geographi-
cally but also linguistically; so that speakers of Midland
could understand both Northern and Southern much better
than Northerners and Southerners could understand one
another. Hence the Midland element in the London dialect
made the latter peculiarly fitted to serve as a means of
general communication. Hence also the Midland element
in the London dialect became stronger and stronger in the
course of the ME period, till at last even Northern forms
passed into it through the medium of the Midland dialect,
while Southern influence became weaker and weaker.

ScANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE.

28. Although the Norwegians and Danes spoke different
dialects, the difference between these dialects was very slight.
The Scandinavian words imported into English seem to be
mostly Danish. Although the Scandinavian dialects were
not intelligible to the Anglo-Saxons, yet the cognate languages
English and Scandinavian were so similar in structure and
had so many words in common, that the languages blended
together with the same facility as the races that spoke them.
English got the upper hand, but Scandinavian neverthelesz
left its mark on every English dialect, especially the Z!*I;as_t_v
Midland and Northern dialects, where the population was
hall Scandinavian. 11, fro in ‘to and fro,” bound in ‘ bound
for a place,” are examples of Scandinavian words in English
(Icclandic #2/-r “bad,’ f7a  from, bainn ‘ ready’).

FrENcH INFLUENCE.

29. The Norman French introduced into England was
not a uniform dialect, but was itself split up into local

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892
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varieties or sub-dialects, which in the Norman spoken in
England—the ‘Anglo-Norman’ or ‘Anglo-French’ language
—were mixed together indiscriminately. The loss of Nor-
. mandy in 1204 put an end to the influence of Continental
Norman; and henceforth Anglo-French was influenced only
by the literary French of Paris, this Parisian French having
the same predominance among the French dialects as London
English had among the English dialects. At the time when
the influence of Anglo-French on English begins to be
important—that is, in the late ME period—it was, therefore,
a mixture of Old French of different periods and different
dialects, modified by changes of its own, and also by the
influence of English itself, especially in its pronunciation.

30. French influence on English is most marked in the
vocabulary. Soon after the Conquest English ceased for
several centuries to be the language of the higher purposes
of life, and sank almost to a mere peasant’s dialect. So
when English came again into general use, it had lost a
great part of its higher vocabulary, for which it had to use
French words, such as sir, duke; captain, army, battle ;
sermon, preach. FEven when the English word was kept, the
same idea was often expressed by a French word, whence

lumerous synonyms such as woré and labour, weak and
Seeble.

\

LatiN INvLUENCE.

3l In Old French itself we must distinguish between
popular and learned words. The popular words in QOld
French, such as sie ‘lord from Latin senzpr ‘older,” are
simply Latin words which have undergone those changes
which take place in every language whose development is

natural and unimpeded. But as Latin was kept up as an

HISTORY OF ENGLISH. 11

§ 35.]

independent language throughout the Middle Ages, Latin
words were imported into Old French as well as the othfer
Romance languages, being used first in books, then in
ordinary speech. These learned words were kept as much
as possible unchanged, being pronounced as the.y were
written. It often happened that a Latin word which had
assumed : popular form in French, was re-imported direct
from Latin, so that chronological doublets were formed, such
as caitif “wretched’ and captif, both from Latin captivus,
whence the English caztzf and captive.

32. These lcarned French words were introduced into
ME in great numbers. Hence when Latin words came to
be imported directly into English, they were put into a French
shape on the analogy of those Latin words which had real'ly
been brought in through French. Thus when a word in
-tio, such as nomimdtio, was taken direct from Latin, it was
made into -tien (MnE nomination) on the analogy of the

older importations, such as nation (ME nacioun).

Modern English,

33. In the Middle period literary English was still dis-
unctly an inflectional language. In the Modern period it
became mainly uninflectional, with only scanty remains of
the older inflections.

34. The Modern period is that of the complete ascen-
dency of the London dialect, which henceforth is the only
one used in writing throughout England. IHenceforth the
other dialects of England continued to exist only as illiterate
forms of speech confined within narrow areas.

35. The spread of Modern London English—or ¢ Stan-
dard English,” as we may now call it —wag greatly aided by
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the introduction of printing in 14%6. The publication of
Tindal's translation of the New Testament in 1 525 paved
the way for the Authorized Version of 161 1, which made
Early Modern London English what it has ever since been—

the sacred or liturgical language of the whole English-speaking
race.

INFLUENCE OF oTHER LANGUAGES.

36. In the Early Modern period, the Renascence—the
revival of the study of the classical authors of Greece and
Rome—led to the adoption of an immense number of Greek
as well as Latin words, the Greek words being generally
Latinized, just as the Latin words imported into Middle
English were Frenchified.

87. As the first prose writings were mostly either trans-
lations from Latin, or else the work of scholars to whom
Latin was in some respects a more natural means of ex-
pression than English, it was inevitable that Early MnE
prose was greatly influenced by Latin, not only in vocabu-
lary, but also in grammatical structure and idioms. In a
few generations many Latin—and some Greek—words and
expressions which were at first purely learned and technical
passed into the language of everyday life; while, on the
other hand, many others became obsolete.

38. As the relations of England with other countries
became more extended, many words were imported into
English from almost every European language, especially
Dutch, French, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, and from
many other languages besides, such as Arabic, Persian, and
Turkish, and the native languages of America.

39. Standard English has always been influenced by the
different English dialects. The literary revival of Broad

§ 40.] HISTORY OF ENGLISH. 13

Scotch—which is really Modern Northumbrian—at the end
of the last century by Scott and Burns has introduced many
Scotch words into literary English.

Prriops.

40. The main general difference between Early and Late

Mnl is that the former is the period of experiment and com-|
parative licence both in the importation and in the formation

of new words, idioms, and grammatical constructions. The
Iate MnE period is, on the other hand, one of selection and“
organization.  The most marked differences in detail are the
gr;-:lt sound-changes undergone by the spoken language.——
changes which have been completely disguised by the fixity
of the orthography.
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cardinals: OE fwentigopa, Late ME twentipe. In Farly
MnE e was introduced by the analogy of the verb-inflection
-eth, but these ordinals were still pronounced (twentip, pirtip),
etc,, although the spelling has now altered the pronunciation
into (twenti-ip), etc.

460. In Early MnE the ordinal ending -/ was extended
to the high numerals, which before had no ordinal forms:
hundredth, which was pronounced (hundrep), thousandth,
millionth.

470. The OE ordinals werc inflected as weak adjectives.

471. In ordinal groups only the last member of the group
takes the ordinal form, the others being left in the shorter
cardinal form: fwenty-fifth or five-and-twenticth, hundred and
second.  'This usage prevailed alrendy in OF, as in on pam
fewd-and-twentigopan dige, where fwa is kept in the neuter,
although da¢ is masculine, because it forms a sort of group
compound with the ordinal.

472. The ordinals are used as nouns in MnE in the
combination of two ordinals to express fractional numbers, as
in fwo thirds of an inch.

VERBS.
0Old-English.

INFLECTIONS.

473. There are two main conjugations of verbs in OE,
strong and weak, distinguished mainly by the formation of
their preterites and preterite participles. If we compare these
parts of the verb with its infinitive, we find that strong verbs,
such as dindan * to bind,’ form their preterite by vowel-change

N
(
)
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—band ‘he bound’—and add - in the preterite participle
with or without vowel-change, ge- being often prefixed, in
weak as well as strong verbs—gebunden ¢ bound’; while weak
verbs, such as Azeran * hear,’ form their preterite and preterite
participle with the help of & or £: hierde, gehiered.

474. The following are the chief verb-endings of the
active voice, including the preterite participle passive.
Where two endings are given, the second is that of the
weak verbs. Observe that all three persons have the same
ending in the plural, and that the imperative exists only in the
second person.

Indicative. Subjunctive.
Present Singular 1 -¢ -e
2 st -e
3 4 -e
Plural -ap -en
Preterite Singular 1 -, -de -e, -de
2 -, -dest -¢, ~de
3 - -de e, -de
Plural -on, -don -en, ~den
Imperative Singular -, -, (- -a) Infinitive -an
Plural -ap Gerund  -enne
Participle Present  -ende

Preterite  -en, -ed

475. Verbs whose root ends in a vowel generally con-
tract; thus séor ‘ to see,” gan ‘to go,” conjugate i séo, 1 ga,
wé séoh, we gap compared with ¢ dinde, wé bindap.

476. For the plural ending -ap, both indic. and imper.,
-¢ is substituted when the pronoun comes immediately after
the verb: g¢ bindap, but binde gé. So also ga gé! compared
with g¢ gdp.  These forms were originally subjunctives,
binde g¢ being a shortening of binden gé.  So also in ga we
‘let us go” This change was often extended by analogy to

K
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the ending -on, as in mote wé < may we,’ sohte §Z ‘ ye sought’
compared with wé maolon, ¢ sohlon.

477. The passive voice, and many forms of the active voice
as well, are expressed by the combination of auxiliary verbs
with the pret. partic. and, more rarely, the pres. partic. The
chief auxiliary verbs are wesan ‘be,’ 'weorpan ‘become, and
habban < have, as in hé was gefunden, hé wearp gefunden ‘ he
was found,’ 4é #s gecumen ‘he has come,” hé hafp gefunden
*¢ he has found.’

478. But besides the pret. partic., there is a trace of the
old Germanic passive in the form Aatfe from Aafan, which is
both pres. ‘is named, called,” and pret. ¢ was called”’

479. The infinitive was originally an indeclinable abstract
noun formed from the corresponding verb, so that éindan
originally meant ‘ binding,’ ‘act of binding.” The gerund is
a similarly formed noun in the dative case governed by the
preposition 75, which always precedes it, as in he s 15
cumenne ‘he is to come’=Latin ventiirus est. It often
takes the @ of the infin—# cumanne.

480. The pret. partic,, as already stated, generally takes

ge- before it; but not if the verb already has ge- or a similar
inseparable prefix, as in jorgufen ‘forgiven,’ aliesed ‘re-
deemed.” In West-Saxon Azeran generally takes ge- through-
out: gehieran, gehiered.

481. Both participles are declined like adjectives: we
sindon gecumene, hé hafp hine gefundenne ¢ he has found him,’
literally ¢ he possesses him found.” But in the later language
the pret. partic. in combination with auxiliary %abban became
indeclinable through the original meaning having been
forgotten: Aé hafp hine gefunden.

482. In the older language the second person sing. ends
in -s: pu lufas ‘thou lovest, pit Ilufades. But already

1-
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in Early West-Saxon the regular forms are /lufast, lufa-
dest.

483. In Late Northumbrian inflectional 4 became s: 4é
bindes, weé bindas, ~
. 484. In Late OE the subj. plur. ending -ez was made
u.lto -on by the influence of the indic., as in g9/ 4y weron
“if they were,” compared with Early West-Saxon Stf hie
wdren. .
. %85. In Late OE the -s¢ of the 2nd pers. sing. pret.
indic. of weak verbs is extended to the subj.: g¢yf pa
lufodest ¢ if you loved’=Early West-Saxon g4f i lufode.

StrRONG VERBS.

486. In the strong verbs the plur. of the pret. indic.
often has a vowel different from that of the sing.: i dand,
wé bundon. The 2nd sing. pret. indic. and the whole pret.|
subj. always have the vowel of the pret. plur. indic.: pa
bunde, $1f 1¢ bunde, gif wé dunden. The following are the
“Early West-Saxon inflections of the strong verb Zindan —

Indic. Subj.

Pres. Sing. 1 éinde binde
2 bindest, bintst binde

3 bindep, bint binde
Plur. bindap binden

Pret. Sing. 1 band. bunde
2 bunde bunde

band bunde
Plur. bundon bunden
Imper. Sing. bind Infin.  bdindan

Plur. bindap Gerund % bindenne

Partic. Pres. bindende

Pret.  gebunden,
487. Some strong verbs are inflected like weak verbs every-
K2
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where except in the preterite forms. Thus swgrian © swear,’
pret. swor, is inflected like fzrzan (504) : pres. indic. swerige,
swgrest, swerep, sweriap; subj. pres. swgrige, swerigen ;
imper. swgre, swgriap; pres. partic. swgrigende. Many
strong verbs with double consonants, such as é:ddan ¢ pray,’
‘¢ask’ pret. dad, are inflected like sg#an (508): pres. indic.
bidde, bilst (bidest), bitt (bidep), biddap ; subj. pres. bidde,
bidden ; imper. bide, biddap ; pres. partic. biddende.

All of these verbs, both strong and weak, had a 7 before

' their endings in Germanic (148)—*swarjan, *farjan, *bidjan,
*saljan ; and hence all of them mutate their root-vowels. The
strong verb wépan ‘weep’ is also a ‘j-verb,’ as shown by its
mutation, the Anglian form being w@pan, and is declined like
the weak verb Zzeran, which however has the same endings as
a strong verb in the infinitive and present tenses, and so there
is nothing to distinguish the inflections of wépaz from those of
the ordinary j-less strong verbs: pres. wépe, wépst (wepest),

wépp (wepep), wepap ; imper. wep, etc.

488. The Germanic forms of the endings -s# -4 were -z,
-1p, which are still preserved in the oldest English: sznds,
bindzp.  In West-Saxon these endings mutated a preceding
vowel and then dropped their own vowels, as in j# Zest, hit
gréwp from liacan ‘ close, “lock, griwan ‘grow.” The re-
sulting consonant-combinations were modified in various
ways (147) : 25, dp, ddp were made into #, ¢, as in lé7 ¢ lets,
batt ¢ waits,” bitt ¢ asks,’ stgnt ¢ stands’ from Litan “let,” bidan,
diddan, standan ; and sp became s/, as in ces? ¢ chooses’ from
¢éosan.  Similar changes took place in the znd pers. sing. :
Dit bitst < you ask, pa ciest. In Anglian the full endings
-es (-est), -¢p were restored, the unmutated vowels being at
the same time restored: /lep, bideh, bidep, biddep, stpndep ;
biddes, céoses.

P

(
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489. The vowel-changes in the strong verbs are gener-
ally due to gradation (160), which is often accompanied by
consonant-change, as in weorpan, geworden (146). But in
some verbs the vowel of the pret. is the result of contraction
of Germanic and Arian reduplication; thus Aéo/d ‘held’
(infin. kealdan) is a contraction of *kehold, *hehald. Traces
of this reduplication are preserved in a few OE preterites,
such as /Aé-k4, later Aét (infin. katan “call, ‘ command’)=
Germanic *Aehait (Gothic haihail).

490. The following are the classes under which the
strong verbs fall according to their vowel-changes, each
class being named after a characteristic verb. A few exam-
ples only are given of each class. The special Anglian
forms are given in ( ). The forms are given in the order
infin,, pret. sing., pret. plur., pret. partic.

I. Reduplicative or fall-class.
491. The pret. sing. and plur. has @ or ¢, the pret.
partic. keeping the vowel of the infin, :—

Jeallan ( fallan) ‘fall”  féoll  jfeollon Jeallen ( fallen)
healdan (haldan) ‘hold’ Aéold — héoldon healden (halden)

cndgwan ‘know’ cnéow cneéowon cnnawen
growan ‘ grow’ gréow  gréowon growen
béatan ‘beat’ béot béoton béaten
hatan ‘ command’ helh)t  heé(h)ton haten
létan ‘let’ let leton l@ten

II. Shake-class.

492. These verbs have in the infin. a, eq, or, in j-verbs
the mutations ¢, 7, in the pret. sing. and plur. 4, in the pret.
partic. a, @:—

aran “go’ or oron Jaren
g
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scacan ‘ shake’ séoc scocon
hebban (148) raise’ hof hifon

III. Bind-class.

493. In the infin. 7, 7, ¢, eo followed by two consonants
one at least of which is nearly always a vowellike con-
sonant—rv, /, #, m; in the pret. sing. @, @, ez ; in the pret.
plur. # ; in the pret. partic. #, o.

bindan ‘bind’ band, bond bundon  bunden
gieldan (geldan) ‘pay’  geald (gald)  guldon  golden
helpan ‘help’ healp (halp)  hulpon holpen
berstan (144) “burst’ barst burston  borsten
weorpan ‘become’ wearp wurdon worden
Jeokian (fehtan) ‘fight’  feaht ( J@ht)  fulton  fohten

Scacen
hafen, hafen

IV. Bear-class.

494. In the infin. ¢, z, 7 followed by a single consonant
which is generally vowellike ; in Zrecan the vowellike conso-
nant precedes the vowel; in the pret. sing. @, @, ea; in the
pret. plur. &, éa, 6, G ; in the pret. partic. o, 2 —-

beran ¢ carry’ ber biron boren
brecan ¢ break’ brec brdcon. brocen
sc‘;z‘emﬂ (sceram) “cut’  scéar (scer)  scéaron (sceron) scoren
niman ‘take’ nan, ngm nomon, ndmon  numen

V. Give-class.

495. In the infin. ¢, 7, and, in the j-verbs z, followed by
a single, non-vowellike consonant, this class differing from
the last only in the pret. partic., which keeps the vowel of the
infin,, the mutated 7 of the j-verbs returning to e :—

Sprecan ¢ speak’ sprac Spréécon sprecen
gfefcm (‘g'eﬁm) ‘give’ geaf (gaf) geafon (gefon)  gicfen (gefen)
Sittan ‘sit’ st s@ton selten

licgan ‘lie’ leg lagon, lagon  legen
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VI. Shine-class.
4986. In the infin, 7; pret. sing. @; pret. plur. and pret.
partic. 7 :—
drifan ¢ drive’ draf  drifon drifen
sc¢inan ‘ shine’ séan scinon scinen
writan ‘write’ wrat writon writen

VII. Choose-class.
497. In the infin. éo, %; pret. sing. éa; pret. plur. #;
pret. partic. 0:—

béodan ‘ command’  biad budon boden
ceosan ‘ choose’ ceas curon coren
Jréosan ‘ freeze’ Jréas Jruron  froven

biigan ‘bend’ beag, béak  bugon bogen

Wrak VERBs.

498. The weak verbs fall under two main groups, ac-
cording as the vowel of the infin, is mutated or not. The
mutation-group comprises two classes, the hear-class (Azeran)
and the wean-class (wgnzarn), the unmutated verbs consti-
tuting the third or love-class (Zujfian).

I. Hear-class.

499. The following are the Early West-Saxon forms :—

Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 Jiere hiere
hierst hiere
3 hierp hiere
Plur. hierap hieren
Pret. Sing. 1 /Aierde hierde
2 Jierdest hierde
3 hierde hicrde
Plur. hierdon hierden

|
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Imper. Sing.  Azer Infin.  ‘Zieran
Plur. hierap Gerund 40 hierenne

Partic. Pres. hierende
Pret. hieved

500. This class adds -de in the pret. and -ed in the pret.
partic., where the ¢ is liable to be dropped when an inflec-
tional vowel is added, as in the nom. plur. gehzerde. ~ Verbs
ending in 4 d, ¢ drop the ¢ in the uninflected form also,
as in dsgnd ‘sent’ (infin. dsgndan), where d is a shortening of
dd. After the breath-consonants # ¢ the inflectional d is
unyoiced, and ¢ becomes %: méfan ‘find,” ¢ meet’ Semélt,
lcan ‘show’ geteht. But the full forms asended, geméted
also occur, especially in Anglian. Similar changes take
place in the pret. -/, -p(p)de become -tle, -pte, as in geméite
“found,” dyple “ dipped’ (infin. dyppan). The inflectional &
is also unvoiced after ss and the other breath-consonants, as
in missan ‘ miss’ miste, compared with 7@sde ¢ rushed’ from
r@san, where the s=(z). In dypte the p is, of course, a
shortening of gp. There are similar shortenings in sgndan,
sende, fyllan, fylde, etc.

501. Ib. Seek-class. In this subdivision of the hear-
class the vowel of the infin. is unmutated in the pret. and
pret. partic., the inflections being the same as in the other
verbs of the hear-class :—

sellan ¢ give’ sealde (salde)
sécan (s@can) ‘seek’  sohite, sohte

geseald (gesald)
Sesoht, gesoht

502. Those with 2 followed by ¢ or g—pencan *think,’
bringan ‘ bring '—drop the nasal and lengthen the preceding
vowel and modify it in other ways: Jencan, pokte, gepoht
= Germanic *pankjan, *panhia, an before 4 having been
regularly changed to nasal @, which in OE as regularly

§ 504.] VERBS: OLD ENGLISH, 137

became 4. Long vowels were shortened in OE before 47, so
that pohte, etc. became pokte. Seek-verbs in -gé¢ carry the
mutated vowel ¢ into the pret. and pret. partic. in Late West-
Saxon : strgican, ‘stretch, streahte, streaht (strahile, strahl)
later strghte, streht.

508. It will be observed that all verbs of the hear-class
have long syllables in the infin.—either a long vowel, as in
hieran, or a vowel followed by two consonants, as in sgzdan,
Jyllan. 1In the latter verb the # is Germanic [cp. the adjec-
tive full], and is therefore kept through all the inflections of
the verb, except where / is written for // before a consonant
in contracted forms: pres. indic. fylle, fyllest ( fylst), fyllep
(Yip), fyllap; imper. sing. fyll, etc. But most of the
verbs of this class with double consonants in the infin., such
as sgifan ¢ set,’ are inflected like strong j-verbs such as biddan
(487), the double consonant being also shortened in the
pret. and pret. partic. : pres. indic. sg/te, sgist (sgles), sgtt (sgtep),
seltap ; subj. sgtte(n) ; imper. sete, sgtlap ; pres. part. sgitende ;
pret. sglle="*sglede, pret. partic. gespted, gesgtt,  Some of these
verbs belong to the seek-division, such as sgigan ‘say’:
pres. indic. sgige, sggst (sgges), segp (sggeh), sgegap; imper.
sgoe, seigap ; pres. partic. spigende; pret. sagde, pret. partic.
gesagd. So also sgllan has pres. indic. sglle, s¢lp (sgleh), sgllap,
imper. sgle, s¢llap, &c.

II. Wean-class.

504. All of these verbs have infin. -zzz and a short root-
syllable with a mutated vowel. They form their pret. in -ede,
and their pret. partic. in -ed, which is never contracted. The
following are the Early West-Saxon forms of wgrizan ‘accus-
tom’ :—

RSO P L
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Partic. Pres.

Pret.  gewgned

wenigende

ACCIDENCE. [§ 505
Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 wgnige wenige
2 wgnest wenige
3 wenep wenige
Plur. weniap wenigen
Pret. Sing. 1 wgnede wenede
2 wenedest wenede
3 wenede wenede
Plur. wenedon weneden
Imper. Sing.  wgne Infin.  wgnian
Plur. weniap Gerund #5 wgnigenne

So also fyrian ¢ carry’ [ faran ¢ go'] styrian ¢ stir/

III. L.ove-class.

505. In Germanic these verbs had infinitives -az, -o7, of

which -7az is a later development and therefore does not
cause mutation like the -7az of the wean-class, which is of
Germanic origin. The following are the Early West-Saxon
forms :—

Partic. Pres. lufigende

Pret. gelufod.

Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 Jufige lufige
2 lufast lufige
3 lufap lufige

Plur. lufiap lufigen
Pret. Sing. 1 Zufode lufode
2 lufodest lufode
3 lufode lufode

Plur. lufodon lufoden
Imper. Sing.  Zufa Infin.  Jufian

Plur. lufiap  Gerund 20 lufigenne

So also dscian “ask, macian ¢ make, and many others.

‘(L

(§ 509 VERBS: OLD ENGLISH.

Irregular Weak Verbs.

508. Some weak verbs, such as /bdan ‘live, show a
mixture of the inflections of the hear- and the love-class:
pres. indic. Zibbe, leofast, leofap, libbap ; subj. Zibbe(n) ; imper.
leofa, Iibbap; pres. partic. libbende; pret. lifde, pret. partic.
Selifd,

PRETERITE-PRESENT VERBES.

507. These verbs have for their presents old strong pre- !
terites ; thus the preterite-present verb was ‘1 know' was
originally a strong preterite of the shine-class. The present
of these verbs differs however from the strong preterites in the
2nd sing. indic., which ends in Zor s7, a #before the inflectional
£ also becoming s : 2 sceal ‘1 shall,’ pi sceall ; i¢ cann ‘1 know,’
pit canst ; i wat ¢ 1 know,’ piz wast.

508. From these presents new weak preterites are formed |
with various irregular changes : sceolde, citpe, wiste. '

509. Many of these verbs are defective, the infin., imper.,
and participles being often wanting. The subj. is often
substituted for the imper. sing. The following are the inflec-

tions of witan ¢ know’ :—
Indic. Subj.
Pres. Sing. 1 wat wite
2 wast wite
4 3 wal wite
4 Plur. witon witen
Pret. Sing. 1 wiste wiste
wistest wiste
3 wisle wiste
Plur. wiston wisten
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Partic. Pres. witende
Pret. witen.

Middle-English.

EarLy MippLe EncrisH.

510. The ME levelling of weak vowels under ¢ had a
comparatively slight effect on the verb inflections, especially
in Early Southern, where the OE verb-inflections were pre-
served very faithfully. But the inevitable ch: nge of -a, -as,
-ap, -ode into -e, -est, -¢h, -ede, as in luve, luvest, luvep, luvede
=OE lufa, lufast, lufap, lufode, necessarily led to a complete
levelling of the old wean- and love-classes of weak verbs, the
ME love-class including all the OE ian-verbs whether accom-
panied by mutation or not.

511. The Southern tendency to drop final # first affected
the infin. and pret. partic.: Early Southern Jinden, dinde ;
wbanden, 1bande.

512. The tendency to shorten double consonants in weak
syllables made the OFL gerund # é&indenne into ME 4
bindene.

518. The tendency to drop final weak e after another
weak syllable (174) led to the shortening of # dindene into
16 binden, which made it liable to be confused with the infin,
So also luvie=OF lufige, lufian was often shortened to Zuos.

In the South-Thames dialects this -7 afterwards came to be
regarded as the special mark of the infin., being sometimes

extended to strong verbs as well as weak verbs with OFE infin.
-an.

ACCIDENCE. [§ s10.
Indic. Subj.
Imper. Sing.  wite Infn. witan '
Plur. wilap Gerund 5 witenne

(

.
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514. In Early Southern the pres. partic. ending is -inde,
as in bindinde, hérinde, which probably owes its 7 to the influ-
ence of the verbal nouns in -inge, -ing=OE -ing, -ung, such
as lerninge= QF leornung.

516. Early Southern keeps the prefix -=OE ge-: binden,
théred=OFE gebunden, gehéred.

518. The most important change in the strong verbs is
that many of them became weak. Already in OE such verbs
as slépan * sleep,” ondriédan ‘fear, had the weak preterites
siépte, ondrédde by the side of the strong slp, ondréd ; in
Late West-Saxon /gbban ‘raise’ has the weak pret. ke /e
by the side of strong 4gf; and so on. In ME this is carried
much further. Thus even in the earliest ME we find the
OE strong preterites Ze# “let, wéop  wept’ represented not
only by /Jéf, wéop, but also by the weak /lette, wepte, although
such forms as weép still survive in Standard Late ME. Many
other weak and strong forms existed side by side for a
long time ; and although in MnE the weak forms have nearly
always prevailed, this was not always the case in ME, where,
for instance, such a weak pret. as Aefde ‘ raised’ was in the
Late ME period discarded in favour of the new-formed strong
pret. Aaf; the old Adf being also preserved.

517. The inflections of the strong verbs that remained
were modified by various levelling influences. The muta-
tion in the contracted forms of the OE presents was got rid
of by bringing in the unmutated vowel of the infin., etc., as in
derp ¢ carries,’ Zret “ treads,’ sfont ¢ stands,’ infin. beren, treden,
stinden="Farly West-Saxon beerp (birep), tritt, signt.

518. The gradation of consonants in the OE céosan,
gecoren, etc. was got rid of by carrying the s through : chéosen,
chesen, chs, ichosen.

519. In this last verb we can also observe the extension
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of ¢k = OFE ¢ to the original ¢ of the pret. partic., so as to
make initial ¢4 uniform throughout the whole verb. We can
observe the opposite levelling of ¢4 under ¢ in such verb-forms
as kerven, karf=OE ceorfan, cearf, which have taken their

back-consonant from "the OE pret. plur. carfon and pret.
partic. corfen.

6520. But in some verbs the old consonant-gradations
were preserved, as in forlzsen ‘lose,’ Jorlgs, forloren.

621. Some of the ME changes had the contrary effect of
creating new distinctions. Thus OE @, ¢ was regularly
shortened before consonant-groups, and the resulting & was
afterwards broadened to « (177), as in the OE pret. ‘@hte
‘showed,” which in ME passed through Jekle into tahte,
whence MnE faught, In many preterites and pret. parti-
ciples these changes gave rise only to divergence of quantity,
as in meten, metle, tmel=QF gemélan, etc., and in Northern
ledde = Southern /ladde from fden ‘lead’ = OF lzdan,
lezdde.

622. The following are the inflections of the strong verb
binden, and of the weak verbs Aéren ‘hear’ and luvien, as

representatives of the two classes of weak verbs in Early
Southern :-—

Pres. Indic. Sing. 1 binde hére luvie
2 bindest, bintst  )ér(e)st luvest
3 bindep, bint hér(e)p luvep
Plur.  bindep hérep luviep
Pres. Subj. Sing.  dinde héve luvie
Plur.  binden hiren luvien
Pret. Indic. Sing. 1 dpnd herde luvede
2 lbiinde herdest luvedest
3 bond herde luvede
Plur.  banden herden luveden

Y R e A B Db v S S et
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Pret. Subj. Sing. 1 dande herde luvede

2 binde herdest luvedest

3 bunde hevde luvede

Plur.  banden herden luveden
Imper. Sing.  bind herve luvie
Plur.  éindep hérep luviep
Infin, binden héren luvien

Gerund bindene hérene luviene

Partic. Pres. éindinde hérinde luvitnde
Pret.  Zbinden ther(e)d iluved.

528. In the forms dmde gé, biinde gé, -e is substituted for
-¢p (478).

524. It will be observed that the distinction between the
two classes of weak verbs is very slight, the 7 of the love-class
being often dropped—7 /uve, wé luvep, &c.—while the imper.
sing. Aére has taken the e of Juvie, luve.

Midland.

525. In Early Midland many levellings which are only
just beginning in Early Southern are fully carried out.
The love-class lost their 7 entirely, and as the hear-class
generally had the full Anglian endings -es, -¢b, there is only
one set of inflections for the two classes: hdren, lufen=
Southern Aéren, luvien. On the other hand, the contracted
forms of the hear-class are extended to the love-class, as in
birp ‘befits, ‘becomes’ pret. birde= QF gebyrep, gebyrede,
infin. gebyrian (wean-class).

526. The characteristic feature of the Midland verb is its
cxtension of the plur. ending -ez of the subj. pres. and of the
pret. indic. and subj—gif pes lufen, pei comen * came,’ gif per
comen, pei broklen—to the present indic. plur.: wé Jufen, pei
cumen="Southern wé luviep, heo cumep. But the older -(¢)p
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is kept in the imper. plur.: cumep !, b¢p! ‘be ye’=Southern
cumep, béop.

627. In Early Midland the gerund was completely levelled
under the infin, : # bdinden, 16 heren.

528. In Midland the pres. partic. keeps the old ending :
bindende, hérende, lufende. 'The n of the infin. and strong
pret. partic. is never dropped as in Southern. The pret.
partic. loses its prefix ge-.

520. The distinction between single and double conso-
nant forms in the old j-verbs, such as /Aebban, hefep, hif,
hafen and libban, leofap, lifde, which was still kept up in Early
Southern—~/hebben, hevep ; libben, levep, livep—Dbegan to break
down in Early Midland through the extension of the single
consonant forms ; thus in Early Midland we find pres. plur.
indic. Zzfen="TEarly Southern /:6dep, although the older infin.
libben is still kept in Early Midland; but Zefen is used not
only as a pres. plur., but also as an infin.

Northern.

530. In the Northern dialect inflectional p had been
changed to s, and final » had begun to drop off already in the
OE period : Old Northumbrian dides, bindas. binda=Mercian
bindep, bindap, bindan. In the Early Middle period weak
final ¢ was dropped, so that the infin. dinde= Old Northum-
brian éinda became monosyllabic 4izd, under which the
gerund /% bind was levelled. The subj. dinde=Old North.
sing. and plur. dinde was reduced to the same monosyllable.
Hence also the pret. plur. Aerden was reduced to the same
form as the sing.—/%erd. The effect of these changes on a
strong pret. such as that of 47zd was to leave only two forms

—band 1st and 3rd pers. sing. indic., and é@#nd 2nd pers.
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sing. and plur. and subj. generally—and the vowel-change
was soon got rid of by extension of the vowel of the 1st and
3rd person sing. indic. : 7 bdnd, pu band, wé band.

631. In Late Old Northumbrian the old ending of the
2nd person pres. -¢s, -as, etc. was preserved by the influence
of the new 3rd person -es, -as = -¢p, -ap. Hence in Early
Northern -es became the common ending of the 2nd and 3rd
persons indic. pres. sing. In the pres. indic. plur -es=older
-as, -tas was dropped when the verb was immediately pre-
ceded or followed by its pronoun : wé pat bindes, men bindes ;
wé bind, pai bind. The ‘absolute’ form was afterwards ex-
tended to the 1st pers. sing. as well ; 7 pat bindes.

532. The » of the strong pret. partic. was not lost in Old
Northumbrian because of the inflected forms gepundene, etc.,
by whose influence the » was restored in the uninflected
form ; hence it was always kept in the ME Northern dialect
as well. ‘

533. The Northern form of the pres. partic. is -and:
bindand, hérand=Midland and OE bindende, hérende, Southern
bindinde, hérinde. This a is the result of Scandinavian influ-
ence: Icel. bindandi, heyrands.

534. The following are then the most distinctive verb-
inflections of the three dialects in their Early Middle
periods :—

Southern. Midland. Northern.
Indic. Pres. Sing. 1 binde binde bind
2 bindest, bintst  bindest bindes
3 bindep, bint bindep bindes
Plur.  bindep binden bind(es)
Imper. Sing.  dind bind bind
. Plur.  bindep bindep bind(es)
Pres. Partic. bindinde bindende bindand
L
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Late Mippre EncLish.

635. The most important change in Standard ME and
in Late South-Thames English generally is the further assimi-
lation of the pres. partic. to the verbal nouns in -inge by
which the earlier éindinde became bindinge, a change of which
we see traces already in Early Southern, as in e riden sing-
inge ‘they rode singing —OE ke ridon singende. But.as the
verbal nouns also occur without final -¢, the distinction be-
tween lerninge partic. and Jerning noun was not entirely lost,

536. Early ME & was changed to / in the weak pret. and
pret. partic. of verbs in rd, /d, nd: &irle, girt, infin. girden ;
bille, bilt infin. bilden; wente, went infin. wendem — Early
Southern giirde, gird; dilde, biild ; wende, wend. ‘This
change served to distinguish such forms as 4 sende pres. subj.
and %¢ senle pret., which in Early ME were both expressed by
the first form. But it is also carried out in some words with
LI ny nn: felen feel’ felte; dwellen, dwelte ; mpnen, mente ;
brennen *burn,’ brente; and after $=(z) and v, where it un-
voices these consonants: Jsien=OF lostan, loste ; lgven=OQF
lefan, lfte, lafte.

5387. In Standard ME we see the same levelling and
simplifying tendencies at work as in Early Midland and
Northern. The old vowel-change in such preterites as bgnd

is still kept up, but the short form bond is often extended
throughout the pret.: Az bjnd, we bpnd as well as pa bounde,
we bounde(n).

638. In some verbs of the bear- and give-class the ¢ of
the plural is sometimes extended to the sing. as in dér, sét by
the side of bdr, sa/=OF bar, sat plur. écron, siton, Anglian
béron, séton,

539. Influence of the strong plur. pret. on the sing. is

-
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also seen in such sing. preterites as s/ow, saw="Early Southern
siok plur. siowen, Late OF sioh, slogon, OE seah, sawon.

540. In Late ME the pret. partic. begins to influence the
pret. plur. As a general rule the old pret. plurals were
preserved in Late ME only when they had the same \:owel
as the pret. partic., as in Aer dounden, pei drinken, pei winnen
(class 3), 7iden, writen (class 6) ; otherwise the plur. pret. took
the vowel of the pret. partic.: pes holpen, foghten, chjsen.

541. The sing. of the imper. began to be extended to the
plur. : dind ¢ bind ye’ by the side of bindep.

542. In the love-class of weak verbs the 7 was dropped
entirely, and the pret. ending -ede was often shortened to -ed
in accordance with the general principle of dropping weak e
after a weak syllable : 4¢ lovep, hé loved.

543. Some of the above changes may be the result of
Midland influence, of which we have an undoubted example
in the substitution of -ez (-¢) for -¢4 in the plur. indic. pres.
-¢p was, of course, kept in the plur. imper., although here also
the Midland ending seems to occur in its shortened form -z .
binde.

544. The following are the Standard ME inflections of
the three verbs whose Early ME inflections have been given
already :—

Pres. Indic. Sing. 1 binde here love
2 bindest here)st lovest
3 bindep, bint hév(e)p lowep
Plur.  binde(r) here(n) lowe(r)
Pres. Subj. Sing.  binde hére ldve
Plur,  binde(n) hére(r) lve(n)
Pret. Indic.Sing. 1 bgnd herde lved(e)
2 bounde, bond herdest IJvedcs{
3 bgnd herde loved e)
Plur.  bounde(s), bpnd  herde(s) ldvede(n), lbved

L2
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Pret. Subj. Sing. 1 bounde herde Ived(e)
2 bounde herde(st) Ivede(st), loved
3 bounde herde lved(e) ’
Plur.  bounde(r) herde(r) lsvede(n), lved
Imper. Sing. bind kér(e) love
Plur.  binde( p), bind here( p), hér  love( p)
Infin.  binden) here(r) ldve(r)
Gerund  dinden(e), binde  hérene), hére  lven(e), love
Partic. Pres.  bindinge héringe ldvinge
Pret.  (2)bounde(n) (@) herd (@) lve)d.

The following examples will show the regular development
of the different classes of strong verbs :—

I fall-class.

546. fallen fell Jellen Jallen
hglden héld hélden hplden
Lgrowen gréw gréwen growen
kngwen knéw knéwen knjwen

I1I. Shake-class.

548, shaken shok shoken shaken
waken wok woken waken
laughen laugh, low lowen laughen
drawen drough, drow  drowen drawen

Observe that the preterites of this class have split up into
two groups, one with g, the other with (uu) [186].

ITI. Bind-class.

647. binden bond bounden bounden
singen spng songen songen
drinken drank dronken dyonken
winnen wan wonnen wonnen
kerven karf korven korven
helpen halp holpen holpen
Jighten Jaught Joghten Joghten

§ 553 VERBS: MODERN ENGLISH.

IV. Bear-class.
548. siglen stal stelen, stal  stplen
bgren bar, ber béven, bar  bgren

V. Give-class.

549. giten gat gélen, gat  ggten
sitten sat, sét séten, sat sgten

VI. Shine-class.

550. riden rgd riden riden
writen wrpt wrilen writen

VII. Choose-class.

B51. crépen crgp crgpen crgpen
chésen chgs chgsen chjsen

Modern English.

552. The main innovation in the MnE verb-inflections
was the introduction of the Noub_e&-;/ in the 3rd pers. sing.
pres. indic.—#%e calls—which was introduced into Standard
English through the medium of the Midland dialect. It did
not entirely supplant the older -#A—#ke calleth—which still
survives in the higher literary language.

553. The MnE verb is further characterized by the
development of a gerund. When the pres. partic. ending
-inge lost its final vowel, the last vestige of a formal distince
tion between such a pres. partic. as /erning and the verb-noun
lerning. disappeared. In OE the number of verb-nouns in
-ung, -ing was limited, especially in the earlier stages of the
language. In ME their number increased, and when the
pres. partic. in -znge was fully established, and became in-
distinguishable in form from the ing-nouns, these could be
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formed at pleasure from any verb; or, in other words, every
pres. partic. could be used as a verb-noun. At first—in
Early MnE as well as ME—these words were used entirely
as nouns—taking the article 7z before them and the prepo-
sition of after them, etc.—as in ke tkanked him for the saving
of i life, where saving is used exactly like the abstract noun
preservation ; but by degrees they were treated like infinitives,
the article being dropped and the following noun joined on
to them as to the corresponding finite verb; so that the above
sentence was shortened to ke thanked him for saving his life.
In such constructions, which began in Early MnE, saving etc.
are true noun-verbals or gerunds.

554. In MnE the dropping of weak final ¢, together with
the ME tendency to drop final weak 7, had a great effect in
simplifying the verb-inflections. The monosyllabic &/zd be-
came the representative of the following ME forms: pres.
indic. 1st pers. sing. 7 dinde, plur. wé binde(n), etc., pres. subj.
binde, binde(n). The levelling of the distinction between the
pret. and pret. partic. which had begun in ME was completed
in the MnE forms /erd (keard), loved representing ME ferde,
loved(e) and (¢)kerd, (7)/ved. Such weak verbs as sef and cas/
became invariable in the pret. and pret. partic.: infin. sz,
pret. sef, pret. partic. se/=ME sette(n), sette, ()ser.  Moreover
in such verbs the distinction between strong and weak con-
jugation is effaced: compare se/ pret. se/ with /et pret. let=
OE sgltan, sgtte; ldtan, lél.

555. The weak vowel of the endings -est, -k, -es, -ed
was dropped in Early MnE in the spoken language, except
that full -es/, -es was always kept after the hiss-consonants
(s, z; [, 3), being subject to exactly the same rules as the
noun-inflectional -es (810), as in missest, misses, risest, rises,
wishes, singes.  Full -ed was preserved after the point-stops

"
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¢, d, as in hated, wanted, wedded, wounded = ME hatede, etc,
Otherwise all these endings were shortened in speech without
regard to the ME forms—in lowves (luvz), Jovest, lovetk (luvp),
as well as keares, hears, hearest, heareth. In this way the
distinction between the two classes of weak verbs was
finally done away with as far as the endings were con-
cerned, the distinction being only partially recognizable in
the sound-changes in such verbs as Aear, keard (hiir, hard) ;
feel, felt; leach, laught.

558. But in the higher language the full endings -es,
-eth, -ed were freely used after all consonants indifferently,
especially in poetry, for the sake of the metre. -es was not
used in this way because the less familiar -e#% could always be
substituted for it. Some very common verbs were, however,
used only in the short forms, such as dos?, doth, mayst, wouldst,
especially the contracted Aast, Aath, had=ME havest, hast
etc. -est was generally shortened in weak preterites, as in
lovedst, criedst.  -est and -etk are obsolete in Present English
except in the higher language, in which they naturally keep
their full forms, except in dost, hath etc. The higher lan-
guage also keeps full -ed in many forms where the spoken
language contracts, as in deloved (bilevid) compared with
loved (levd), blessed are the peacemakers.

557. The vowel of the full endings is now weak (i), as in
(raizist, raiziz, raizip, heitid), and in Early MnE as well as
Late ME it was often written 7, y instead of ¢, as in Early
MnE thou spekyst, he dwellith, putiyth, passid, armyd.

558. In writing, the silent ¢ of -es was generally omitted
in Early MnE, as in sifs, dinds; but not after v, as in Joves,
nor, of course, where required to show the pronunciation of
a preceding letter, as in skizes.

559. The consonant of shortened -es was assimilated as
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regards breath and voice to the preceding consonant in the
same way as in the noun-inflections: /ess, Jeads (leedz), Joves
(luvz). The same assimilations took place with shortened
-ed : loved (luvd), breathed (breeSd), thanked (bankt), dlessed.
-ed being thus used to express (t), this spelling was often
extended to such preterites as durn?, smelt, which were written
burned, smelled, although they come from ME brente, smelte.
But the phonetic spellings thank’t, thankt (thank'd), dropt
¢rost (cross’d), accurst also came into partial use, and some’
of them have become fixed, such as pasf in kalf past one
compared with /ze time has passed quickly.

The above are organic changes. We have now to consider
the internal changes in the verb-inflections, beginning with
those of a levelling character. l

560. The change of strong to weak verbs which we
observe in ME went on in the transition from ME to MnE
and, in some cases, in MnE itself, Thus the Farly MnP;
preterite clomé and the pret. partic. molfen have now become
climbed, melted. But some of the weak forms that arose in
Early MnE have now been discarded, such as the Shakesperian
pret. participles comed, becomed.

561. On the other hand, several weak verbs have been
made strong by the analogy of strong verbs, such as sticé
stuck (OF stician, sticode) by the analogy of sting, stung ; wear:
wore, worn (OE wyrian, wyrede) by the analogy of swear, swore,
sworn. So also several weak verbs in -0 have taken pret.
participles in -ozn by the analogy of Anow, known, etc.,
keeping the original weak pret.: skow, pret. showed, pret.

partic. skown (OF scéawian, scéawode).

662. The levelling of the short quantity of the vowels in
the sing. of strong preterites under the long quantity of the
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pret. partic. and infin. seen in Late ME 4dr = Early ME &,
dar is carried much further in MnE, as in érake, spake = Late
ME érak, spak, pret. partic. &rpken, infin. brgken etc. When
a certain number of preterites in @ had been thus lengthened,
others were lengthened without regard to the length of the
other parts of the verb, such as came, bade=ME cam, bad,
infin. cdmen, bidden, although the latter had a long vowel in
the pret. partic. dgden.

568. There is also a regular process of voice-levelling in

‘the MnE strong verb, by which final (s, f) in the pret. sing.
‘becomes voiced as in the infin. and pret. partic., as in 7ose,

chose, gave, drove=ME rps, chis, gaf; drgf, infin. risen, driven
etc., pret. partic. driven etc.

584. The distinction between pret. sing. and plur. was
levelled, as we have seen, in the MnE weak verbs by phonetic
changes. In the strong verbs it was levelled by external,
analogical changes. Already in ME strong verbs the vowel
of the sing. was often carried into the plur., especially when
the plir. had a vowel different from that of the pret. partic,
as in per s/al instead of pei stélen (pret. partic. sfplen). - Hence
such Early MnE preterites as éare, brake, gave, sat correspond
to ME singulars.

585. In many cases, however, MnE strong preterites have
the vowel of the ME pret. plur. We have seen that in Late
ME there was an intimate connection between the vowel of
the pret. plur. and of the pret. partic. in strong verbs, so that
at last the pret. plur.,, when it differed from the pret. sing.,
almost always had the vowel of the pret. partic. Hence in
MnE the vowel of the pret. plur. when thus supported by
the pret. partic. was often able to supplant the original
singular-vowel. This was carried out consistently in those
verbs of the bind-class which had ME (uu) in the pret. plur,
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and pret. partic.: bound, found=ME &jnd, fpnd, plur. bounden
etc. The same change took place in other verbs of the
bind-class, and in some of the shine- and choose-class, many
verbs having two preterites in Early MnE, one representing
the ME pret. sing., the other with the vowel of the plur.:
began, begun ; sang, sung ; stang, stung ; faught, fought=ME
bigan, spng, sipng, faugh!—bit; rode, rid; wrote, writ=ME
bpt, rpd, wrpl. The present forms of these preterites are
began, sang, stung, fought, bit, rode, wrofe, the tendency
evidently being to favour the original sing. forms.

566. But there has been in MnE a further assimilation of
the pret. to the pret. partic., which has affected nearly all
verbs of the bear-class with ME 7 in the pret. partic.: already
in Early MnE we find the preterites dore, broke, spoke by the
side of bare, brake, spake=ME éar, brak, spak, ME sial being
represented by sf/e only in Early MnE. In Present English
bare etc. survive only in the higher language.

567. When a direct association had thus been established
between the pret. and pret. partic. the two parts of the
verb began to be confused—a confusion which was helped
by the pret. partic. in 7 Aave seen etc. having nearly the same
meaning as the pret. 7 sew etc.—so that the pret. began
to be substituted for the pret. partic. in some verbs, especially
when the older form of the pret. partic. was liable to be for-
gotten through not being in very frequent use—as in the case
of ME s/Ainen from shinen—or ambiguous—as in the case of
ME s/pnden, which was both pret. partic. and infin,.—or
anomalous and irregular in any way, as in s@%en compared
with the infin. s¢#/en.  Hence in MnE the original preterites
shone, stood, sat have supplanted the older pret. participles.
In Early MnE this was carried still further than in Standard
Present English, as in /oo, shook, arose= taken, shaken, arisen.
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568. In the above examples the pret. participles slufne
etc. lost their final 7 through-the substitution of a form with
a different vowel. Such pret. participles as dound, begun=
ME bounden, bigénnen may be considered either as the result
of extension of the MnE pret. forms Jound etc., or of
dropping the e of the curtailed ME forms (¢)bounde, etc. .

i ns that the pret. partic. ending -en 18
dr});::;‘ ’iex?n;evserll])?l])ai‘: preserved inpan aI()ijec?ive forme‘d fl:om
the pret. partic. before it had lost the -em, as in t}}e adjectives
drunken, bounden, (in bounden duty) compared with the pret.
participles drunk, bound.

569. In Early MnE the ending -es? was extended to the
pret. indic. of strong verbs: fhou Boundest, thou {pakestzM'I*l
bounde, bjnd, spak. The rare Early MnE dropping of -s¢ in
weak as well as strong preterites, as in thou saw, thou ma,’cefl,
thou had is probably the result of Northern inﬁuerfce. But in
Present English, poets often instinctively drop this harsh and
heavy inflection, especially when the verb is sep;rated from
its pronoun: where thou once formed thy paradzse. (Byron).
Verbs whose pret. is the same as the pres.——especmlly. tho‘se
in -s/—frequently drop the inflectional s, or else add it with
an intervening -ed for the sake of distinctness: thou castedst
or thou cast.

570. The following is the Farly MnE conjugation of the
strong verb see and the weak verb cal/:—

i i call

Indic. Pres. Sing. ; .‘:::sl st
3 seeth, sees call(e)th, calls

Plur. see call

Subj. Pres. see call
Pret. Indic. Sing. 1 saw calle)d
2 saw(e)st calledst
3 saw call(e)d
Plur. saw call(e)d
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Pret. Subj.  saw call(e)d
Imper. see call
Infin, see call
Pres. Partic. and Gerund seeing calling
Pret. Partic.  seen call(e)d

e are others which occur
The contracted -#=-¢% has left
* ‘likes, as in et him do it when
) from the weak verb lystan.  All three
Early MnE literary language,
Midland -ez—survives in the

7 mirth. The Southern -eth
and the Northern -es are much less frequent.

3 The infin. or

gerund in -ez survives in Shakespere : 20 killen.

571. The following examples will show the regular de-
velopment of the differen. classes of strong verbs in literary
MnE. It will be observed that the best-preserved classes
are the 3rd and the 6th, the others being so reduced in the
number of their verbs, and there being so much divergence
of form, that they retain hardly a trace of their OF
characteristics :—

I. Fall-class.

572, fall Jell Jallen
hold held held, beholden
grow Lgrew Lgrown
fenow fenew known

II. Shake-class.
873. shake shook shaken
take took taken
The Late ME preterites in (-uu)=OE -4, such as drow,

slow, were in Early MnE levelled under the more numerous
ew-verbs of the fall-class draw, drew; slay, slew.

§ 579.] VERBS: PRESENT ENGLISH.

III. Bind-class.

674. sing sang sung
drink drank drunk
sting Stung stung
swing - Swung swung
bind bound bound(e)n
Jind Sound Jound
Sight Jought Jought

IV. Bear-class.

675. bear bare, bore  born(e)

steal stole stolen

V. Give-class.

578, give gave given
weave wove woven
sit sat sat

VI. Shine-class.

877. drive drove driven
rise rose ¥isen
wrile wrolte written
bite bit bitten
shine shone shone

The occasional Early MnE preterites drave, sirave, etc.,
are probably Northern forms.

VII. Choose-class.

578. Jreeze Jroze frozen
choose chose chosen

Present EncLisH.

579. In the present Spoken English the earlier substitution
of you see, you saw for thou seest, thou sawest, and of ke secs

R
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for ke seeth has been completely carried out, so that the

older -s¢ and -/ survive only in proverbs and in phrases

taken from the higher literary -language, where the older
forms still survive, ‘ )

Having traced the English verb down to its most reduced
MnE form, it will now be more instructive to regard it from
a purely descriptive, unhistorical point of view.

580. If we examine the Present English verb from this
point of view, the first thing that strikes us is that the tra-
ditional distinction between strong and weak verbs can no
longer be maintained: without going back to ME we cannot
tell whether such preterites as sat, lit, led, held, infinitives s/,
light, lead, hold, are strong or weak.

581. We are therefore compelled to make a new division
into consonantal and voealic. Consonantal verbs are
those which form their preterites and pret. participles by
adding d or 4 such as called, looked, heard, burnt, infinitives
call, look, hear, burn. Vocalic verbs are those which form
their preterites or pret. participles by vowel-change without
the addition of any consonant, except that the pret. partic. of
some of these verbs adds -ez:’ sing, sang, sung ; bind, bound,
bound ; run, ran, run—drive, drove, driven; speak, spoke,
spoken; see, saw, seen.  Under the vocalic verbs we must also
include the invariable verbs : let, let, let; cast, cast, cast.
Mixed verbs show a mixture of consonantal and vocalic
inflection : crow, crew, crowed 5 Show, showed, shown.

582. The great majority of verbs belong to the regular
consonantal conjugation, their pret. and pret. partic. ending
being—

a. (-id) after (t) and (d): delighted, nodded,

6. (-d) after the other voice sounds: blayed, raised, saved,

turned, dragged,
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¢. (-t) after the other breath consonants: kissed, pushed,
looked.

583. Compared with these verbs those of the vocalic class
must be regarded as irregular, although many of them fall
under more or less uniform classes. There are also irregular
consonantal verbs, such as dwurn, burnt, compared with the
regular furn, furned. There is also a small class of specially
irregular or anomalous verbs, such as e, was, éeen, some of
which—mostly comprising the old preterite-present verbs—
are defective, such as (/) can, could, which has no infin,
or participles. The irregular verbs therefore comprise all
the vocalic and anomalous verbs together with some of the
consonantal, all regular verbs being consonantal. All newly
formed verbs are conjugated consonantally, the consonantal
inflections being the only living or productive ones.

584. The following are the inflections of the consonantal
verb call and the vocalic verb see in Spoken English :—

Pres. Indic. Sing. 1 call see
2 call see
3 calls sees
Plur. call see
Pres. Subj. call see
Pret. (Indic. and Subj.) called saw
Imper. call see
Infin, call see
Pres. Partic. and Gerund calling seeing
Pret. Partic. called seen

Irregular Verbs in Modern English.

585. In the following sections the vowel-changes are
arranged in the alphabetic order of the vowels of the pre-
terites in their phonetic spelling, to which the alphabetic
order of the vowels of the infinitive is subordinated, thus
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(ei...e) as in say, said, and then (ij . . €), as in flee, fled,
precede (ia . . 99), and this is followed by (uw .. o), etc.
Forms that occur only in the higher literary language are
marked *.  Obsolete forms are marked +.

CoNSONANTAL VERBS.

‘With Vowel-change.

Verbs which take the regular consonantal inflection (d, t),
but with vowel-change :—

Vowel-change (ei . . e).

586. say,said (sei,sed). OE weak Ib sgigan, sagde, sagd.
In ME the ¢g-forms of this verb were preserved in South-
Thames English ; but in the North-Thames dialects the g-
forms sggest, sggep, imper. sgge were extended to the original
¢g-forms: 7 see, infin. sein, seien, pres. partic. seiende. These
became the Standard ME forms also. The OE pret. sagde
became saide in ME. In MnE saide became (seed), which
was shortened to (sed); and the same shortening took place
in saps.  All the other OE ¢g-verbs show a similar extension
of the g-forms in ME, so that the OF infinitives Zigan, leigan,
byigan appear in MnE as lze (ME /ien), lay (ME leien), buy
(ME bzen), which correspond phonetically to the OE impera-
tives Zige, lpge, byge.

Vowel-change (ij . . ).

587. flee, fled (flij, fled). OFE strong VII féon (Oldest
English fléokan), fleak, plur. flugon, pret. partic. flogen. There
was another OE verb of the same class, some of whose forms
were identical with forms of féon, namely fléogan “fly, fléag
(fléak), pret. plur. flugon, pret. partic. flogen. As the two
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verbs were similar in meaning also, they were frequently con-
founded in Late West-Saxon, the distinctive forms of féogan
being used in the sense of ‘flee’ as well as in that of ‘fly,
and fléon being used in the sense of ¢fly” This confusion
has lasted to the present day, in as far as many modern
writers use ffy consistently in the sense of ‘run away.’ In
ME the confusion between the two verbs was often avoided
by using the weak verb fléden=OF fledan ( fi@dan) ‘flow,” ‘be
at high tide’ (said of the sea) from OE flod ‘flood”’ in the
sense of ‘flee,” its pret. fedde coming gradually to be regarded
as the pret. of the old strong fléon, flen.  This development
was probably helped by the Scandinavian weak verb fjja
‘flee,’ pret. fljpi.

588. creep, crept (krijp, krept). OE strong VII crégpan,
créap, cropen. In ME crépen developed a weak pret. creple by
the side of the strong crép. leap, lept; sleep, slept:
sweep, swept; weep, wept have developed in a similar
way from the OE strong verbs Aléapan, hiéop 1; siépan,
slip 1; swapan, swéop 1; wépan, wiop 1. OE swapan be-
came by regular change swgpen in ME; the form swecp is
the result of confusion with other verbs of similar meaning.

Vowel-change (io . . 09).

589. hear, heard (hior, hoad). OE weak I Jieran,
hierde, Anglian héran, hérde, whence ME Aéren, herde with
the usual shortening, In Early MnE the (e) of the pret. was
regularly broadened to (a) before the (r), giving (hiior, hard).
The spelling Azard shows the not unfrequent lengthening of

ME ¢ before (r)-combinations, which, of course, preserved it

from the change into (a); (heerd) was then shortened to
(herd), whence the Present English (hoad).
M
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Vowel-change (uw . . o).

590. shoe, shod (fuw, fod). OE sciian, scide, gescid.
ME shiin, pret. partic. #Zshod. The MnE shortening is
parallel to that in 7od compared with rood, both=OFE rad.
shod is now used chiefly as an adjective, skoe being conjugated
regularly shoed,

Vowel-change (e . . ou).

591. sell, sold (sel, sould). OE weak Ib sellan, sealde,
Anglian salde “give’ ME sellen, splde, is5ld. In OE the
meaning ‘sell’ was only occasionally implied in the more
general one of ‘give,’ as in spllan wip weorpe “ give for a

value (price)’=¢sell.” So also tell, told from OF weak I b
Yllan. ' ’

With t instead of d.

592. burn, burnt. In OFE the intransitive ‘ burn’ was
expressed by the strong verb III biernan, Late West-Saxon
byrnan, Anglian beornan, pret. bprn, barn, pret. plur. burnon,
pret. partic. geburnen ; the transitive by the weak dwrnan,
barnde. In these two verbs the » had been transposed, the
Germanic forms being *&7znnan, *brannjan, with which com-
pare the Scandinavian strong 4rinna, pret. érann, pret. partic.
brunninn, and the weak brgnna, brgndi. In ME the origin-
ally transitive and intransitive forms came to be used indis-
criminately in both senses, the weak forms gradually getting
the upper hand. In Standard ME the Northern—originally
Scandinavian—form brennen, brente was used both transitively
and intransitively, the strong Northern form—also originally
Scandinavian—-érinnen occurring less frequently, generally in
its original intransitive sense. The other dialects show a

§ 598.] VERBS: IRREGULAR. 163

great variety of forms: Early Southern beornen, Ggrnen,
bernen, Early Midland 8grnen, bernen, brennen, Ea?]y Northern
brin (transitive as well as intrans.), bren. The infin. burnen
seems to occur first in Late Midland ; the » is probably .the
result of the influence of the lip-consonant 4 on the following
eo of Anglian deornan. The pret. brent survived for some
time in Early MnE. .

598. dwell, dwelt. ME dwellen, dwelte from Scandina-

ia Jja ¢ remain.
vn;l;;ig{earn, learnt. OF leornian, leornode ; ME lern(i)en,
lernde, later lernte. The adjective learned preserves the fuller
form of the pret. partic. So also pen, pent; smell, smelt;
spell, spelt; spill, sprlt from the OE weak ve}'bs pennan,
smgllan *strike, spellzan ‘ relate; spillan "destroy.

595. spoil, spoilt. ME spoilen, despoilen from Old I“’rench
spolier, despoiller [from Latin spoliare ¢strip, ¢ plunder’] was
associgted with spillen from OE spillan, so that \'Jvhen spillen
took the special sense ¢ waste liquids,’ “spill,;’ spoilen took the
old meaning of spillen, namely *destroy,” and formed a pret;
spoilfe on the analogy of spilte. spoil in the sense of ‘ plunder
is regular.

° 5;6. feel, felt from OE felan (f&lan), féld‘e. kltle.el,
knelt from ME #knélen, knelde, knelte of Scandinavian origin.

With t instead of d and Vowel-change.
Vowel-change (ij . . e).

597. (be)reave, *bereft, bereaved. OE (&e)ra‘aﬁfzn,
réafode. ME birgven, birgude, birefte, birafte, the last being
the Standard ME form.

598. cleave, cleft- ‘divide, ¢adhere.’ OE strong VII
cléofan, cléaf, clofen ‘divide’; ME cléven, clpf, c{gven. _OE
weak 11 cleofian, clifian cadhere’; ME clpvien, clgvede.

M 2
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There was also a strong verb VI in OE clifan “ adhere,” ME
cliven pret. partic. cliven ‘adhere, *tlimb. In ME <,
Northern c/af; originally pret. of c/iven, was used also as pret.
of cléven, whose pret. partic, ¢lpven had in Late ME the same
vowel as c/gf. A new weak pret. clefle was then formed from
cleven. In the Earliest MnE cleeve © divide kept (il)=ME
close ¢, but was soon confused with cZzape (kieev) “adhere’=
Early ME clevien, Late ME clppien, so that it was written
with ea. The MnE pret. clove may be regarded either as
the descendant of the OE pret. ¢/af or as the ME pret.
cigf (from OF cléaf) levelled under the pret. partic. clppen.
The other MnE pret. c/aze is of course the Northern form of
OFE clafi The following are the forms of the two verbs in
MnE :—

cleave * divide *; clove, tclave, cleft; cloven, clefi, tcleaved.
cleave “ adhere’; telave, cleaved ; cleaved,

599. deal, dealt (dijl, delt). OE delan, délde.  leave,
left ; mean; meant from OF lzfan, ligfde ;
mande.

600. dream, dreamt, dreamed (drijm, dremt, drijmd).
OE drieman, Anglian dréman ¢ modulate’ [dréam ‘melody,’
‘joy’].  The ME drpmen, dremde, drem(p)te got the meaning
‘dream’ from the Scandinavian droyma ‘dream. 1In Early
MnE the verb was levelled under the noun dream, the ME
pret. being however kept in spelling—drems—ag well as
pronunciation by the side of the new pret. dreamed. The

spelling dreamt is, of course, a blending of drems and
dreamed,

menan,

601. lean, leant, leaned (lijn, lent, lijnd).  OFE Aleonian
(Alinzany, hleonode; ME linien (linien), Inede.
leant comes from another OF verb meaning ‘o lea
hi@nan, hénde; ME Ionen, lende, lente.

The pret.
n,” namely
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Vowel-change (ai . . o).
602. buy, bought. OE 4yigan, bohte. ME biggen, bien
(588), pret. bokte, bouhte.

Vowel-change (uw . . ).
803. lose, lost. OFE strong VII forleosan, forleas,

J LN
forloren ¢ destroy,” ‘lose,” weak III Josian ‘ go to waste,’ ‘get

lost” ME lésen, forlesen ‘lose, lps, forles, loren, for{oren.
The dropping of the for- is due to the influence of losmlzz
OE loszan, whose transitive use, as in /4é losede al his folr_ he
lost all his people (army)’ is due to the influence of forksen.
Hence the pret. partic. #osed, later /lost, came to. !)e used as
the pret. partic. of /sen, when the old pre.t. partxc.lples lof'en,
JSorloren had come to be isolated from their verbs in meaning,
so that MnE *lorn in love-lorn, etc., forlorn, are now used
only as adjectives. In FEarly MnE /Jese took (uu) frc‘>m Fhe
adjective Joose and verb loosen | ME los, losnen .from Scandmziv%an
lpuss *free,” ‘loose,’ lpusna ‘ get loose’], ben?g z?t first written
/;ose, then Jose, to distinguish it from the adjective Joose.

With t instead of -ded.

604. gird, girt, girded. OFE gyrdan, gyrde. So also
build, built, tbuilded ; gild, gilt, gilded; bend, beni:i
tbended; rend, rent; send, sent; tshend, tshent;
spend, spent, *wend, went from the OE weak Zyxldan;
gyldan, bendan, rendan, sgndan, ségndan ‘put to shame,

endan, wendan ¢ turn.

Sf)fggf;f, bfend, tblent, blended. OE strong I ‘éla:m’an
‘mix.  Weak OFE dlendan has only the meaning ‘ blind.

606. lend, lent. OF /lénan, lénde. ME lenden, lenden

is a new-formation from the OFE preterite-forms ; from /lenden

e {
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a new pret. lende, lente was formed on the analogy of senden,
Senle, etc.

‘With Consonant-loss.

607. make, made. OE macian, macode. ME makien,
makede, imaked, Late ME makien, contracted made, (2)ymad.

With Consonant-loss and Vowel-change.
Vowel-change (ou . . ).

608. clothe, clad, clothed. OFE clapian, clapode [clap
‘cloth”). Scandinavian #lépa, hl@pdi, whence ME clgpen,
cladde Northern cledde, as well as clgh()en, clppede.

Vowel-change (= . . o).

609. catch; caught. ME cacchen, caughte from Old
French cachier [Low Latin captiare = Latin caplare, a
frequentative of capere seize’]. cachier is probably a North-
East French (Picard) form; the Parisian form being chacter
(Modern French ckasser), whence the MnE chace, chase. ME
cacchen having the same meaning and the same termination
as lacchen, laughte from OF /l@ican, gel@hte ‘seize, catch’
[compare MnE /asc/], naturally formed its preterite in the
same way.

610. distract; tdistraught, distracted. OE strecéan
‘stretch,’ pret. streakte, strehte, appears in ME in the form of
strecchen, straughte, streighte, the pret. partic. streight being
still kept in MnE as an adjective—strazght literally ¢ stretched
out” In Late ME the Latin distractus was imported as an adj.
distract (French disira:t), which was made into distraught by
the influence of straught. When distract was made into a
verb in Early MnE, distraught was naturally regarded as its
participle. Through further confusion straught itself was
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used in the sense of ¢ distracted,’ and a new partic. tbestraught
was formed on the analogy of desez.

Vowel;c/zange (93 . . 9).

8l1l. work; *wrought, worked (wd3k, ot). OE
wyrcan, Anglian wircan, the corresponding n‘oun' belng:
weorc, Late West-Saxon worc, Anglian werc, which in ME
influenced the verb. The ME forms are: Southern wiirchen,
wérchen with the usual change of wii- to wu-, Midland werken,
Northern ik The OE pret. worhfe underwent the usual
r-transposition in ME, becoming wrohle, MnE .wrougl‘zt,
which in ordinary speech survives only as an adjective, as In
wrought iron.

Vowel-change (i . . 0).

612. bring; brought (brin, brot). O éringan, brohte.

613. think ; thought. In OE there were two wea_k I,a,

verbs of allied form and meaning: pencan, ﬁo/zfe ¢ th.mk‘ 5
pynian, puhble ¢ seem, which was impersona}, me ﬁ-}{fz[ﬁ .1t
seems to me’ having much the same meaning as i pence.
In ME pgnéan became regularly penchen in South-Thames
English, penken in North-Thames English ; and 'ﬁym‘a.n becan}lle
piinchen, pinchen in South-Thames English, /)z;fken in North-
Thames English. The pret. pukte was soon dlsuse‘(.l, ﬁo(u)lzls
taking its place: Aé pohle ‘ he thought,” Azm pohte ‘it seeme
to him” In Standard ME the two verbs were stxl! kept
apart in the infin. and present tenses, which had the M}dland
forms penken, 1 penke ; pinken, mé pinkep, etc.; but in ;hg
compound d7pinken * consider’=OE bejbgnc‘an,.the latter al
already begun to encroach. In Northern ﬁml.: c?mp¥etey
supplanted penk, as in MnE. Hence MnEﬂlhmk is histor-
ically=OEF pynéan, and its pret. thought= OE pohte, the pret.
of the lost pgncan.
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Vowel-change (ij . . o).

614. seek; sought; beseech; besought. OFE sécan
(s@can), sohte. ME South-Thames sécken, biséchen, North-
Thames séken, biséken. The MnE seek and éeseech are there-
fore from different dialects of ME. Shakespere has the
Midland form not only in see£, but also in desee?.

615. reach; +fraught, reached. OE r@can, rchte.
ME rgchen, ra(u)ghte, Northern reghte. So also teach,
taught from OE weak /&can ‘ show.’

INVARIABLE VERBS.
(aa).
616. cast. ME casten from Scandinavian weak kas/a,
kastapi. In Early MnE there is also a regular pret. casted.

(ai).
617. *dight ‘adorn’ as in storied window richly dight

(Milton). OFE drktan ‘arrange,’ ‘appoint’ from the Latin
diclare.

().

618. cut. ME Zutten.

619. shut. OE s¢ttan ‘lock,’ ‘bolt’ [gescot *shot,
“dart’; scéotan strong VII *shoot . ME schiitten, schutien.

620. thrust. ME pjristen, prusten from Scandinavian
prysta.

(e).

621. let. OE strong I /#tan, lét, Ié¢ten. ME léten, pret.
strong /4, and weak Jetfe from */g/te. In MnE the short vowel
of this weak pret. was extended to the infin., etc. The
obsolete verb ez “hinder,’ still preserved in the phrase Z/ or

§ 629.) VERBS: IRREGULAR. 169

hindrance, is the OE weak lettan, lgtte, connected with laz(
¢slow,’ late adv. ‘late’
622. set. OFE sgtian, spite, connected with the strong
verb V sittan, pret. set. ,
823. shed. OF strong 1 séadan, scéadan, sced ¢ separate,’
a meaning still preserved in the noun walershed. Ml;
schgden formed a weak pret. schadde, schedde, and develope
the new meaning ¢separate into drops,’ ¢shed” In MnE
the short vowel of the pret. was extended to the pres., etc.,
¢l.
® (l.’»nzil shred. OE scréadian, scréadode. ME schrden,
schredde, the short vowel being afterwards extended t_o the
pres., etc. So also spread (spred) from weak OE sprédan.

(00).

825. burst. OE strong III Jerstan, barst, bursion,
seborsten.  The u of durst is the result of the inﬂu.ence of
ihe lip-consonant & on the ¢ of ME beorsten, as 1n bu'rn
(592), the # being afterwards extended to the pret. partic.
bursten, which survived in Early MnE.

626. hurt. ME hiirten, hurien.

2

627. hit. ME #iiten from Scandinavian /i#fa ¢ find” i

628. knit. OE cnyttan ‘tie’ [cnotta “knot”]. ' 'l.he
invariable pret.-form is now preserved only as an adjective
in well-*nit, etc. Otherwise the pret.-form is regular—
’:”’é{;’;' quit. ME guiten pret. quitte from Old French
quiter from Latin gviélus. In MnE the shortenec} vowel. of
the pret. was extended to the rest of the \terb. The derw.a-
tive requite keeps its original length, having a pret. paruc.
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requi? in Early MnE. acquit is invariable in Farly MnE
All these verbs are now regular, T
630. rid. ME redden, ridden, ridden ¢ rescue,’ ¢
fighters’ is apparently a blending of OE /zrga’a’a;z
and Scandinavian 7y/a pret. rudda ‘clear away.’
63L. slit. OF strong VI slitan, siat, shten. ME has
bot'h strong slzlen, pret. partic. slifen, and a weak verb slitlen
which may have existed in OF. ,
632. split. ME splatten, of which Early MnE splette is

_probably a Northern form, splef seems to have been made
nto split by the influence of sz,

. (@)
633. cost. ME costen from Old French coster (Modern
French codter) from Latin constare,

(w).

separate
‘rescue’

634. put. ME putten.

Vocaric Verss,
Vowel-change (ai . . au).

‘ 635. bind; bound. OE strong 111 bendan, band, bunden
The ol(l.er pret. partic. is still preserved in dounden a’z;ty. S(;
also grind, ground; wind, wound from OFE strong IIT
grindan, windan, ;

636. find; found. OF strong II1 findan, fand—more
generally weak funde—funden, ME pret. fond, founde.

Vowel-change (ai . . ®).

637. strike; struck. OF strong VI strican, str

o sy . , ac, stricen
ove about,” ‘touch lightly.” ME striken, strpk (Northern

(
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strak), siriken. Early MnE streke, pret. stroke, strake, struck,
pret. partic. sérecken, sirucken, struck.

Vowel-change (= . . 8).

638. hang; hung, hanged. OFE strong I %on (from
eatlier *Aohan), héng, hangen, the g being a weakening of
the % of the infin., where ¢ = Germanic an (502), so that
hon=Germanic *hankan. There was also a weak intransitive
hangian, hangode, hon itself being used transitively. In Early
ME the consonantal variation in the strong verb was soon
levelled: sometimes the infinitive form was extended to the
pret. partic. which was made into (a)kon; but afterwards the
ng-forms got the upper hand, being supported by the weak
verb hangien, and a new strong infin. Aangen was formed,
pret. kéng, pret. partic. hangen. In some dialects the pret.
was shortened to /eng with short close (e), which being an
unfamiliar sound in ME was made into 2. This new pret.
hing, which is frequent in some Midland dialects, was made
into an infin. in Northern by the analogy of the bind-class,
with pret. Zang, which afterwards made its way into the
Standard dialect in the form of Agng parallel to sgng ‘sang.’
A vpret. partic. hung was further developed on the analogy of
sing, sang, sung, and hung was then extended to the pret.
sing. in the same way as clung, ctc. (565), the older infin.
hang being preserved in the Standard dialect. In MnE the
strong form Aung is both transitive and intransitive, Zanged
being used only transitively, contrary to the O usage.

Vowel-change (i . . ®8).

639. dig; dug, tdigged. ME diggen, diggede, equiva-
lent to OF diczan [dic “ditch’], of which it seems to be a

]
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[§ 640.

modification by some analogical influence. The vocalic
pret. dug developed itself towards the end of the Early MnE
period; it is not found in the Bible. yon
640. clil'lg; clung. OE strong III clingan, clang
clungen ‘wither,”  ME clingen, clpng, clungen ‘shriveT:
“adhere,” ‘hang.” So also slink, slunk; spin +span'
spun ; sting, stung; swing, swung ; win, Won" Wring’
Wrw'ang from OE strong III slincan, spinnan ’ x/z'noan,
swingan, Sewinnan, wringan. ’ o
641.. ﬁi'ng ; flung.  ME strong III flingen from weak
Scandinavian fgngja [compare ME wing from Scandinavian
vengrl.  flingen was, of course, made strong on the analo
of sting and the other strong verbs in -ng. ¥
“ 642'. sl.ing; slung. ME strong III slingen from
bc.andmavmn slingva, which passed through slengen into
slingen, and then became strong in the same wayéas S,
The pret. slang occurs in the Bible. ¢
.643. stick ; stuck, tsticked ‘pierce; ‘adhere’ OE
stician (stiocian), sticode * pierce, ‘adhere.” ME strone V
s/e{cm, stak, steken and stoken [like spoken = OF, spegmz]
‘pierce,’ ‘imprison,” which may represent an OE strone
verb.  sfuck may owe its « to the influence of stung. .
644: string ; strung, stringed. This verb ?s a MnE
formation from the ME noun string from Scandinavian
sirgngr, with the usual change of Scandinavian -eng into

g We keep the older consonantal inflexion in s/ringed
wnsiruments. )

Vowel-change (v . . e . . ®).

645. run; ran; run. OF strong I 7ruan, iernan
(eornan), Late West-Saxon _yrnan, pret. prn, arn, pret. partic.
urnen, with the same transposition of the 7 as in burn, the older

.
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forms being preserved in gerinnan ¢ coagulate,” literally ‘run
together, gerann, gerunnen. The ME verb was influenced
by the two Scandinavian verbs, the strong rinna, rann,
runninn and the weak r¢nna, rendi, the Standard ME forms
being indeed entirely Scandinavian: rennen, ran, frunnen.
The Farly Southern forms of the infin. are zrnen, eornen,
urnen probably=4drnen from Late West-Saxon yrnar. The
infin. 7un appears in Northern by the side of the Scandi-
navian 777, The # of the infin. seems to have been origin-
ally a Southern development out of #ruen, perhaps by the
influence of durn.

Vowel-change (i . . ®).

646. sit; seet. OFE strong V j-verb silan, sal, selen.
ME sitten, sat, selen and also silen with the vowel of the
infin. From the ME partic. si/en is derived the obsolete
MnE pret. and pret. partic. 77, which made the verb invari-
able. The obsolete MnE pret. saz is due to the analogy of
came, spake, etc., the short sa# being kept up at the same time
by the short vowel of the infin. szZ.

647. spit; spat. There were in OE two weak verbs of
the same meaning spiffan, spitte and spitan, speile, both of
which were kept in ME, where the pret. sp@/le became regu-
larly spatte. The MnE spif, spat is, therefore, a mixture of
two distinct verbs.

Vowel-change (i . . @ . . ®).

648. begin; began ; begun. OEF strong leginnan. So
also drink, drank, drunk(en) ; shrink, shrank, shrunk ;
sing, sang, sung; sink, sank, sunk(en) ; spring, sprang,
sprung; stink, stank, stunk; swim, swam, swum

%
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from OE strong 11 drincan, scrincan, singan, sincan,
springan, stincan, swimman.

649. ring; rang; rung. OFE (k)ringan, which is ap-
parently weak.

Vowel-change (i . . = . . i-n).

650. (for)bid; -bad; -bidden. OF strong V j-verb
biddan, buwd, beden ‘ pray, ‘ask’; strong VII béodan, béad,
boden ¢ offer) ¢command.” The corresponding ME forms
are bidden, bad, biden and—by the analogy of the infin.—
bidden ; béden, b7d, byden. But already in Early ME the two
verbs began to be confused. &idden in the special sense of
‘ask to one’s house,” “invite’ soon got confused with beden,
which developed the meaning ‘offer an invitation,’ the con-
fusion being aided by the weak verb bpd{iYen=OF. lodian
‘announce ’—itself connected with déodan. Hence even in
Early ME we find 730den used in the sense of ¢ invited.’ It was
still more natural to soften down the command expressed by
béden by the substitution of the milder :4den. The pret.
bad soon supplanted 47d by taking to itself the meaning
‘ commanded,’ except in the emphatic Jorbiden, which in
Standard ME only rarely has the pret. forbad instead of
Jortid. The following are the Standard ME forms—

bidden, béden ; bad ; biden, bpden.

Jorbéden ; forlid ( forbad) ; forbpden.
In the transition to MnT the 47d-forms were gradually extended
till they entirely supplanted the others. The relation between
the two forms dad and dade is the same as that between sal
and sate (562). In Early MnE the pret. partic. was often

shortened to 47, which was used also as a pret.,, so that the
verb became invariable.

(
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Vowel-change (ij . . ©).

651. bleed; bled. OFE weak bledan (bledan), blédde.
[6l6d <Dblood’]. So also breed, bred; feed, fed; lead,
led; meet, met; read, read (rijd, red); speed, s’ped
from the OF weak érédan, fédan, ledan, métan, rédan, spédan.

Vowel-change (ij . . e . . ij-n).

652. eat; ate; eaten. OE strong V, with exceptional
(Germanic) lengthening in the pret. sing., efan, &/, pret. plur.
&ton, pret. partic. efen. ME plen, &, af, pien, the pret. a/
being of course due to the influence of the other verbs of the
same class.

Vowel-change (ou . . e).

653. hold ; held. OE strong 1 Ahealdan, haldan ; héold;
gehealden, gehalden ME hplden ; héld, held, /21'{0,’ ; .z'/zg‘la’eﬂ. We
\still preserve the fuller form of the pret. partic. in bekolden.

Vowel-change (9 . . e . . 9-n).

654. fall; fell; fallen. OE strong I feallan, fallan;
JSeoll; feallen, fallen. ME fallen; fél, fel, fil; fallen.

Vowel-change (ai . . ei . . ei-n).

855. lie; lay; lain. O strong V j-verb Zigan, l(rg,"r,
gelegen, imper. sing. /ige, etc.  The ME development of this
verh is analogous to that of the other ¢g-verbs (586?. In
Farly Southern the infin. Ziggen was preserved l.)y the s.xde of
the imper. Zie; but in the North-Thames dlalect% it was
levelled under the g-forms, becoming /i, lien. The Standard
ME forms are lien, laz, pret. partic. lezen, lein.
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Vowel-change (¢ . . ei . . ®).

656. come ; came; come. OF strong IV, with anom-
alous weak vowel in the pres. and infin. and exceptional
extension of the vowel of the pret. plur. to the
cuman ; cwom, com ; c(w)émzm 5 cumen.
preserved in Standard ME, but was par
the new formation cam on the analogy o
nimen ‘ take,’ nam, nimen.
ening into came in MnE.,

pret. sing. :
The pret. com was
tially supplanted by
f the strong verb IV
cam underwent the usual length-

Vowel-change (i . . ei . . i-n).

657. give; gave; given. OFE giefan (gefan); Seaf
(af); gifen (gofon).

Vowel-change (ai . . i).
658. light; lit, lighted. OE weak liktan, likle *illu-

minate’ and ‘make light, alleviate ’ [leoks adj. “light of
colour’ and ¢light of weight’].  There was a third OF weak
verb likilan, aliktan ‘alight from a horse” The MnE verb
lght in light on must be referred to this last,
antal preterite-form Z7 does not, of course, ap
had become (Iait), that is, in the MnE
from imitation of bite, bit, etc.
the older consonantal inflexion
other verbs.

The conson-
pear till Zight
period, when it arose
The verb alight still keeps
, which is also used in the

Vowel-change (ai . .i . . i-n).
659. bite; bit; bitten. OE strong VI %itan. The
shortened pret. partic. is still kept in the phrase e biter i1
660. chide; chid; chidden. OF weak cidan, cidde.
ME chiden, chidde. In Early MnE the verb was made strong

ACCIDENCE, [§ 656.
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—chide, chode, chidden—on the analogy of.' ride, rode, ridden.
The pret. partic. was then shortened to .chza’, and extendei to
the pret. The verb is nearly obsolete in the pre:seflt spoken
English. hide, hid, hidden is a strong verb of similar recent
formation, except that it does not seem to havcf devel(zped
any pret. analogous to Early MnE chode: OE -Ajdan, hydde,
ME Aiden, hidde.

Vowel-change (ij . . ij . . ij-n).
66l. beat; beat; beaten. OEL strong I béalan, béof,
béaten. '
Vowel-change (ai . . o).

662. shine ; shone. OE strong VI sdnan, séan, scinen.
* )

Vowel-change (e . . o . . o-n).

663. (for)get; forgot; forgotten, g?t. I.n. OE’ th’e
strong V verb giefan, gytan (getan) ; geal. (gd?/?; gu:/en, gy//m
(gelen) occurs only in the compounds begretan * get, mgli\/g;
‘understand,’ forgietan ‘forget’ and a few others. In IF.
begiten, begeten was shortened to giten, gelcjn t‘hroulgh th‘e }1111-
fluence of the Scandinavian gefa, gali ‘gfreln.z;z get,” or rather

candinavian word was substituted for it.
theﬁiznc‘i;nead; trod; trodden. OEFE strong V /fredan,
traed, treden. ME trgden, Irad, trgden and—>by the analogy
of broken, etc.—irgden, troden.

Vowel-change (ij . . o . . 0-n).
865. seethe; +sod, seethed ; sodden, +sod, seethed.
OE strong VII séopan, séap, soden.

Vowel-change (uw . . o).
666. shoot; shot. OFE strong VII scéolan, scéat, scolen.
N
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Standard ME schélten, schit, schoten,
schuten in ME, whose « probably=4#
(880), which afterwards became (
Early MnE.

There is also an infin,
from OE év, as in choose
uu) and was written 00 in

Vowel-change (ai . . ou).

667. climb; telomb, climbed. OF strong III cZm-
man, clamm, clummen and also climban, clams, clumben,
although the latter is found only in late texts. ME climmen,
clam, cldmmen and climben, clymé (clamb), clsmben.

Vowel-change (ai . . ou . . i-n).

668. (a)bide; tbode, thid, bided; thiden, tbid,
bided. OE strong VI idan ‘wait," abidan ‘endure’ ME
(a)biden, b7d, biden, there being also a weak pret. abidde.

669. drive; drove, tdrave; driven. OFE strong VI
drifan. So also ride, rode, ridden; rise, rose, risen;
shrive, tshrove, shrived, shriven ; smite, smote,
smitten ; stride, strode, tstridden, strode; write,
wrote, written from OFE strong VI ridan, arisan, siri an,
smifan ‘ smear,” siridan, writan.

870. strive ; strove; striven. M
Sirgf; striven, which is the Old Fre
Low-German s#rip ¢ strife
analogy of driven.

871, thrive; throve; thriven. ME jriven from the
Scandinavian strong reflexive verb jrifask,

E strong VI strigen,
nch estriver [from Old
’] made into a strong verb on the

Vowel-change (ei . . ou).
672. wake ; woke, waked. OF strong II wacan,
wacen, generally compounded with oz- :
(on)wacan and the weak Hwacnian),

woc,
onwacan, awacan,
wacian ‘keep awake’

[s 667.

§6;8)  VERBS: IRREGULAR (VOCALIC). 179

are intransitive. The corresponding transitive verb is
wyccan, weakte, wehte. ME has (a)waken, wok, zf)aken and
wakien, wakede; wakenen, wak(e)nede. The '(ou) instead of
(uw) in the MnE woke is probably due to the influence of the
numerous preterites of the shine-class—rose, etc.

873. stave; stove, staved. This verb was first formed
in MnE from the noun sfave ‘piece of a cask,’ itself 'a lat.e
formation from sZaves, plur. of sfaff. Its vocalic inflexion is
of course the result of analogy.

. Vowel-change (ei . . ou . . ou-n).

674. break; broke, tbrake; broken, +broke. OFE
strong IV brecan, brac, brocen.

Vowel-change (ij . . ou . . ou-n).

675. freeze; froze; frozen, tfrore OE strong VII

cosan, jfreas, froren.
fre;;ae.,j;eavef; hove, heaved; thoven, hove, heaved.
OE strong j-verb II Agbban, hif, hafen. ME hebben, /zfvein ;
hif; haf; hgven, hfven, the last form being due t(? the in-
fluence of the infin., while Aaf; /4gven are due to the 1nﬂuenc?
of wgven, waf, wjven (879). There was also a vx.'eak ME
pret. kefde, hevede. The MnE hove proba.bly points to a
ME pret. 43/ with the vowel of the pret. partic.

677. speak; spoke, tspake; spoken, ‘rslzoke.. OE
strong V sprecan, sprac, sprecen. In Late OE: lhlS. verb
began to drop its r—especially in the Xentish dlalt’('it.
In ME the 7 disappeared entirely, and the pret. parlic.
took o on the analogy of broken, etc.: spiken, spak, sppken,
:pﬂ'en‘._ '

678. steal; stole; stolen. OE strong IV stlan, stxl,
stolen.

N2

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



180 ACCIDENCE. [§ 679.

679. weave; wove, weaved; woven, weaved. OF
strong V wefan, waf, wefen. ME wgven, waf, wiven, wpven.

Vowel-change (uw . . ou . . ou-n).

680. choose; chose; chosen. OE strong VII sevsan
ceas, coren. ME chésen, chgs, chosen. There was also a West:
Midland infin. cﬁ_z‘?‘sen with the regular West-Midland change
of .OE ¢o into # In Early MnE (tfiuz) became (tfuuz)
which was written phonetically cAoose, although the oldeli
spelling chuse survived till the end of the last century. chese
also occurs in Early MnE. .

Vowel-change (ai . . o).

68l. fight; fought. OFE strong III feoktan ( fehtan);

Jeaht ( fahl); fohten. ME fighten, faught, foughten. In the
pret. Early MnE fluctuates between ax and ox.

Vowel-change (ea .. o . . o-n).

682. bear; bore, tbare; born(e). OFE strong IV
beran, bar, boren. MnE makes a distinction between &;m in
the sense of French ¢ and derme="*carried’ which did not
exist in OF or ME.

683. swear; swore, tsware; sworn. OFE strong  j-
vel.'b 11 swyrian, swor, swaren, sworen, the o of the last form
being due to the influence of the preceding w. ME swerzen
swiren ; swor, SWar; swpren, swar is, of course, due to the’
analogy of dgren, bar.

684. tear; tore, ttare; torn. OEF strong IV fran.

685. wear; wore, tware; worn. OE weak werian
.w;rea’e ‘wear clothes.” The vocalic forms were first develope(i
in Early MnE by the analogy of dear.

il
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Vowel-change (¢i . . ).

686. freight; *fraught, freighted. The Late ME
weak verb fraughten [imported from Dutch ?] was made into
freight in Early MnE by the influence of the synonymous
fret, and fraught itself came to be regarded as the pret. of
this new verb freigh! by a vague association with wor#,
wrought, etc. But fraught was still used as a pres. in Early
MnE : the good ship . . . and the fraughting souls within her
(Shakespere).

Vowel-change (is . . 9 . . 9-n).

687. shear; ‘tshore, +tshare, sheared; shorn,
t+sheared. OFE strong IV scieran (sceran); scear (séer);
scoren. ‘

Vowel-change (ij . o . . ij-n).

688. see; saw; seen. OFE strong V séon; seah (seh);
sawon (ségon); sewen (segen). In Late Northumbrian the
adjective geséne=West-Saxon gesiene ‘visible’ was used as the
pret. partic. Early ME séon, sén; sech (Southern), sak,
sauk pret. plur., sgewen, séten ; pret. partic. sezen, sein. In Late
ME the pret. sing forms dropped the % by the influence of
the pret. plur. and pret. partic., giving ser, sai and saw, the
last being the usual North-Thames form, especially in
Northumbrian, which also kept the Old-Northumbrian pret.
partic. in the form of sén. The Standard ME inflections
are sé(n); seigh, sai; (i)sein. In MnE the Northern pret.
saw and pret. partic. secn were introduced into the Standard
dialect.

Vowel-change (% ... 1)

689. stand; stood. OE strong Il with 7 inserted in
the pres. etc.: standan, stod, standen.
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Vowel-change (ei ... u ... ei-n).

690. forsake; forsook; forsaken., OF strong 1I

Jorsacan ‘ renounce,’ *deny.’ So also shake, shook, shaken.

from OEF strong II séacan.

691. take; took; taken, *ta’en. ME strong II Laken,
{0k, taken from Scandinavian Zeka, ok, tekinn. In Northern
this verb was contracted like make, and the pret. partic. /d'en
passed into Standard MnE.

Vowel-change (ai . .. uw . . . ou-n).

692. fly; flew; flown. OE strong VII Sleogan (flégan,
Sigan); fleag, fleak ( Jih); flugon; flogen. ME Sen, flien ;
Jleigh, fley—with the same dropping of final /4 as in ser= OF
geseh—iy; pret. plur. flowen, fizwen (influence of pret. partic.);
pret. partic. flpwen. The Early MnE pret. few (fliu) probably
arose in the same way as drew, elc. (6783).

Vowel-change (i . ..uw ... ei-n).

693. slay; slew; slain. OE strong II skan (from
sleakan); slog, slok; slagen, slagen, siggen. ME Southern
slgn, Midland sfpn, Northern s/z; sloh, Late ME slough, slow
=(sluu); pret. partic. slazwen, slezen, slarn.  In MnE, the a7 of
the pret. partic. was extended to the infin,, and the ow of the
pret. underwent the usual analogical change into ew. The
archaic forms ske = slea, pret. siue still lingered in Early

MnE.
Vowel-change (ou ... uw ... ou-n).

694. blow; blew; blown, blowed. OE strong I
blawan ‘blow’ (of wind), dlevw, blawen and blswan © bloom,’

bléow, blowen. ME blgwen, blew, Ylpwen and blowen, biiw,
blowen.

183

§ yor.] VERBS: MIXED.

. OE
6895. crow; crew, crowed; tcrown, crowed : vSn .
strong 1 crawan, créow, crawen. grow, _grew, gr an :
know, knew, known from OE strong I growan, cnawan.
)

Vowel-change (o . .. uw . . . 9-n).
696. draw; drew; drawn. OFE strong II dragan;
drog, droh; dragen.

Mixep VERBS.

897. There are several verbs which have a strong pret%
partic. in -en with a regular consonantal pret. Son.n'a 1;)
these are old strong verbs which have be.come pami y
consonantal ; but others are weak verbs which have ta Zr;
the partic. ending -en by the influence of old s?ron% \;eihe
which they happen to resemble. In the following lis

marked 1.
Iatt(:;;.la;iirewent; gjong. OE strong I_gdn, gatzrg(:;;.
géong, éode (weak) ; gegan, gegangen. ME gg(n),fgfznbe((l n;
yode, wenle ; gp(n), gangen. In ME the lhonger O,if:: gcu :—
was gradually restricted to the ‘N01:thern dlalecF. 1 edverb
tailed Southern pret. partic. g7 is )Stlll preserved in the a

00= sgan ‘ passed” (of time).
aoiiQQO.Eg:irze, gréwed ;( graven, graved. OFE strong 11
gn’?:‘)lg’ é]r::jvf\’rfr}r;g;?:d ; hewn, hewed. OE strong I héawan,

20t cawen.
llw';((j)’lj.u-ariiie, load; tladed, loaded; _laden, +;a§1;d,
tloaden, loaded. OE strong II Aladan, hlod, }zlwdz’;.z, laden.
The MnE change of /ade into load is through th.e nzﬂ‘ueyncye:
of the noun load, ME Jjde = OE /lad (fem.) ¢ leading,” * W 2y,
connected with Z@dan ‘lead,” which had also the meaning
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‘carry,’ so that in ME /gde came to mean
at last confused with the verb Zides.
702. melt; melted ; molten, melted. OE strong III
mellan.  molten is now used only as an adjective.
-703. mow ; mowed; mown, mowed.
mawan, méow, mawen,
704. rive; rived ; riven, rived. M
77/, riven from the Scandinavian 77 a.
705. isaw; sawed; sawn, sawoed. ME weak sazo(z)en
MnE sawn by the analogy of drawn. .
708. shape ; shaped ; shapen, shaped.
IT j-verb scieppan, séyppan
In ME this verb w
skapa, skap.

‘load,” and was

OE strong I

E strong VI rzven,

OE strong
/ (fé;ppaﬂ) 5 Séop; scapen, Scapen.
as influenced by the Scandinavian verb

707. shave ; shaved ; shaven
' ; , shaved. OE str
séafan, scof, séafen. ’ srone It
._70§. Ishow; showed; shown, showed. OE weak
scea_zeufm, Scéawode ¢ survey, ‘look at’ ME schw(7)en
schpwien, Northern schamw. Early MnE skew and s/mw’
shown by the analogy of known, etc. '

709. sow; sowed; sown, sowed. OE s
Seow, sawen.

trong I sqwan,

719. Istrew ; strewed ; strewn, strewed. OF weak
strewian, streowian, ME strewen, strgwen, strawen.
by the analogy of Aezn.

711. swell ; swelled ; swollen, swelled.
111 swellan,

Strewn

OE strong

IsoraTED Forms,

712. Some obsolete verbs occur onl
namely guoth, hight, iclept, wond,
713. quoth.

y in isolated forms,

OE strong V cwepan, cwap, cwddon,

§ 717.] VERBS: ANOMALOUS. 185

gecweden ‘say” In ME the strong consonant of the infin.
was kept throughout: cwepen, cwap, icwepen; so also
bicwepen ‘bequeath,” which in MnE is consonantal—b&e-
gueathed. In Late ME the simple cwepen was gradually dis-
used except in the pret. sing. As cwap was often unstressed
in such combinations as cwap 4¢, it developed a weak form
cwod, guod through the regular rounding of unstressed a into
o after a lip-consonant, as in OE Oswold=earlier Oswald.
The explanation of the & is that cwap AZ etc. were made into
(kwap-ee) which became (kwaS-wee, kwoSee); and when
(kwo®) was detached and received strong stress—as it natu-
rally would—the final (%), being an unfamiliar sound in strong
syllables, was changed into (d). The form guot% is a blend-
ing of strong guatk and weak guod.

714. hight ‘is named, called,” ¢‘was called, ME #Aighte
is a blending of the OFE passive form kdze (478) and Aéhl,
the active pret. of the same verb Aafan.

715. iclept=ME icliped, OE gecleopod © called’ the pret.
partic. of the weak verb cleopian, clipian.

716. wont ‘accustomed’= OE gewunod, pret. partic. of
the weak verb gewunian [ gewuna ¢ custom,” “habit.’]

Anomarous VERBs.

717. Most of the MnE verbs that we class as anomalous
are old preterite-present verbs. Two of these preterite-
present verbs—dare and owe = OE dearr, dg—have been
made regular in certain meanings. The original inflections of
these verbs have been much curtailed in MnE, most of them
having only the inflections of the finite present and preterite.
The only one which has an infin. is dare, which seems to
have taken it from the regularly inflected verb dare. Two of
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the old preterite-present verbs—must and ought—occur now
only in the OE preterite forms, which have taken the place
of the OF present mé¢ and ag, so that these verbs are incap-
able of marking the distinction between pres. and pret.

718. can, canst; could, couldst. OE cann, canst,
plur. cunnon ; pret. caipe; infin. cunnan ‘know. ME can,
canst, plur. connen, can; coupe, coude; infin, connen. coude
probably owes its & to the influence of wolde and scholde
(728, 724). In Early MnE coud(e) it was made into cou/d on
the analogy of should and would= OE séolde, wolde.

719. dare, darest, (he) dare, tdares; durst; infin.
dare. OF dearr, dearst, durron; dorste; ME dar, dar (as
in the pret. &dr), darst; dorste, durste with the « of OE
durron y infin. durren, daren, of which the former represents
the probable OE infin. durran, the latter being a new-forma-
tion from dar. In MnE dare in the transitive sense of
¢ challenge’ has become quite regular : /e dared him to do it.
The intransitive pres. partic. daring is used only as an adjec-
tive. :

720. may, mayst; might, mightst. OE mag, ju
meaht (meht), miht, plur. magon ; pret. meahte (mehle) mihte
‘be able. [Compare magen, meaht, mihi ‘ power, “ force.”]
The ME forms seem to have been influenced by another OE
preterite-present verb of similar meaning, namely déag, déak
“avail” plur. dugon; pret. dohte; infin, dugan. The ME
forms arc: mai, miht, and, very late, mayst, plur. mawen,
muwen, moun ; pret. mahte, mihle, mokie.

721 tmote (muut); must. OE mdl, most, moton;
moste ‘may.”  ME mot, most, moten ; moste. The pres. sur-
vived only as an archaism in Early MnE: as _fair as fair
mote be (Spenser). Already in ME the pret. was used in the
sense of the pres., and in Early MnE this usage became

§ 724.] VERBS: ANOMALOUS. 187

fixed. It began with the use of the pret. subj.—which was
practically indistinguishable from the pret. indic.—to e)fpress
mild command, so that pox mdste="you would be able,” ‘you
might’ was understood to mean ‘you will have to, ¢ you
must. The vowel of maste passed through (uu) into (u) in
tarly MnE, the shortening having probably begun in the
weak form.

722. (owe); ought. OE g, @k, iz aht, aht, plur. agon ;
pret. ahte, ahte; infin. agan ¢possess” The adjective dgein
<own’ is an old pret. partic. of this verb. From dgen 18
formed the weak verb dgnian, ¢ appropriate, ¢possess.” In
Farly ME a/fe developed regularly into a(x)hte, but after-
wards 7 was introduced from the infin. etc., giving §(u)hte.
In ME pwen in the sense of “ possess’ soon took regular
weak inflection—17 jue, wé jwep, etc.—still keeping the older
puhte as its pret. The meaning *possess’ gradualliy de-
veloped into that of ‘have a debt, ¢ owe,’ whichf again, de-
veloped the abstract meaning ‘ ought,’ especially in the pret.,
which by degrees took the function of a pres. in the same
way as must (721).

723. shall, shalt ; should, shouldst. OFE sceal (s¢el),
scealt (scelt), scidon; scolde, Northumbrian scalde by the
analogy of walde (724)=wolde. ME schal, schalt, schulen,
schullen (by the analogy of willen) s scholde, schulde (by the
influence of schulen). .

724. will, wilt; would, wouldst; imper. will. This
verb was in OE originally a strong subjunctive preterite, with
which pres. indic. forms were afterwards mixed : wile, z?z'/le,
will, willap ; wolde, walde (originally weak?) ; infin. willan.
In OFE this verb has, together with several other verbs in very
frequent use, special negative forms, the result of contraction
with a preceding e ‘not”: # nyle, pu nylt, hé nyle,wenyllap ;

T i S5
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nolde, etc. One of these negative forms is still preserved in
the phrase willy nilly, Early MoE will ke, nill he=OF wile
ke, nyle he. The ME forms are : wile, wile, wilt, wilt, willep,
willen, wollen ; wolde, walde, wolde, whose (u) is the result of
the influence of the pres. forms wd, etc., which were prob-
ably at first weak forms, in which the w rounded the follow-
ing vowel and gradually assimilated it 1o itself.

725. twot; twist. OF wat, wdst, witon; wiste; witan ;
wifende.  The adjective gewiss “ certain’ is an old pret. partic.
of this verb. ME wp?, wpst, witen ; infin. witen ; pres. partic.
witinge. In Early MnE wo/ was sometimes made the base
of a regular verb : e wotleth, wofs, pret. wotled, pres. partic.
wolting. The old pres. partic. still survives in the adverb
unwilfingly, and the infin. in the adverb phrase # wir=
viz.

The ME adjective s2wis=OE gewiss has in MnE been often
wrongly divided 7 wis, as if it were the pronoun 7 with a verb
cquivalent to wo#, a view which has been further supported in
recent times by the chance resemblance of the Modern German
equivalent of wo?, namely we/ss, plur. wissen.

728. need. This verb agrees with the preterite-present
verbs in having no s-inflection. The loss of the s—which
seems to have begun in the transition from ME to MnE—is
apparently partly the result of similarity of meaning to that
of the preterite-present verbs; but the absence of the in-
flectional s is partly due to the verb seed ‘require’ being
formed directly from the noun #ced through the am-
biguity of such sentences as Farly MnE what need all this
waste P

We now come to the anomalous auxiliary verbs &z, Aave,
do.

VERBS: ANOMALOUS. 189

§ 729:]

797. The verb de in OE is made up of three distinct roots ;
that seen in (@) 7, are, (8) was, and (c) be:—

Indic. ) Sl.lbj._
Pres. Sing. 1 eom (eam); béo sie, ¥ ; ée_a
2 eart (carp)s bist sie, sy 5 béo

3 is; bip sie, sy 5 béo )
‘nd, sindon (earon); béop sten, syn; béon
Plur. sind,
Pret. Sing. 1 wes ware
2 waere ware
3 wes wdre
Plur. wdron waeren
Imper. Sing.  wes; 620 Infin. wesan; beon )
Plur. wesap; béop Gerund 70 wesenne; 10
béonne

Partic. Pres. wesende

728. The ea in eart and the Anglian eam, earon is a
weakening of eo (368), preserved in the West-Sax'on eomt
and the occasional eors, eorun. In Late Northumbrian this
ca undergoes the usual further weakening into a: am, arp,
aron. o
7929. The Standard ME forms are: am, art, s, be(n)-;
subj. d¢, bé(n); pret. was, wir(e), was, w‘e‘rf(n); pret.-s.uti_].,
wir(e), wgre(n); imper. be, bep; 1nf.‘1n. .be(n); participles
//E[;/ge, bé(n). The ME pret. partic. s, of course, an
analogical new-formation. The North—Thame-s plu‘r. ar(n)
is still rare in Standard ME, but is firmly established in Early
MnE, which inflects: am, art, @, are; subj. be; p'ret. was,'
7ast, wert, plur. were ; subj. pret. were, wert, wer:e; 'mﬁ.n. b‘e ;
partic. being, been.  The use of e in the pres. indic. is still
kept up in Early MnE: 7 e, thox beest, they &‘?, etc.; the
form Ae des is, however, very rare. There i§ m‘ MnE a
tendency to get rid of the distinctively subjunctive inflections
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of this verb not only by using’ #hou &eest as if it were a
subjunctive—zf" thou beest = if thou be—but also by substi-
tuting " 7 was for if I were, etc. was = were was frequent
in the last century not only as a subjunctive, but also in the
indic. you was. 1In the present Spoken English the distinc-
tion between was and were is strictly maintained, the
substitution of was for were being a vulgarism. The subj.
pres. is, on the other hand, extinct in the spoken language,
except in a few phrases.

730. have. The OE in"ections resemble those of
libban (508) : haebbe, hafast, hafst, hafap, hafp, plur. habbap ;
subj. Aabbe, habben; pret. hefde; imper. hafa, habbap;
infin. Aabban ; partic. habbende, gehaefd. In ME the old 44
was gradually supplanted by the v =OFE J of the other forms,

the v itself being often dropped by contraction. The "

Standard ME forms are : have, weak hav, hast, hap, plur.
have(n), han, han; pret. hadde; pret. partic, Zad. In ME
the weak short-vowel forms gradually supplanted the long-
vowel ones; but we keep the long-vowel forms in the
derivative Jekave, pret. behaved=ME bchaven. The MnFE
literary forms are: Aaze, hast, hath, has plur. have; subj.
pres. fave; pret. indic. kad, hadst; pret. subj. kad; imper.
and infin. kave; partic. having, had. Early MnE still kept
the shortened infin. 42, a=ME han: she might a_ been
(Shakespere).

781. do. OE 5, dest (dast), dép (d@p), plur. dip;
pret. weak dyde; imper. ds, djp; infin. don ; partic. donde,
gedon.  The mutation in dést, déip is common to all the
dialects. In Standard ME the  of the other parts of the
verb supplanted the older ¢: 45, dost, dop, plur. dion; dide
imper. do, dip; partic. diinge di(n). In MnE (uu)=
ME o

.“

§ 7341 PARTICLES: ADVERB-ENDINGS.

PARTICLES.

732. All the OE particles are either primary or
secondary. The secondary particles are formed from
other (declinable) parts of speech; thus Zdm in Aé éode
kam ‘he went home’ is formed from the masc. noun Zam
‘home,” ‘homestead.) Primary particles, such as ée ‘by,’
swa ‘so’ are not formed from other parts of speech.
There is no strict division between the three classes of
particles, most of the prepositions being used also as adverbs,
some adverbs being used also as conjunctions. Thus &7 is a
preposition in @r daege ‘before day(break),” an ?,dverb in ke
¢/? wes papa swa hé ér wes ‘he was pope again as he was
before,” and a conjunction in @r pet flod com ‘before the
flood came.’

738. Some of the particles are simple, some derivative,
such as #/~an ‘above,” some compound (group-compounds),
such as e-neopan ‘beneath, which is compounded with the
preposition de. The above are primary adverbs. Seconfiary
particles also admit of the same divisions, such as am, sgplice
“truly,’ ealne-weg ‘ always,” literally “all (the) way.’

Adverb-endings.

734. In OF, adverbs are regularly formed from adjectives
by adding -¢, a preceding @ being generally changed to ai
déope “deeply,’ hearde ‘strongly,’ “severely, mearwe ‘narrowly,
late “slowly,” with delay’ from déop, heard ‘hard, ‘strong,’
‘severe, néaru, let ‘slow.” Adjectives with a mutated vowel

often have an' unmutated vowel in the adverb, as in soffe _

¢gently,” ‘luxuriously,’ swile ¢ sweetly’ corresponding to the
adjectives séfte (s@/fte), swéle (swate). The numerous adjec-

Verbix reference: Sweet, Henry. Short Historical English Grammar. Oxford, 1892



