ASIAN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

A GRAMMAR

*31, HAUZ KHAS VILLAGE, NEW DELHI-110016.
CABLE: ASIA BOOKS, PH.: 660187, 668594, FAX: 011-6852805
*5 SRIPURAM FIRST STREET, MADRAS-600014

Price: Rs. 265

First Published: Colombo, 1938 7
AES Reprint: New Delhi, 1995 \O[ C[ ’%’ g Q\K

ISBN:81-206-1134-9

Published by J. Jetley

for ASIAN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
C-2/15, SDA New Delhi-110016

Printed at Subham Offset

Ram Nagar Ext., Shahdara, Deihi - 110032

OF THE

SINHALESE LLANGUAGE

BY

PROFESSOR WILHELM GEIGER, PH. D.

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY
CEYLON BRANCH
COLOMBO

-y

/v"d'"— S
R YLIGe

et

™~

gy,

1938 . )
7 ’:\&
~ -
& D T L A
‘argy Rsianja MY o
- J8 kuittuut?’

Emerdeeonil

Verbix reference: Geiger, Wilhelm. A Grammar of the Sinhalese language. Colombo, 1938



8 SINHALESE GRAMMAR

material furnished by the literature. This literature, however,
as T have said above, had an artificial and scholarly character,
and we may assume that a learned author often borrowed
the words he required for his composition directly from
Sanskrit and Pali. He used them as loan-worde in their
original form or sinhalised them more or less correctly.
By such a supposition the great number of alternative forms
of the same word in the literature becomes intelligible.
Many of them never existed in the spoken language but only
belonged to books.

A. SINHALESE SCRIPT, PRONUNCIATION,
ACCENTUATION

§1. The Sinhalese alphabet consists of the
following letters :

1. Vowels
RE L
Short &ga @rd @t cu dDe Vo owir e]
Long g8 8 F(F)i i TE ®6 af

Diphth. @& ai ®1au™ , R

2. Consonants

tenues |ten. asp.| mediae [med. asp.| nasals “
1. Velars ka | Dkha | ®ga ®wgha | Dna 9
2. Palatals | ®ca | Scha | & ja | Rjha | xiia - “
3. Cerebrals| Ota ditha | BDda ® 1ha | €% na N
4. Dentals Dta | dtha | gda ®dha | ® na
5. Labials | ©spa | dpha | Dba | ®bha | ® ma
6. Semi-vowels @ ya éra Gla ® va
7. Sibilants ®da_ ®galS e
8. Aspirate ®ha - O
9. Lingual &la 2.

Note 1. Thereisalsoasymbolo for the Anusvara
m (§4, n. 4), and (in loan-words only) a symbol : for the
Visarga h.

Note 2. Sinhaless has a half nasal 7 before
the mediae g, d, d and 7 before b. The symbol is ( ( in
connection with g, d, d: ® 4iga, ® fida, & %da); 1mba is
written ® . See below §3.2 s. {.

§2. The vowel-symbols given in §1 areonly
uged at the beginning of a word. After a consonant the
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